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                       *** A REMINDER OF RULE 4 *** 
 
“It is the responsibility of any person playing for the Club in any 
sport to have in place adequate public liability insurance cover.”  
 
 
Club colours can be obtained from the OSS Office,  
Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3AP.     Tel. 01935 810558     oss@sherborne.org 
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CLUB NOTES 
 
At the 50th anniversary dinner of the Cricketer Cup this year, a question was posed. 
Which Shirburnian has scored the most runs for the XI?  After some research, the 
following top seven, with years in the XI, have emerged:  
T D W Edwards (1974-77) 2,026; R Eglington (1924-27) 1,979; 
C A R Esson (2004-07) 1,931; J H C Jenkins (2004-07) 1,860; 
P Eglington (1897-1900) 1,732; J A Nunn (1922-25) 1,697;  
A W Carr (1909-11) 1,690  
The corresponding figures of who took the most wickets are: 
H J C Bashford (1936-39) 129; J G B Fish (1975-77) 128; 
D C P R Jowett (1947-49) 108; P H F Mermagen (1927-30) 107; 
J S W Lush (1945-47) 106; S W Stevens (1989-90) 99;  
C W Yeldham (1957-59) 98 
 
One name that had occurred to me was that of A W Carr. I can say with some 
confidence that no one reading these Notes will have seen him play as a schoolboy nor 
I suspect who saw him play county or Test cricket. Carr was an unusual character and 
a controversial one. Coincidentally, a new biography has just been released about the 
first of Sherborne’s two Test cricketers. Peter Wynne-Thomas has researched Carr’s 
life and times diligently and the book – Arthur Carr: The Rise and Fall of 
Nottinghamshire’s Bodyline Captain – is available on Amazon or via the publishers, 
Chequered Flag. 
 
Carr achieved literary fame by his mid-twenties, courtesy of his portrayal by Alec 
Waugh in The Loom of Youth as Lovelace major, who was the outstanding sportsman 
at the top of the School when Waugh’s hero (a very thinly fictionalised Waugh 
himself) began at Fernhurst (Sherborne). I can remember reading the Loom in the third 
form from the Abbey House library. Lovelace is almost a ludicrous stereotype of a 
games player of the era but even in Waugh’s teenage scribblings, there is a sense of 
swagger and talent. And of some devil. 
 
For Carr was a difficult man. He may have led Nottinghamshire for many years and, 
however briefly, England, but he was a competitor who disliked losing and disliked 
quite a few people. Indeed, it is something of a surprise given the nature of those who 
administered cricket in the inter-war years (and beyond) that Carr was England 
captain at all. As you will learn if you read the book, probably Carr’s most significant 
contribution to English cricket was the conception of “leg theory” which became 
better and infamously known as Bodyline when Douglas Jardine toured Australia in 
1932-33 with Nottinghamshire’s imperious pace bowlers, Harold Larwood and Bill 
Voce. The suspicion lingers that his former teachers at Sherborne would not have been 
surprised at this development. 
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Carr, by the way, scored an impressive 1,690 runs during his three years in the XI. In 
his final summer, 1911, he amassed 749 runs in 12 innings, including a double 
century, at an average of 62.42. He also took 46 wickets over those three years despite 
that not being an especially strong suit. Others have written more eloquently than me 
of those years immediately before the First World War, how they were gilded times – 
and for Carr, they undoubtedly were. One of the things I learnt from Wynne-Thomas’s 
book was that Carr began his secondary education at Eton – before being expelled 
within two terms. It was Sherborne’s gain. 
 
Sherborne – as Pilgrims – have never won the Cricketer Cup. But we were represented 
nobly at the dinner by Andrew Wingfield Digby, who managed both to say Grace with 
his customary charm and to shoehorn in a largely gratuitous reference to his alma 
mater. Maybe 2017 will see better fortunes. 
 
The year just past has been another impressive and fulfilling one for the Club. You 
will read in the pages that follow about the matches and events. The rugby side 
continue to broaden their ambitions and are planning a tour to Sicily in 2018 
(apparently to coincide with a Six Nations weekend although the last time I looked, 
Italy didn’t play that far south). We wish Jamie Smudden and Tom Carr well in 
getting that under way.   
 
The date of the Club’s AGM is Saturday October 14th, in the Westcott Room at 
Sherborne at 12.15pm – please do come along if you can. At the meeting, Ed Lyons is 
proposed to assume the Presidency after a decade as Hon Secretary. Jonathan Powe 
will take over. David Leakey retires as President and returns to “just” being Black 
Rod. David and Ed have both worked hard for the Club and their work has been 
impressive and unstinting. With the change in the Presidency, the usual Buffet Lunch 
will be held after the AGM. Details will appear on the Club website nearer the time. 
 
My thanks go to Charles Eglington and Philip Lough for their work in helping me to 
produce this booklet. Gratitude too should go to all the various match managers, 
without whom the Club cannot function for its primary purpose. It is important we 
always remember that this work is voluntary and unpaid. 
 
More than a century on from when A W Carr graced the Upper, cricket continues to 
thrive. Sport too continues to thrive at the School where we enjoyed so many sun-
dappled and windswept days on the fields stretching west towards Yeovil. For the 
generations of Shirburnians present and future, we must hope that another hundred 
years from now, that truth continues to hold.  

      Robert Hands 
              May 2017 
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NEW MEMBERS 
As leavers: 
J R Arundell (d), W Ashley Miller (c), C Bailey (m), D F P Bell (b), P O Bernon (b), 
L Besse (b), J B Bottari (c), J J A Brill (d), S R Bruce (f), H K Bungey (f),  
M T B Cairnes (m), W R H Caldwell (m), N P Chillingworth (m), F G Coreth (b),  
R L St J Coughlan (e), G S Crane (b), C R Dexter (f), H R F Dibden (e),  
A J C Drake (b), R A Evans-Bevan (m), S G N Fender (e), H A Fenwick (m),  
J M Fenwick (m), A C Findlay (a), J W Fisher (m), C G Fletcher (a), J J Franke (g),  
H S T Furber-Smith (e), J A Grammaticas (f), E P W Guinness (b), F M Hamilton (c), 
G-M C Hammond (b), F S Hasan (e), J E B Hills (g), H A V Houlton (d),  
J J Hughes-Hallett (a), A I Huntington (e), H C Jackson (c), J T M Kennedy (f), 
C H Langley (e), T P Lewis (a), T J I Mason (g), T M G Matthews (a),  
M O McGrigor (c), J F G Miller (a), E R S Milner (f), T P Minchin (g),  
A K Montgomery (d), C E R Morris (a), S A Newton (m), A J S O’Rourke (m),  
L Osorio Suelves (g), B A K Paterson (a), H M D Phillips (a), B J Poe (d),  
G Pope (m), A L C Radford (a), H T G Reynolds (e), O Rose (f), T Sardan (c),  
X Shu (g), J A Skipsey (b), Z T Smith (m), E J Sprague (e), A W J Stagg (f),  
F M Stuart Smith (f), A C J Swann (b), J Thorne (e), M T Versloot (g),  
M C C Vinycomb (f), W R Vitali (f), E G Von Weyhausen (b), B J D Wakeley (g),  
E H Wallington (d), H J B Whittaker (f), S A Williams (f), H O Wilson (g),  
A A Wing (e) 
Other new members: 
J A Hollis (b 99), E C S Pyman (e 16) 
Honorary: 
Lucy Earls-Davis, C Roberts 
 

OBITUARY 
J A Clibbon (d 86), T V Heald (g 62), A B M McMaster (g 51), R H Reynolds (f 45), 
E J Rice (a 46), J Rydon (h 52), H F M Watts (b 45) 

 
MANAGERS 

Cricket: Fergus Taylor (07899 792745):  pilgrimscricket@gmail.com  
Cross Country: Theo Irvine (07943 511910); tirvine1111@gmail.com 
Fives: Nick Scorer (01935 389545); nscorer@sherborne.org 
Football: George Atkins (07810 870768); atkinsgh21@gmail.com 
Hockey: Will Smibert (07885 706984) williamsmibert@admedia.co.uk 
Rugby: Jamie Snudden (07412 236262) sherbornepilgrimsrugby@gmail.com 
Squash: Nick Lamb (07720 772138); nickmlamb@yahoo.co.uk 
              Will Pope (07956 458763); willpope1988@hotmail.com 
Tennis: James Sewry (07880 515882); jmsewry@gmail.com 
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CRICKET 2016 
 
Played 12; Won 5; Lost 5; Drawn 2   
 
Sunday May 8, v Old Wellingtonians at Wellington – lost by 30 runs 
Wellington 318-9; Pilgrims 288 (T A J Gibbs 87) 
 
It was quite clear that winning the toss and batting first on a very good wicket with a 
very quick outfield was essential. Unfortunately, it was not to be, and we gingerly 
took to the field. 
 
The Old Wellingtonians initially amassed runs very quickly, due in part to a complete 
lack of movement from the new ball and perhaps more significantly to some wayward 
bowling. However, the OWs’ dominance was not long-lived. Tom Atkins came on and 
bowled 10 excellent and economical overs to finish with figures of three for 47, well 
supported by controlled spells from Humphrey Gibbs and Tom Keane who finished 
with figures of two for 52. At lunch the game was nicely balanced with the opposition 
on 120 for four off 19 overs. After lunch there were plenty of both runs and wickets 
with the OWs continuing to play aggressively and to score at a decent rate. An 
excellent hundred, albeit an innings that might well have been much briefer had the 
man in question been given out dead in front on 45, gave the OWs an excellent 
platform, and despite losing wickets throughout they concluded their innings with a 
strong total of 318 for nine. 
 
This was a sizeable target, but such were the quality of the wicket, speed of the 
outfield, and positivity of our approach that the score did not seem unattainable. 
However, our optimism was dealt a swift blow in losing the notoriously aggressive 
Tom Atkins within the first four overs. Tom Gibbs and Charlie Carline steadied the 
ship before the latter was caught on 18. Next in was Fergus Taylor whose innings was 
sweet, but unfortunately short scoring 34 off eight balls. Despite the loss of these three 
wickets, we were well up with the run rate and very much in the game on 123 for three 
off 17 overs. Tom Greville-Williams and Gibbs built a prosperous partnership over the 
next ten overs with the former scoring a hard-earned 27 and the latter a fine knock of 
87. The loss of their two wickets hurt us dearly, and the game looked dead and buried 
until Tom Kerridge (yes, another Tom!) smashed a quickfire 29 only to be run out in 
exceptionally controversial circumstances when we were 30 short of the opposition’s 
total with six overs to play and two wickets in hand. Kerridge smashed the ball down 
the ground, charged up the wicket with the ball having beaten the bowler, only for it to 
crash into the side of the umpire’s ankle. While Kerridge was apologising to the 
umpire for striking his ankle, the ball trickled to mid-off who picked it up and ran him 
out. Ultimately this proved decisive as we were bowled out for 288 off 46 overs in 
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what was a great game of cricket. If we had batted our last four overs, the result might 
have been very different indeed.  
 
Sunday May 15 v Marlborough Blues at Marlborough - won by 10 runs 
Pilgrims 140; Marlborough 130.  
 
This was certainly a different match to the 600 run epic the previous week. Winning 
the toss (Fergus Taylor was absent due to rugby commitments - hence the successful 
coin toss no doubt) captain Charlie Carline decided to bat. This, initially at least, 
looked like an excellent decision with the captain notching up a tidy 45, well 
supported by his opening partner Tom Gibbs who scored a steady 29. However, with 
the rest of the batsman scoring a combined total of 43 between them, a promising start 
resulted in a far below par total of 140.  
 
However, the Pilgrims had a decent bowling side and had hope of wrestling a victory 
out of the game, which is exactly what they did with a particularly archetypal ‘Sherby-
squeeze’. With bowling figures of three for 45 from Harry Fielder, three for 35 from 
Tom Soanes, and four for 24 from Theo Grainzevelles the Pilgrims successfully 
bowled the Blues out for 130. This was an excellent victory for the Pilgrims and one 
that we will remember for a while!  
 
Sunday June 5 v Radley Rangers at Radley – lost by 7 wickets 
Pilgrims 177 (W M Smibert 72); Radley 178-3 
 
We won the toss and on an evenly paced pitch Will Smibert took full advantage, 
scoring a superb 72 before being caught at point. Oliver Clifford and Henry 
Cheal both reached the 30s but wickets kept falling.  We knew we would have to bowl 
well to defend a modest total, given the conditions and that we were two men short. In 
the event our bowling failed to trouble the Rangers who overhauled our total in just 28 
overs with only James Vitali and Tom Keane posing any threat.  
 
Sunday June 12, Cricketer Cup first round v Uppingham Rovers at Sherborne – 
lost by 74 runs 
Uppingham 230 (J Vitali 4-41); Pilgrims 156-9 
 
We won the toss and decided to field. Our opening bowlers Rob Rydon and James 
Vitali bowled tightly and with Andy Nurton and Humphrey Gibbs keeping up the 
pressure Uppingham were only 100 after 30 overs with four wickets down. However, 
aided by 25 extras and some vigorous batting in the last ten overs, when they added 
another 70 runs, the Rovers were able to set a reasonable but eminently gettable target 
of 231. An opening stand of 52 off the first 16 overs between Charlie Esson and 
Ashley Merritt gave us a solid start but sadly our middle order collapsed with no one 
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getting into double figures. With the score at 94 for seven after 33 overs, it was left to 
James Vitali batting at No 9 (37 not out) to give the score some respectability. In truth, 
although our bowling stood up to scrutiny, our batting seemed largely devoid of form 
and confidence. It remains essential that those who turn out are playing regular cricket 
to a good standard if we are to return to the success of a few years ago. 
 
Saturday July 2 v The School at Sherborne – lost by 26 runs 
School 166 (H S Fisher 52); Pilgrims 140 (F E Taylor 60, G J R Pope 4-19) 
 
The Pilgrims applied themselves well with the ball, bowling the School out for a 
modest 166. Humphrey Gibbs and James Vitali bowled particularly well with figures 
of three for 20 and two for 10 respectively.  
In good batting conditions this modest target was very attainable in the allocated 40 
overs. We looked to have secured our first victory over the School in a number of 
years following a great start to the innings courtesy of a quickfire 60 off 42 balls from 
Fergus Taylor. However, with the rest of the batsmen compiling just 55 runs between 
them, we fell 26 runs short of a total that should have been reached.  
 
Monday July 11 v Sherborne CC at the Terrace - drawn 
Pilgrims 199-5dec; (A D Nurton 72, C A L Leach 62); Sherborne CC 149-8  
 
Weary from the previous night’s opening festivities of the Cricket Week, the Pilgrims 
gingerly made their way for the annual fixture which proved yet again a cracking 
game of cricket. 
   
We won the toss and made the sensible decision to bat first. The innings got off to a 
reasonable start with the aggressive Will Smibert smashing a quickfire 24. Charlie 
Leach anchored the innings with a well-constructed 62 and Andrew Nurton finished it 
off with an explosive 72. We declared on 199 for five off 35 overs judging that would 
give us a similar number of overs to win the match. We got both the openers out 
without scoring, but the opposition held on for a draw for four nerve-racking overs 
despite being eight wickets down.      
 
Tuesday July 12 v MCC at Sherborne – won by 7 wickets 
MCC 211-9 (P C A Dunne 64, A D Nurton 5-22); Pilgrims 215-3 (C J Wake 88*, F E 
Taylor 78) 
 
In line with tradition, MCC batted first. They felt the “Sherby Squeeze” early, with 
eight maidens in the first 12 overs. MCC were wise to the Pilgrims opening attack and 
dropped their star batsman, G A Adair, from opener to No 5. This obviously had 
nothing to do with his antics from the night before. P C A Dunne worked hard to reach 
64, though he was aided by some of the Pilgrims’ lackadaisical fielding. The quote 
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“Catches win matches” started to creep into their thoughts. As expected, Adair came 
in and managed to release the shackles of the “squeeze”. Murdoch did very well to tie 
up an end, bowling 16 overs on the trot and being rewarded for his efforts with two 
wickets. Opening bowler Andy Nurton, with no wickets to his name as it stood, 
returned to bowl some tweakers. In this spell he managed to rake in a five wicket haul, 
potentially paving the way for a change in bowling action late on in his career. MCC 
declared on 211 for 9. 
 
When the Pilgrims came in to bat, it looked like a potentially tough task to score the 
runs in the time remaining. However, captain and opener Fergus Taylor took matters 
into his own hands. He smashed a swashbuckling 78 off 45 balls, with a little catching 
practice in-between. This swung the momentum of the game massively to the 
Pilgrims. The innings was anchored by Cameron. Wake, showing a classy batting 
display to bring the team home with 88 not out and give the Pilgrims a comfortable 
victory. 
 
Wednesday July 13 v Bryanston Butterflies at Sherborne – won by 77 runs                            
Pilgrims 374-6 dec (F E Taylor 84); Bryanston 297  
 
On arrival at the Upper bright and early, we realised that we would be playing on the 
same wicket which had provided a seven wicket win and impressive chase against  
MCC the previous day. As the toss loomed both teams had amassed only eight players 
and so batting first seemed like the logical decision to allow the remainder of the team 
to arrive. Both captains however were set on the decision to bowl first on what 
appeared to be something of a road. Here a stroke of luck favoured us in Fergus 
Taylor’s inability to win a toss and we soon found ourselves injected against the now 
nine man Butterfly fielding unit. 
 
Things started nicely with the first over going for 21 including 11 wides, and 
progressed rapidly from there. Will Smibert and Fergus Taylor played aggressively on 
a trusting wicket which meant that by lunch the Pilgrims were on 152 for two, with 
Taylor (84) and Smibert (31) back in the hutch. The mid order took up the mantle 
from here.  Momentum was continued by C Taylor (21) and A Nurton (26 not out) to 
bring the total up to 374 for six from our 50 overs. This is believed to be one of the 
largest totals hit on The Upper and by the Pilgrims. 
 
Ruing the decision to insert us, Bryanston started their innings positively and quickly 
found themselves on 117 for one at tea. The fielding and bowling was proving to be 
just as difficult to control as earlier in the day but after a good feed the Pilgrims 
reasserted themselves and reduced the Butterflies to 126 for six. Nurton (10-1-42-1) 
and Hancock (9.1-0-41-2) bowled very tidily and somehow managed to go at less than 
one-a-ball in a very high-scoring game. Edlmann managed to acquire a brace of 
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wickets in the vital period after tea. Despite Davies’ (98) best efforts, Bryanston 
finished on 297 all out off 46.1 overs. This was an excellent all-round performance on 
what was a good track and fast outfield. 
 
Thursday July 14 v Clayesmore Cormorants at Iwerne Minster – won by 104 runs  
Pilgrims 221; Clayesmore 117 (A D Nurton 4-22) 
 
Despite some initial reluctance from the Pilgrims to play at Iwerne Minster CC instead 
of an unavailable Clayesmore School, especially when the clear alternative seemed to 
be to play at The Upper where a record-breaking score had been posted the day 
before, we were met on arrival at the ground by a stunning setting and a beautiful day. 
The wicket itself was not quite so attractive with plenty of beak-sized holes spread 
across it. Fergus Taylor was therefore in two minds at the toss, especially with some 
new blood at his disposal and a lighter night than normal having been had by the 
others, but he duly decided to bat first. 
 
The captain opened with debutant, current Deputy Head Pastoral at Sherborne and 
(whisper it) Old Millfieldian Matthew Jamieson. They both went about hitting the bad 
ball sweetly and Taylor in particular got the team off to a fast start as he had been 
doing all week, eventually being dismissed for 39. A mini-collapse then followed as 
the Cormorants’ left-arm wrist-spinner, Jamie Dike, found the conditions to his liking. 
Some excellent ball-striking from George Wayman (32) and then Fergus Hughes-
Onslow (35) ensured that the Pilgrims reached a competitive score of 221 and also 
avoided any need for the captain to decide on when to declare. Dike ended with nine 
wickets and bowled very nicely, but the real highlight of the first innings was the 
outstanding lunch that Clayesmore provided in a marquee in the garden of one of the 
boarding houses.  It really was top-notch and was enjoyed by all. 
 
The Cormorants started steadily enough with their ‘ringer’ opening up, having also 
opened the bowling and sent down well over 15 overs. Nurton managed to dismiss 
him in the third over with a well-judged caught and bowled and from then on it looked 
as though he and Charlie Carr-Smith might take a wicket with almost every ball as the 
Cormorants batsmen relied on very limited stroke-play. They somehow managed to 
survive until tea, and the game looked as if it might be in the balance as we once again 
retired to the marquee for a lovely tea. 
 
However, a flurry of wickets immediately after the break, mainly due to injudicious 
shots, pretty much put the game beyond doubt, Nurton finishing with four for 22 from 
his 14 overs and Hughes-Onslow bowling some decent finger spin to end up with 
three for 26. Charlie Taylor came on at the end to mop up the tail picking up two 
wickets with his deceptively-flighted pies and the Cormorants fell 104 runs short of 
the target. As some had suspected, although the Pilgrims’ total may have looked 
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modest it was actually a very good score on a difficult surface. The bowlers made sure 
of a third consecutive victory. 
 
Friday July 15 v Canford Cygnets at Sherborne – won by 106 runs 
Pilgrims 243 (S G A Walsh 101*); Canford 137 
 
Following a winning draw against Sherborne CC on the Monday and three 
consecutive wins, the Pilgrims approached their final match of the 2016 Cricket Week 
with much confidence that they could perform well, despite a number of walking-
wounded from the previous night’s scrimmaging.  
 
The wicket had been a road all week but with a downpour just before the 11.30am 
start and, following Fergus Taylor customarily losing the toss, Canford decided to put 
the Pilgrims in to bat. The decision proved to be a reasonable one with the ball nipping 
around and conditions favouring the fielding side early on. The opening pair of 
Jamieson and Taylor found it tough to score with the former falling for nought and the 
latter, who was in decent form having scored 201 runs in the previous three innings, 
falling for 14. Simon Walsh proved the hero of the innings, scoring one of the finest 
hundreds seen on The Upper in a long while. His chanceless 101 not out came off 111 
balls in very tough conditions against bowlers who were moving it around and putting 
it in the right places. He was a superb anchor to innings with Oliver Nott (24) and 
Fergus Hughes-Onlsow (42) playing aggressively around him to help us to a very 
competitive total of 243 off our 50 overs.  
 
However, we knew we would have to bowl and field well to win the match and that is 
exactly what manifested. Charles Carr-Smith and Nurton opened the bowling superbly 
with figures of three for 25 and two for 20 respectively. Given that it was the end of a 
long, albeit excellent Week we fielded with a good intensity, catching well, putting the 
opposition under pressure, and ultimately bowling Canford out for 137 to wrap up a 
fine Pilgrims cricket week.  
 
Sunday July 31 v Hampshire Hogs at Warnford – lost by 106 runs 
Hampshire Hogs 347-6 dec; Pilgrims 241  
 
The toss sadly was lost and the Hogs chose to bat. Our opening bowlers struggled with 
line and length and with plenty of gaps it was clear we were in for a tough day. The 
openers both raced along to half centuries but thanks to some tidy bowling from James 
Vitali the run rate was halted to a mere six an over. Harry Fielder came good - he took 
two quick wickets and was unlucky to have their opening bat dropped at slip on 99. 
The very next ball he was taken. Post lunch the bowling was without much threat but 
nevertheless Fred Cave and Lewis Hinch picked up wickets regularly. The Hogs 
finally declared with 348 the target. 
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Cave showed his style and class with a brisk 50, his cover drive a particular highlight. 
However, at the other end we could not find a partner for him until Charlie Taylor 
came in at No 5 and played a chance-free innings hitting bowlers here there and 
everywhere. However, they both fell and we needed more than eight an over with not 
much in the shed to come. So we elected to try and bat out 25 overs with three wickets 
left. Robin Irving and Lewis Hinch stonewalled until five overs to go, when Hinch 
was deceived by a well-disguised off cutter and then Charlie Garnett sadly nicked off.  
We had succumbed with two overs to spare.  
 
 
Sunday August 27 v Eton Ramblers at Eton - drawn 
Pilgrims 286-9 dec (T S Pope 96, A A Pusinelli 52); Eton 106-9 (T S Pope 5–23) 
 
Another fine day beckoned with the prospect of a youthful Pilgrims XI going to Eton 
to play the Ramblers. Captain Pusinelli got us off to a fine start by winning the toss 
and putting the Ramblers into the field for some early morning foot-pounding. 
 
However, the Ramblers, undeterred by the loss of the toss, bowled with much purpose 
and we were soon teetering on 43 for 5.  At this point a strong counter-attacking stand 
by Pusinelli and Tim Pope added 91 in quick time before Pusinelli helped a full toss 
on leg stump down long leg’s throat after a fine innings of 52. Pope continued to add 
runs before and after lunch with increasing ease but eventually new personnel in the 
slips and a change in bowling combined to end his innings for a masterful 96. Fred 
Cave (24), William Fortescue (38) and Angus Murdoch (27) added meaningful scores 
and brought about a declaration at 286 for nine. 
 
Not content with his efforts with the bat, Pope then produced an equally fine display 
with the ball.  The Ramblers found themselves 43 for 5 with Pope having taken all 
five wickets for 23 included a rare hat-trick. So Eton were left to chase 241 off the 
final 20 overs - a task which was clearly beyond the abilities of their lower order, who 
nevertheless defended stoutly to secure a draw. In fact, we really had not allowed 
ourselves enough time to bowl them out. 

Fergus Taylor 
 

RUGBY 2016 – 17 
 
Another outstanding season for the Pilgrims XV has drawn to a close, giving the team 
a chance to dust off the cricket whites for the summer. This season has focussed on 
building the social side of the club compared with previous seasons, in part due to the 
weather putting a stop to several games. That being said, the XV had a fair few big 
occasions on and off the pitch. On the pitch, the team travelled to Bryanston to play in 
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a memorial game for Tom Nelson, an old Bryanstonian who had also attended 
Sherborne Prep, followed by a poignant dinner in the evening; played in a charity 
game against the Eastbourne Stags under lights at Rosslyn Park, raising nearly £400 
for the Teenage Cancer Trust; embarked on a tour to Edinburgh, beating the 
Edinburgh Medics in a hard-fought game in the cold Scottish conditions; and soundly 
beat the East India Club in a fixture fast becoming an annual tradition. Off the pitch, a 
group of 28 Pilgrims took a trip to Twickenham to watch the Premiership Double 
Header and held a Christmas Dinner in Fulham. 
 
Saturday September 3 at Twickenham 
We headed to Twickenham to watch Saracens take on Worcester, and Harlequins play 
Bristol in the Premiership Double header. Great company and outstanding rugby made 
for a memorable day. The occasion was topped off with meeting England and GB 
sevens star Dan Norton, who, somewhat bemused by a large group of men all sporting 
the same tie, agreed to take a photo. The day provided an encouraging start to the 
season, with Pilgrims spanning many school years turning out. 
 
Sunday October 9 v East India Club at Richmond – won 54-12 
The Pilgrims started the 2016/17 season with a comprehensive win over the East India 
Club. In one of the most open matches in recent history, a deeper squad and great 
loose play meant that Sherborne ran away with the game. The Pilgrims only led by 
two scores at the halfway mark, but a string of injuries left the game as a no contest. 
Superb scores came from Alex Pusinelli, jinking inside to beat his man, and Hugh 
Willis, showing his power around the fringes. Move of the day was a Pusinelli cross-
field kick that found John Head in acres of space, but with a lot to do to go over the 
whitewash. A great start, but tougher tasks lay ahead for the Pilgrims if they were to 
retain their ‘Gentlemen of London Rugby Championship’ title. 
 
Saturday October 22 v Old Bryanstonians at Bryanston – lost 7-29 
This encounter was similar to the East India Club game two weeks prior, but this time 
it was the Pilgrims who fell to the vast Old Bryanstonian squad.  In a tribute to OB 
and former Sherborne Prepper Tom Nelson, the two sides locked horns at Bryanston, 
in the home side’s first ever fixture. With a 30-man squad and an experienced coach in 
charge, it was to be an uphill battle for the Pilgrims. The starting XVs went toe-to-toe 
throughout the first half, with Sherborne cancelling out the earlier Bryanston score 
through a pick and drive from Hugh Willis. After injuries to James Bowker, Joss 
Edlmann, Tom Fleming and Ben Lyons, the Pilgrims were unable to get hold of the 
ball, and on the rare occasions that they did, they couldn’t cause any problems for the 
far fresher Bryanston defence. On the stroke of the hour mark, Bryanston broke 
through to break the 7-7 parity and from then on put Sherborne to the sword. The final 
whistle was a relief for the Pilgrims, but the purpose of the day was far more 
important than the scoreline.   
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Friday November 25, Christmas dinner at King’s Arms, Fulham 
Twenty Pilgrims began the festivities at the Temperance in Fulham, with Guinness 
provided by Piers Jackson. The group then moved on to the King’s Arms, where 
Rupert Bagnall had provided copious quantities of beer. Over crackers, turkey and 
Christmas pudding, conversation moved to the tour, and our manager, Ben Lyons, 
took the opportunity to announce the destination of this season’s trip - Edinburgh. 
This news bolstered the group’s enthusiasm, and the evening was capped with a 
rowdy rendition of the Carmen, much to the amusement of the other pub goers.  
 
Saturday January 28 v Merlins RFC at Regent’s Park – won 38-24 
The Merlins were a new addition to the championship this season, and were an 
unknown quantity. It turned out that both sides were evenly matched, and a classic 
game ensued. The Pilgrims fielded a heavyweight side, with five props on the pitch at 
one point, but the Merlins were equally well equipped with several strong runners in 
their back row and centre. The first half was closely contested, with powerful runs off 
the back of the Pilgrims scrum by number 8/prop Ed Scott Bowden repeatedly making 
holes in the Merlins’ defence. Their centres were making equally devastating runs 
whenever they had the ball, making for a game of end to end rugby. By half-time the 
Merlins were slightly ahead, but the Pilgrims had recognised that the main attacking 
threats were their three-quarters, and decided to target them in defence. 
 
In the second half this strategy paid off immediately, with a sudden drop in opposition 
yards gained. This frustrated the Merlins, and with the referee looking for dips in 
discipline the penalty count began to work in the Pilgrims’ favour. Repeated attacks 
down the wings paid off and the Pilgrims scoreline began to mount. When the final 
whistle went, the Pilgrims had racked up a decent lead, but the Merlins had matched 
the Pilgrims closely, making for a very entertaining game. Since the game had kicked 
off at 10am, both sides headed to a nearby pub for a spot of lunch and a few drinks, 
and the opposition captain remarked that the sides should play more often.  
 
Saturday February 4 v Edinburgh Medics RFC – won 20-14 
The tour group convened at King’s Cross with supplies ready for the long train 
journey north. Taking the train seemed like a good idea until we came to board, when 
we found there were no large groups of seats. The Pilgrims split up and had a quiet 
first hour of tour, but the train had emptied enough by Birmingham for the group to 
make camp. Excitement increased with the appearance in our carriage of John 
Inverdale, heading up to host coverage of the Six Nations game that weekend. 
 
Once in Edinburgh the Pilgrims headed to their accommodation. Tour organiser Ben 
Lyons had done a great job in finding a series of well-appointed apartments for the 
weekend. After dropping the kit off, the tourists headed out to sample the city’s 
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numerous watering holes before the traditional tour curry. Eventually the day’s 
excitement took its toll, and with an early kick-off the following day it was time for 
bed. On organising taxis to the apartments, it was found that there was one too many 
to fit, but fortunately George Smibert smuggled himself into the boot of a taxi without 
the driver finding out.  
 
After a quick breakfast next morning, we headed to the ground for the match against 
the Edinburgh University Medics XV. The night before had taken its toll on the 
Pilgrims, who just about managed to field a full XV. The Edinburgh side looked 
fearsome with a professional warm-up, and we knew that this was not going to be a 
walk-over. From the kick-off it was clear that the sides were evenly matched, with 
Edinburgh soaking up the penetrating attacks made by the mobile Pilgrims backs. The 
tourists’ hard-fought and well-organised defence meant that the game was a stalemate 
for most of the first half. Eventually Edinburgh made the mistake of allowing the 
centre partnership of Will and George Smibert to punch through their defence, and the 
floodgates opened. In the second half, a series of heavy hits on the Pilgrims meant that 
numbers began to dwindle, and with no substitutes available the team finished the 
game with only 11 left standing. In the true spirit of the game, the opposition matched 
our numbers, and the game ended with a comfortable victory to the Pilgrims. 
 
After the game both sides moved to a pub booked by the Edinburgh side to watch the 
internationals. The Scots were wonderful hosts, laying on deep fried haggis and 
comfortable chairs! The combination was too much for skipper Jamie Snudden, who 
took a nap and was emulated by most of the tourists. The morning proved too much 
for Seb Jaques and Archie Denny who left for the apartments and were only seen 
again the following morning. 
 
The annual tour undertaken by the Pilgrims was again a great success, and enthusiasm 
for the team is at its highest, leaving the club in great health. Plans for next year’s tour 
are already underway. 
 
 
Friday February 17 v Eastbourne Stags at Rosslyn Park – won 29-3  
After the success of last season’s ‘Friday Night Lights’ fixture at Allianz Park, the 
Pilgrims laced up again under the floodlights, this time to face Eastbourne Stags at 
Rosslyn Park. After our tour victory in Edinburgh, the Pilgrims were in form and had 
the experience of floodlit rugby over their opponents, but the Stags had the size 
advantage, seemingly from 1-15. 
 
Some heavy hits set the tone in the opening ten minutes.  It is rare that former 1st XV 
captain Nick Holding-Parsons loses a collision, even more so to a fly-half! Eastbourne 
picked up the first three points with their beefy scrum half kicking the goal from the 
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best part of 40 yards, a warning for Sherborne to not give away any penalties inside 
their own half.  Nerves were quickly out of the system, and the Pilgrims began to 
settle. Ball was being won up front, and the three-quarter pairing of Ben 
Lyons and Nick Batchelor were orchestrating matters nicely (a la George Ford/Owen 
Farrell if you will). A speculative cross-field kick from Lyons somehow found the 
hands of the pacey Alex Cattle, and the winger raced away but lost the ball inches 
from the line.  Cattle was not to be denied and moments later showed his gas once 
more to put the Pilgrims in the lead. The try relaxed the team, and they were now 
putting in some big blows of their own, with George Smibert shrugging off a would-
be tackler in a move more akin to judo than a rugby field.  Sherborne were then in the 
ascendancy as good work by the pack produced consistent quick ball for the back-line.  
Ben Lyons spotted a gap to bundle over the line, with Batchy's conversion giving the 
Pilgrims a 12-3 lead at the break. 
 
With nine changes made at half-time, Sherborne had energy on their side, and 
although our scrum dominance subsided, we were the ones hitting ruck after ruck and 
providing clean ball for the fresh men out wide. Eastbourne’s handling errors 
continued into the second period, with no pressure being put on the Pilgrims’ defence.  
With the Stags starting to tire, Alex Kerby took advantage of some weak guarding 
around the ruck, and muscled through from a yard out to seal the win for the Pilgrims. 
The gaps were opening up now for both sides, but Max Allen showed his superior 
finishing ability, shimmying past a couple of defenders to score underneath the posts.  
Eastbourne heads dropped as they knew there was no way back.  There was still time 
for Ben Lyons to score his second of the match, with some neat hands finding the 
veteran on the wing, and the Green boy displayed fleetness-of-foot to dart down the 
touchline and secure the Man of the Match award.  Eastbourne may have had the last 
laugh however when James Capel bravely stepped up to attempt to thwart one of the 
Stags juggernauts. Needless to say, the Pilgrims hooker found himself thrust down to 
the turf, but he lives to tell the tale. 
 
This was another hugely successful season, and plans for 2017-18 mean that it should 
be another cracker. Another tour, more teams joining our league, more social events, 
and a game on the Upper may actually happen! 

Jamie Snudden and Alastair Pusinelli 
 

HOCKEY 2016-17 
 
Sunday October 2 2016, Haileybury 6’s tournament 
 
After a shaky start to the morning with the designated bus driver’s alarm not going off 
and the bus still not collected, the Vivat Express finally set off full of 9 eager Pilgrim 
hockey players. 
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As always we received a warm welcome by Pilgrim and tournament organiser Andy 
Searson who eased us in with a game against arguably our biggest West Country rival, 
Bryanston. A strong start to the game resulted in us going 2-0 up early on, with a fine 
finish from Jack Hamshaw at the top of the D, followed by a fairly straightforward 
(but crucial) tap in from Ed Bacon. Bryanston pulled one back, but too little too late as 
the final whistle went for a 2-1 win to the Pilgrims. 
  
Our second game was against St Albans who fielded a team with an average age ten 
years our senior. This didn’t stop them from having some talented and potential club 
players who ran circles around our defence resulting in a goal with two minutes to 
play. However, a Pilgrims goal in the last minute would have levelled the game had 
the referee allowed advantage. An unfortunate loss 1-0 and some polite words to the 
referee from Jamie Guerin to follow. 
  
With Group B having too many teams, Clifton were moved over to our Group, and 
were our next opposition! We were keen to obtain another scalp from an old school 
rival, and looked set to do so with George Mann setting the Pilgrims up nicely with a 
well-scored short corner move. No goals to follow for either team resulting in a win. 
  
Felsted was our final game, and a win was needed to progress past lunch and into the 
play-offs. They fired right out of the blocks with a first minute goal that not even our 
6ft 3 keeper Alfie Heath had a way of getting anywhere near. A fine goal from Alex 
Pusinelli levelled the score as he snuck the ball through a tight angle between keeper’s 
pad and post, but unfortunately the levelled score was short lived as Felsted continued 
to dominate up front. Some fine defending from Charlie Carline and Ed Bonnell 
couldn’t keep them from scoring two goals in the last six minutes to send us packing. 
  
At least we could make the most of a delicious Haileybury lunch and be home in time 
for the final day of the Ryder Cup. Once again this was a really super day out and 
within a week we were signed up for the 2017 Haileybury day.  
 
On a glorious weekend in Sherborne the Pilgrims headed down for some sport and a 
bit of a social. On Saturday evening the team bonded over some fine steak washed 
down with some Tribute and Carlsberg in the Old School Room. A quick rendition of 
the Carmen to rouse the lads and a couple more pints down at the Digby Tap, and it 
was time for game faces and a good night’s kip.  
 
Sunday March 26 v School 1st XI at Sherborne - won 6-2  
 
The Pilgrims team was a good mixture, with some younger lads still playing at 
University which certainly aided the old faithful from 09 who had our squad skipper 
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Will Smibert injured before he even turned up. Ed Bonnell took the captaincy in his 
stride and started talk of a diamond formation which the lads laughed at but two 
minutes in and the Pilgrims were 1-0 up thanks to a fantastic strike from Hugh, the 
new captain, and his tactics had earned the team’s respect instantly. The Pilgrims 
looked fluent and were passing with precision I hadn’t seen since school days and the 
School team looked lost and out of sorts, maybe still feeling the effects from a loss to 
Millfield the day before. Realising this the Pilgrims went into beast mode and three 
more unanswered goals threatened to see the game run away from the boys with one 
Pilgrim fan asking if we were on for a cricket score. The School struck back with one 
goal silencing these claims.  
 
Match manager Will Smibert, against doctor’s advice, then decided to bring himself 
on for a cameo while we were in control but his determination won a penalty flick. 
Yes, you guessed it - up stepped Ed Bacon… Bacon noticed the keeper clearly 
expecting a quality flick top left so placed the ball at waist height and minimal speed 
centre right, all on purpose of course, making him look a fool. This is a tactic the 
Sherborne boys will have to pick up with age, but a lesson learnt the hard way is better 
than no lesson learnt at all. The team weren’t done there and with some slick play of 
their own in a good ten-minute period they were back into the game with two more 
goals applying some late pressure. Realising the Pilgrims needed to finish the game 
before it became too close Ellwood and Carline dominated midfield possession 
leading to a nice goal from Hugh, although nothing compared to his first. Frustration, 
disappointment and deflation were all things the 1st team must have been feeling at 
this point and it showed as Jamie Guerin made a fantastic run into the danger zone but 
was smashed off the ball in rugby-like fashion. A yellow card was brandished for this 
tackle but later reduced to a Saturday night detention given it was a friendly fixture. 
The tackle may have seemed like a good idea at the time but I hope the young player 
has time to reflect on it when his mates are having a few down the Stick.  
 
As always the Pilgrims thoroughly enjoyed coming back to play against the current 
lads, and it helps to play at the end of their season when they are a little worn down. It 
was a great game played in good spirits (which goes without saying having 22 
Shirburnians current and past on the field). We look forward to returning next year for 
more hospitality and hockey.   

Will Smibert 
 

FOOTBALL 2016 – 17 
 
Wednesday August 24 v Old Radleians at Whitton Sports Centre – drawn 1-1 
 
The Pilgrims just succeeded in fielding 11 players in this pre-season encounter against 
Radley, but were in contention into the closing stages. This year was always going to 
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be different after last season’s 3-2 win, as the Pilgrims were missing key players and 
facing a well-drilled Radley side. In the opening exchanges Radley were the more 
comfortable in possession, with Sherborne on the back foot and looking to counter. 
The Pilgrims’ cobwebs gradually blew off and they displayed neat touches of their 
own. George Atkins thwarted many a Radley attack at the back, and looked to launch 
Sherborne forwards. Chip Zimmer brought great energy in defence and attack - in one 
surging run he beat three men but lacked support close to goal. In a game of few 
chances Alex Cattle provided the Pilgrims’ first shot on target, while Radley looked 
dangerous but were wasteful in their finishing. With half-time approaching they 
looked to have broken the deadlock, but the goal was ruled off-side.  
 
Neat play at the re-start put Radley in front with a smart finish from the edge of the 
area. They almost doubled their lead soon after but a fine save from man of the match 
Michael Smith kept Sherborne in the game. Radley subsequently took their foot off 
the accelerator and the Pilgrims worked themselves into goal-scoring positions but 
lacked the final pass to unlock a stubborn defence.  
 
With 20 minutes left, a goal from captain Henry Birch was controversially disallowed 
by the (invisible) referee for hand-ball. The resultant free-kick fell straight to Alastair 
Pusinelli, who deflected the ball to Birch. Winning a yard over his marker the 
defender-turned-striker drilled a fierce 20 yard left-footed shot into the bottom corner. 
In the final quarter, both sides pushed for the win, and Smith produced more useful 
saves. Midfielders Harry Edwards and James Capel saw plenty of the ball, and the 
Pilgrims looked for one final chance, which came when Pusinelli poked the ball 
through to Birch.  After beating his defender for pace, his final touch let him down, 
allowing the goalkeeper to smother the ball. Sherborne would have struggled had 
Charlie Carline not made the effort to arrive for the second half, and a draw was a fair 
result in the torrential rain. 
         
Saturday October 8 v Old Bryanstonians - won 5-2 
 
Saturday October 15 v St Columba’s at St Albans -  won 4-1 
 
The 2016-17 season proper began with a trip to St Columba’s College, St Albans, in a 
fixture widely touted as ‘semi-important’.  M25 delays prompted disjointed pre-match 
preparations, with most of the squad opting for a kick-around on the motorway hard 
shoulder.   
 
Poor Pilgrim decision-making in the early exchanges saw St Columba’s rifle home an 
early goal, but this was against the run of play in an increasingly one-sided encounter. 
Christian MacLaren, Will Hooper, Luke Skipsey and Charlie Carline all wrote their 
name on the score sheet, and with some great interchanges the Pilgrims sliced their 
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opponents open time and again. Centre-halves Cattle, Atkins and later Whiteaway 
were imperious in the air, and Vitali in goal had little to do.  
 
The Pilgrims’ new kit deserves mention. It is a sharp strip, reflecting the build-up play 
that the Pilgrims put on for the small contingent of travelling support on a warm 
afternoon. Ultimately, it was a confident and promising performance from this 
impressive Pilgrims side, and gave them positive momentum in their bid to join the 
Arthurian League - a challenge we would all relish. 
   
Saturday November 19, Junior League Cup (1st Leg) v Old Cholmeleians - won 
3-0  
Saturday December 3, JLC Cup (2nd Leg) v Old Cholmeleians - won 3-0 
 
Saturday February 18, JLC Cup 2nd round v Old Sennockians at Sevenoaks -  
lost 2-5 
 
A wise man once said that there is no such thing as bad weather, just different types of 
good weather. This adage was utterly redundant at Sevenoaks, where it was quickly 
obvious in sub-zero temperatures that the encounter would be one of mental fortitude 
rather than footballing prowess.  
 
Sherborne’s sheltered microclimate means that the Pilgrims entered the contest at a 
decided disadvantage, and their renowned brand of passing football found no home on 
the snow-covered pitch. A direct free-kick, an incisive through ball and a turnover in 
Sherborne’s own box saw us concede three goals by half-time, with a single goal in 
reply.  
 
A vastly-improved second half performance saw the gap close to a single goal, but a 
penalty put the contest beyond doubt before the Old Sennockians added a fifth. 
Unfortunately, Charlie Haddock remained as isolated up front as the UK on WTO 
rules post-Brexit. These frustrations were further exasperated by the referee’s 
forgettable match. 
 
The Pilgrims played some good football, but needed a more direct approach and more 
regular delivery into the opposition box. The trip to Sevenoaks in February put “a cold 
night at Stoke” into real context and we should not be too disheartened. While now 
out of both cup competitions, we played some good football in this year’s fixtures, and 
with hard work the Pilgrims will be a handful in the 2017-18 season. 
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Saturday March 4 v Old Epsomians at Whitton -  lost 0-2 
 
On a sunny morning at our newly adopted home at Whitton Sports Centre, we were 
looking for a Cup upset in the John Woolcott Trophy against a well-organised Old 
Epsomians XI, technically six divisions above us.  
 
The Pilgrims started slowly, and the Old Epsomians enjoyed the early possession, but 
were denied by the centre-back partnership of captain Christian Maclaren and Chris 
Gilbert, making his long-awaited debut for the club. As the Pilgrims grew into the 
game and won more possession, a lapse in concentration from a throw in and a tidy 
Epsom finish saw Simon Lamb picking the ball out of the back of our net. This woke 
the Pilgrims up as Will Whiteaway, Will Hooper and Ned Parker dominated the 
50/50s and began to control the game. The introduction of James Capel to the midfield 
had the desired effect and the Pilgrims became the dominant team, but to no avail as 
striker James Nott was not receiving the supply he needed. 
 
The Pilgrims started the second half as they ended the first, applying pressure on the 
opposition back four, and were the more comfortable team. The substitution of 
Freddie Mills brought a new danger as he confused the opposition with his Rory 
Delap throw-in. From a goal-mouth scramble the ball popped out to Ned Parker who 
smashed it into the net – but the linesman’s flag cut short the celebrations. As the 
game became end to end, a counter attack saw Reynolds taken down by the left back, 
but the referee waved away the penalty claim. Structure was lost in the dying moments 
of the game, which turned into something resembling cage football. Our fitness was 
waning as their striker was played onside and put the game out of reach. 
 
This was a gutsy performance and an ‘almost’ game for the Pilgrims, with some 
decisions going against us. With the potential of our squad, we will be winning 
fixtures like this one next year.  
 
Sunday March 25 v School 1st XI at Sherborne – lost 1-2  
 
The Pilgrims met the School on the Lower for this famous fixture on a sunny 
afternoon.  The Pilgrims knew that they were up against it fitness-wise, and a 
scorching temperature didn’t help the cause. The School started better, moving the 
ball around with a precision that surprised the Pilgrims, who were playing in a less 
than flattering School 3rd team kit. After some neat passing moves down the Pilgrims’ 
right hand side the School opened the scoring with a shot from point blank range. 
Henry Rydon was less than happy on his own against three men on the left wing. 
Whatever formation the School were playing to create this dramatic three-winger 
overlap, the tactic paid off.  
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The Pilgrims found their rhythm after this wake-up call and created a number of good 
chances. Hugh Dixon and Charlie Carline played some neat combinations, turning the 
School’s full backs inside out. The incessant pressure nearly paid off as Hugh Barron, 
who had found a deadly set piece boot somewhere amongst his seven-day post-
dissertation bender, swung in a cross that landed at Luke Skipsey’s feet and was 
narrowly rifled over the crossbar. The Pilgrims finally broke through after a long ball 
over the top gave Luke a one-on-one with the keeper that he was never going to miss.  
 
The second half started with the Pilgrims confident that they could keep the School 
out through their back three of George Atkins, Will Whiteaway and Alex Cattle. 
However, after some scrappy play the School's No 9 shinned the ball over William 
Vitali to lead 2-1. As Pilgrim energy levels declined the School had more decent 
chances but were continuously denied by Vitali Jr. In the 80th minute legendary 
referee Don Cameron awarded a penalty when Skipsey went down. The penalty was 
saved by the School’s keeper, and the penalty taker mis-hit the rebound/backspin pass 
to Skipsey (imagine the Messi-Suarez penalty here). Luke calmly slotted the ball 
home before the referee ruled the goal out for offside.  This knocked the last resistance 
out of the Pilgrims, and the match ended 2-1 to the School, despite the Pilgrims 
looking a slick outfit for long periods of the game. 

          George Atkins 
 

FIVES 2016 – 17 
 
The battle to fill the absent Struan Coad’s shoes was always going to be a struggle.  
However, Toby Dean and David Kirk stepped up admirably, joining veterans from last 
year MacIver, Ambrose and Stokes. The late and welcome addition of recent 
leaver Findlay completed the six. 
 
In the twelve months since our last visit to the School the Pilgrims have all taken 
different but equally strict approaches to preparation. The final scores - and any 
witnesses - would concur that MacIver’s relentless regime of complete abstinence 
from any fives whatsoever proved the most successful, while Stokes’ tally of 
approximately 50 competitive games the least. 
 
It will come as no surprise that a group of individuals who choose fives as their 
pastime are also balancing right at the leading edge of technology and accordingly the 
Pilgrims Rugby Fives WhatsApp group celebrated its one year anniversary recently. 
For many of the members it has become one of the few go to places that combine 
rugby fives news and tactics with warm and reassuringly ill-informed political 
discussion. 
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The School’s top pair of Shardlow & Smith were joined by masters Scorer, Mercer, 
Reynolds and Crawford. Although the ultimate result was a victory for the Pilgrims, 
the boys played extremely well and showed great resilience, not least when beating 
Ambrose and Stokes.  Both boys were consistently hitting the ball low and hard and 
demonstrating outstanding retrieval skills. They should take some comfort also in the 
fact that MacIver, Dean and Kirk all won varieties of the nationals in their time and 
are never going to be easy opposition. 
 
Highlights included a hard-fought victory by Scorer over Stokes, some decidedly 
tricky serves by the Chaplain, Tim Ambrose combining his usual energetic playing 
style with a hitherto hidden talent for team shirt design,  Kirk leading the charge of the 
third pair with powerful play and court dominance, Toby Dean’s determination to play 
top level fives in a down jacket, MacIver’s continued frankly absurd level of skill and 
Mike Cleaver quietly and successfully testing his right-hand-down-the-wall shot (it 
was possibly the best shot played on court all day). 
 
Huge thanks to the School for accommodating the ever-growing Pilgrims fives team at 
a time when the sport is perhaps struggling for numbers. We enjoyed the day 
immensely and are already plotting next year' ‘s match. It may be worth reminding our 
readers that Pilgrims (David Kirk, David Park, Simon Stokes) entered the Owers 
trophy held at St Paul’s back in October and it would be excellent to have even more 
Pilgrims involved this year as well as next year’s halo fixture against the School. 

Nick Scorer 
 

SQUASH 2016 – 17 
 
Our brief season started with the first round of the Londonderry Cup in November 
against Harrow at The Hurlingham Club. Our team of myself, Al Robertson, Justin 
Gulston, Tom Morgan and Dominic Scaglioni certainly stood a chance of winning this 
one. Both Tom and Dom lost close matches but Al’s competitive spirit meant that he 
fought through an extremely fiery and entertaining encounter against an opponent who 
thought a let could be requested at any time whether deserved or not. In the next 
match, I unfortunately pulled my hamstring after winning the first game and so tried to 
depend on my racket skills and soft hands. Those who know me will know that this 
has never been my forte.  I have always preferred to depend on my legs so I could 
only scrape one more game. This left Justin to win through in the dead rubber, and 
meant a third early defeat in a row in the Londonderry Cup after many seasons of 
being one of the ‘teams to beat’.  
 
The only other fixture that has been played this year was against the School in March. 
The slighter older local stalwarts of our squad played this one with myself, Patrick 
Macintosh, David Leakey, Mike Eliot and Jonathan Powe representing the Pilgrims. 

 22

67575 pilgrims_Layout 1  31/05/2017  11:17  Page 22



 
 

All the Pilgrims won their matches but the boys appeared a little more competitive 
and, promisingly, a lot more enthusiastic.  
 
Will Pope will be taking over Pilgrims squash in the 2017/18 season. He has already 
expressed an interest in organising a small Pilgrims tournament in the early season in 
London and a couple of friendly matches against London teams as well as the usual 
fixtures listed above. He has even mentioned getting Pilgrims’ Face App and 
Whatsbook page sorted!  

Nick Lamb 
 

 
TENNIS 2016 – 17 

 
The 2016 season once again kicked off with the D’Abernon Cup. The Pilgrims’ pair of 
James Sewry and Max Plummer had never met, let alone played together prior to the 
first round of the 2016 D’Abernon Cup. Therefore, producing the tennis that would be 
required to beat the other teams was always going to be difficult.  Playing on the 
slightly quick acrylic courts of St George’s College, Surrey, the Pilgrims first came up 
against UCS Old Boys, and faltered after a positive start.  Worryingly, a few quick 
glances across the other courts showed that the UCS Old Boys might be one of the 
weaker pairs.  Alas, we were confirmed in our estimation, and, despite some brief 
glitters of truly excellent play, such as Plummer’s majestic backhand half-volley drop 
shot (played behind his back) and Sewry’s down-the-line forehand drive volley, 
picked up from off the floor, the Sherborne pair lacked consistency, and to much 
disappointment finished bottom of the group.  The Old Millfieldians and KCS Old 
Boys qualified. To perform better, the Pilgrims ought to have been more mentally 
resilient (a few chances to convert a 40-0 lead were squandered), as well as being 
more familiar with their partner’s game.   
 
The rest of the 2016 season consisted of a match against the School during the OS 
weekend in May and a match against Sherborne Tennis Club during Commemoration. 
The match against the School ended in a tight loss for the Pilgrims’ pairs made up of 
James Sewry and me, Charlie Grant-Peterkin and Richard Bramble, Peter Sclater and 
Chris Grant-Peterkin. This was the first loss against the School for a few years and we 
will certainly enjoy having Henry Field on our side next year! We had better luck 
against the Tennis Club with a victory from a strong team made up of James and me, 
Peter and Charlie Hoare and Andrew Crowe and Ed Leakey.  
 
We have already played our first fixture of the 2017 season in early April in the 
qualifying round of the D’Abernon Cup at St George’s College. A couple of years 
ago, James Sewry and I did manage to win through in this round of the competition 
which, to my knowledge, was a first for the Pilgrims. However, I had also played with 
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Charlie Grant-Peterkin a number of times in this competition without success and, 
with this in mind, I instead invited his brother Chris. Unfortunately, despite a 
competitive day, it did not prove to be an effective tactic so perhaps, next year, we 
need to move on to the third brother or a completely different family.  
 
In 2018, James Sewry will be taking over the captaincy of Pilgrims tennis so hopefully 
he can take the team to new heights and together with players such as Henry Field 
bring a winning mentality to the D’Abernon Cup.  
 
Please do get in touch with either James or me if you would like to get involved in 
future Pilgrims fixtures. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Nick Lamb 
 

 
CROSS -COUNTRY 2016 – 17 

 
The annual Alumni Race was held on Wimbledon Common on December 17th 2016. 
Having won the main Henry VIII Cup for three consecutive years, we were aiming for 
a fourth. Unfortunately, one of our strongest runners (Harry Lane) was unable to run 
due to a stress fracture. However, this didn’t stop him coming along to support! 
Despite a few injuries, we had the best turn-out yet with 23 runners in total. Our top 
four runners were James Sewry (6), Lloyd Collier (20), Tom Hole (34) and Ed Pitt 
Ford (36). Jess Thorpe (SOG) also won the cup for the fastest woman runner. Despite 
a formidable team and some excellent individual results, we were unable to stave off 
the competition for first place, and came fourth overall – a sign of the increased 
popularity and competition of this race.  
 
Our U40 team came second with Lloyd Collier (4), Dan Baker (27) and Bill Fryer (28) 
being our first three in and in the U60s we came third with Charlie Lane (8) and 
Angus Cater (14).  
 
In February 2017 we fielded a team for the 69th Hyde Park Relays. The team 
comprised Alex Hammick, Harry Reynolds, Tim Pearce, Harry Lane, Ed Pitt Ford and 
Jess Thorpe (SOG). As usual it was a particularly cold day, and many runners could 
be seen in huddles as they waited to run their 5k leg around Hyde Park! The course 
was as usual flat with a few gradual inclines. A total of 89 teams competed and the 
Pilgrims team managed a very respectable 18th overall. 
  
The Sherborne Trophy was again a popular race this year with seven OS making it 
back for yet another chance to run the old house cross country route. The OS team 
came second overall. Harry Lane, Harry Reynolds and Ed Pitt Ford were the first three 
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in for the team. I’m told that a nice meal was then had to round off the season! Our 
next race will be the Alumni Race in December 2017.  

      Theo Irvine 
 

OLD SHIRBURNIAN GOLFING SOCIETY 2016-17 
 
Grafton Morrish 2016 and 2017 
After the good run of the last few years, we failed to qualify in 2016, but this was put 
right with an excellent performance in May 2017. 
 
Alba Trophy 
Congratulations to Toby Couzens and Stuart Gillett on winning the Alba Trophy at 
Woking in June 2016 – a 36 hole scratch foursomes medal. 
 
Mellin Salver 2016 
We were treated to perfect weather which remained warm and dry throughout the 
tournament. Moreover, after the very wet June, the course at West Hill was in 
excellent condition and the greens were true and fast so that the considerable slopes 
made putting a hazardous matter.  
 
The difficulty of the greens was reflected in the modest qualifying stableford scores in 
the Bunny Millard Salver for the over 75s. Nevertheless, Patrick Farmer and John 
Irving did very well to qualify for the knock-out stage for the first time for several 
years with 19 points. This was after a tie with Lancing and the count-back went down 
to the last three holes before we prevailed. Farmer was not available for the semi-final 
against Cranleigh and he was replaced by Simon Brown. Brown and Irving battled 
hard after Cranleigh established an early lead but were unable to recover the deficit 
and eventually went down 2 and 1. 
 
In the first round of the Peter Burles Salver for the over 65s our two pairs were Mike 
Falconer/Mike Jerrom and Alan Gale/David Dinkeldein. We were drawn against a 
strong and experienced Bedford team who proved to be too good for us, Falconer and 
Jerrom losing 3 and 2 and Gale and Dinkeldein by 4 and 3. In the first round of the 
Plate the same afternoon, Falconer and Jerrom were allowed a rest and were replaced 
by Nick Chamberlin and Mark Gidney (making his debut appearance in this event). 
We prevailed against Cranleigh, with Chamberlin and Gidney winning 2 and 1 and 
Gale and Dinkeldein 1up. Then in the semi-final round the following day the same 
team defeated Forest, Chamberlin and Gidney winning by 2 and 1 again, while Gale 
and Dinkeldein conceded a half when the whole match was effectively over. So we 
were once again in the final against Haileybury. With neither Gale nor Dinkeldein 
being available, Falconer and Simon Brown stepped into the breach. Unfortunately, 
Chamberlin and Gidney were unable to reproduce their good form of the previous 
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days and lost by a margin which their generous opponents recorded as 2 and 1! 
Meanwhile Falconer and Brown were conceded a half once the whole match was 
beyond retrieval. Thus we narrowly failed, as holders of the Plate, to retain our title. 
 
So to the G L Mellin Salver itself with the same team as in 2015 comprising; Chris 
Nevill and Nigel Whalley; Rhys Francis and Michael Farley; Mark Cannon Brookes 
and John Youngman (the latter pair still playing in the over 55s team despite both now 
being over 75!). We won the first round versus Bedford, Nevill and Whalley winning 
by a large margin and Cannon Brookes and Youngman losing by an equally large 
margin against a very effective third Bedford pair. Francis and Farley, after an up-and-
down match, managed a win at the 18th to get us into the next round against 
Cranleigh. This match appeared to be going comfortably Sherborne’s way when both 
our first and third pairs established convincing leads although Francis and Farley were 
out of form and in due course lost their match. In the end Cannon Brookes and 
Youngman won 4 and 3 while Nevill and Whalley gave away their lead but managed 
to squeak home on the 18th.  
 
This was our second successive semi-final and we were up against a strong Oundle 
side. Holes were exchanged in rapid succession in all three matches but in the end this 
semi-final turned into a cliff-hanger. Nevill and Whalley again let a lead slip and went 
to the 19th. Soon after, Francis and Farley followed them to the 19th. Meanwhile 
Cannon Brookes and Youngman went three down after 15 holes, managed to win the 
16th and 17th, the latter by virtue of an enormous putt holed by CB, but were unable 
to achieve more than a half in five at the 18th. Just as their match finished, Nevill and 
Whalley lost the 19th and the second match was called a half as they did not complete 
the 19th. So, it was a disappointment after such a close-run affair. All in all, no 
trophies but a mixture of some good and disappointing matches. The most 
encouraging aspect is that the Mellin team should be progressively reinforced over the 
next few years, meaning that the old ones can start to play in their proper age-group!                                                                                

  John Youngman 
 
Family Day 2016 
Nineteen players came to Woking on October 9 to compete for the Peter Currie Cup. 
Alan and Thomas Gale were first with 32 stableford points, with Gavin and Angus 
Prentice second with the same score.           
 
Brent Knoll 2017 
Sherborne arrived in good spirits for the Friday practice round and looking forward to 
a strong defence of our title with the same winning team as last year. The weather was 
set fair and our first-round opponents, the Warwickshire Bears, were as always staying 
in the same hotel. A bit of banter over dinner and not too much to drink.  
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In the top match with Stuart Gillett and Ed Fricker things did not go well and the 
match was lost 4 and 3.  Nigel Whalley and Jos Pralle got off to a good start with a 
birdie at the 1st and two up after three.  Somehow, we managed to lose four of the 
next six holes to be two down at the turn.  Some good golf and a wonderful wedge 
shot to the 13th for a birdie par got us back in the game and all square.  However, a 
bad tee shot from Nigel at the 14th and a poor second at the 15th put us two down 
again against very steady golf and unable to recover. 
 
Ed Kelly and Robin Irving started with a remarkable birdie when Ed’s blind second 
shot from behind the mound on the right finished 18 inches from the hole. They 
played very well in their match and were three under par and four up at the turn.  A 
couple of dropped shots and a birdie from the opposition brought the score back to one 
up but they were still looking strong when the match was over and a half was taken. 
 
We were in a tough section of the draw with either Epsom or the Army as the next 
opponent in the Plate. It turned out to be Epsom and pleased to renew the old rivalry.  
Their first pair were too good and we lost 4 and 3. Nigel and Jos got off to a good start 
and were two up. Their lead dwindled to one down when a good tee shot at the 14th 
just rolled off the back edge into an impossible place. Then the Pralle lob wedge 
magic came into play. On the 15th an impossible chip from the right side finished six 
inches from the hole.  At the next a wedge to six feet created a birdie.  The 17th was 
lost and best forgotten. On the 18th both drives were in the rough. Jos’s chip finished 
again six inches from the hole and the opponents three putted to leave us all square.  
We started down the 19th but the match behind had just lost and we walked in.  

Nigel Whalley 
 
Halford Hewitt 2017 
The East India Club was again filled to the brim for this year’s draw. Sitting behind us 
were Fettes who defeated us in the first round last year. As the teams were announced 
for the 2017 start time at Sandwich on the Thursday it was Fettes again. As we made 
our way to the bar we heard their confident comments, and we vowed to make 
amends.  
 
The standard of golf rises every year in this competition and coming so early in the 
season it is difficult to be fully match fit. That said, this year’s team showed 
tremendous enthusiasm and commitment to attend several trials at the Berkshire, Deal 
and Sunningdale, and as non-playing captain I would like to commend everybody for 
their efforts. As the dust settled on the trial we decided to use a squad with pairings 
mixing a blend of experience and the confidence of youth. The team selected for the 
match v Fettes was: JDB Pralle & NPC Hyde; TJ Couzens & EP Fricker; NDA Aubin 
& ET Elliot –Square; S Gillett & CR Martin; RAR Francis & ERS Kelly; with NK 
Whalley and JRE Irving as the reserves. 
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As the draw for the pairings were announced we could see that Fettes had moved their 
pairings around as we had suspected they would. On a warm spring day it was game 
on. In an attempt to get off to a good start Fettes had played their Scottish 
International in their top pair. They were met by Jos Pralle and Nick Hyde, a welcome 
returning player to the team, who starting with a with a three at the 1st and played 
exceptional par golf to set the pace by winning 4 and 3. Indeed four out of the five 
Sherborne pairs won their first hole, a strong start for the team. Sensing momentum, 
the second pair also played well against the ultra-competitive Francis Clark, who had 
won the crucial game last year. With Ed Fricker looking to win his Hewitt colours, 
nerves set in as the finish came in sight but we held on to win 2 and 1. The fourth 
match won 5 and 3. Nick Aubin and Ed Elliot-Square continued down the 18th as 
their match had been tightly contested and halved to win their game, leaving Francis 
and Kelly to offer a half and walk in. This reversal of last year’s result from 1½ - 3½ 
to 4 ½ - ½ (possibly 5-0) shows that the practice had paid off. The team were 
delighted, and we dined well in the King’s Arms that night.  
 
The next day we awoke to further good weather and a game against Rugby who were 
a young strong side. Robin Irving, whose golf has been strong coming into the week, 
replaced Fricker with Couzens at 5th pair and Francis and Kelly moved to 2nd pair. 
This tactic worked well and they played sub par golf to win the second match by 6 and 
5 which set the tone as Aubin and Elliot-Square were not on form and were handed 
the dog licence of 7 and 6. Up in the top match Pralle and Hyde, wobbled slightly 
down the finish but Pralle drew cries of admiration from the crowd for his four iron 
from the rough at the 17th which hit the green. It was a shot that many would have 
chipped out. They then shook hands winning 2 and 1. Behind them Gillett and Martin 
were three up with four to play, but with the danger of losing the 15th Martin held a 
25 footer for a half in four to take them to the 16th where the match was won 3 and 2 
following a half. Couzens and Irving settled for a half. A 3 ½ -1 ½ victory against a 
good team, and Sherborne through to Saturday for the first time since our final year in 
2006. Winchester awaited us in the last 16 for possibly the quarter final spot against 
Epsom, the strongest side in the tournament on handicap (+10 for their 10 players). 
We have a reasonable record against Winchester but they have been improving of late.        
 
Our team was: Francis / Kelly won 4 and 3;  Gillett / Martin lost 6 and 5; Pralle / Hyde 
won 3 and 2; Irving / Elliot-Square lost 3 and 2; Couzens / Fricker lost 3 and 1. 
Francis and Kelly continued to play well and won comfortably. Gillett and Martin had 
a poor day at the office but came up against some outstanding golf. Pralle and Hyde 
continued their excellent form and as always in the Hewitt it was down to pairs four 
and five. Irving and Elliot-Square had got ahead but steady play got the better of them. 
At 2-2 we all turned to watch the last match. Couzens and Fricker were 2 down with 
five to play so there was a chance. At the 13th Fricker pulled the ball left of the green 
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leaving Couzens a difficult chip which he left short in the trap and a half ensured 
following Winchester being short in three. A half at the difficult 14th made it two 
down with four to play, and nerves then took its toll, and we lost the 15th with some 
poor golf to be three down with three to play. Winchester lost a ball down the 16th. 
Two down. Both drives hit the fairway at the 17th, but with us missing the green the 
game was over. Winchester had played well but were beatable and so we go back to 
the drawing board for next year.  
 
This year the team played with considerable spirit and have achieved the best results 
in ten years. Having won the Grafton Morrish, Alba Trophy and Brent Knoll in recent 
years there is strength in Sherborne golf. Some of us however are getting old and if 
anybody knows of any Sherborne category 1 golfers please let me know.  

Peter Martin 
 

SCHOOL CRICKET 2016 
Played 10; Won 3; Lost 7. 
King’s Taunton 357, School 163; School 240-4 dec (G J R Pope 68), Free Foresters 
172-3; Millfield 201-8 (C G B Fish 4-37), School 204-2 (W R H Caldwell 74*); 
Marlborough 277-7, School 185; Millfield 235-4, School 185 (T J I Mason 74); 
School 122, Cheltenham 123-1; School 129-8, Clayesmore 89-9; Canford 247-8, 
School 159; School 188-6, Clifton 140 (W J R Shardlow 4-45); MCC 201-5, School 
121-6; School 98 (O J H Palmer 50*), Blundell’s 102-1 
 
Despite being adversely affected by inclement weather throughout much of the term 
there were still some excellent cricket matches played by teams across the whole 
School. The 2nd XI lost just one game all season and notched up outstanding victories 
against King’s Taunton and Marlborough, whilst the three U14 teams only lost a 
handful of games between them, with the A team making it to the semi-final of the 
County Cup. The U15 side went one better and reached the final of their County Cup 
competition but narrowly lost to Canford. 
 
The 1st XI came up against strong opposition at times and had to deal with the loss of 
captain and opening batsman Will Caldwell half way through the season but they did 
manage to record a solid win against Free Foresters and an outstanding victory away 
at Millfield in the first half of term. The best performance probably came in beating a 
talented Clifton side on The Upper and the XI also ran St Peter’s, Adelaide very close 
in a thrilling game on the last Sunday of term. 
 
With many boys lower down the School, including two fourth formers, representing 
the 1st XI at times throughout the season the future looks bright for cricket at 
Sherborne but much work will need to be done over the winter if success is to come 
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on the pitch in 2017. This process began with a successful combined cricket and 
hockey tour to Barbados, and an enjoyable tour of the iconic Kensington Oval. 

       Andy Nurton 
 

SCHOOL CRICKET FIXTURES 2017 
Thur Apr 16 Sherborne CC Sat May 9 Marlborough (a) 
Fri Apr 17 Wellington School Sat May 16 Cheltenham (a) 
Thur Apr 23 Taunton (a) Sat June 6 Blundell’s 
Sat Apr 25 King’s Taunton Sat June 13 Canford 
Sun Apr 26 Free Foresters Fri June 21 MCC 
Thur Apr 30 Bryanston (a) Sat June 20 Clifton (a) 
Sat May 2 Millfield Sat June 27 Sherborne Pilgrims 
  
 
 

SCHOOL RUGBY 2016-17 
Played 12, Won 5, Lost 5; Drawn 2.  points for 226, against 220 
Bishop Wordsworth’s drawn 19-19; Radley lost 10-15; Bryanston won 27-7; 
Bristol GS drawn 29-29; Marlborough won 43-14; Wellington College lost 7-53; 
St Paul’s won 26-21; Abingdon won 20-3; Canford lost 3-14; Millfield lost 10-14;  
Hampton won 27-23; Cheltenham lost 5-8. 
 
The Sherborne Pre-Season programme involved over 150 players with the majority 
training and then playing in pre-season training matches against Queen’s Taunton and 
Millfield. A Senior Squad of 26 players travelled to Carmarthen, training at the 
University of Wales and on Pembray Beach, as well as touring Llanelli’s home 
ground. This side was able to claim two draws and a narrow win from three matches 
against Coleg Sir Gar.  

Another full fixture programme, which saw the introduction of a new block fixture 
against Hampton, has once again passed in an instant. I am delighted to report that 
even with two year cohorts containing less than a 100 boys and our fully optional 
games programme, we have managed to field 4 Mini-Colts and 4 Junior Colts XV’s, 3 
Colts XV’s and 5 Senior XV’s. Rugby at Sherborne continues to be strong in both 
numbers participating and in our fixture list. 
 
The Mini-Colts XVs have played with great enthusiasm and spirit. At the start of the 
term I was able to report on our first game of tagged rugby against local rivals 
Bryanston. This has been one of the ways we have managed to support players to stay 
involved in the game. Other modified games ensured the retention of 70+ boys in the 
rugby programme for the term. The U14 age group recorded some strong results and 
look to have good depth across the top three teams. The U14 season concluded with 
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them retaining the Dorset and Wilts County Cup, defeating Canford 41-7 in a one 
sided final. 
 
The Junior-Colts XVs have continued where they left off last December with the A 
and B XVs enjoying very successful seasons. The C and D XVs have continued to 
play with a fantastic spirit despite some heavy losses but the positive environment that 
greets them every Monday and Thursday games afternoon has ensured that they have 
always started each week with a smile, whatever the outcome of the game on the 
Saturday. The JCA’s played in the NatWest National Cup competition and progressed 
to the last 16 but lost a tough fixture away at Ivybridge. They have achieved a nearly 
perfect season on the results front with a narrow defeat away at Wellington College 
and the Cup defeat being the only blemish on a perfect season. 
  
The Colts age group have continued to impress me on a number of fronts. Despite 
being the smallest year group in number and stature, the spirit and commitment from 
this group of players has reinforced the importance of togetherness and the need for 
resilience. In probably the most appropriate example of this, the Colts managed to 
reverse a 60 point defeat against Radley at U14 level to win, on the Upper in the 
second game of this season. The commitment to one another has certainly helped to 
bond a strong team ethic amongst this group of players. The Colts B and C XVs have 
also displayed similar characteristics and although results have looked less than 
favourable at times, the boys have shown fantastic support to one another and 
continued to train hard looking at ways of improving their technical and tactical skills. 
 
The Senior teams have demonstrated real depth. With over 90 boys opting to play at 
6th form level, the future continues to look rosy for Sherborne Rugby.  
 
The 1st XV are almost unrecognisable from last season with 14 of our top 20 players 
leaving last summer to start University or gap years. A new look XV were captained 
by Ciaran Johnston who was one of the few remaining players from last season but he 
missed most of the 2015 season having broken his leg at Marlborough before half-
term. The 1st XV squad enjoyed a tough pre-season in Wales and it was clear from the 
start that the new look XV would take time adapting to rugby at this level. The early 
signs were promising and there were a number of strong performances that suggested 
the season would go well. This unfortunately was hampered by some inconsistencies 
in our play which resulted in two early draws, (Bishop Wordsworth’s and Bristol 
Grammar School), and two defeats (Radley and Wellington College). In between these 
results were great performances, (Marlborough, St Paul’s, Abingdon and Hampton) 
with the best performances of the season coming in the fixtures against Abingdon and 
Hampton. However, narrow defeats against Canford, Millfield and Cheltenham really 
illustrated that inconsistency at this level can be very costly. With a large number of 
the XV set to return next season and having had the benefit of a 3 week tour of New 
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Zealand in July 2017, hopefully next season’s XV will be better placed to perform 
consistently.  
 
Bright and breezy in their aspirations, an able 2nd XV enjoyed a successful season, 
recording seven wins and a draw in their nine matches, the solitary defeat being a 
narrow one, 21-24 to Abingdon. In nine matches, an ambitious 3rd XV recorded nine 
victories and just defeats against Radley and Wellington. The largest victory was by 
75-5 against Bishop Wordsworth’s, in a match in which eight different players scored 
tries. There were also scores of over forty points against Marlborough and at 
Bryanston. Seven tries marked a 45-12 victory over Hampton in the penultimate 
fixture. This side was built on a strong defence and being highly effective up front.  
 
There is certainly strength in depth in the top three senior teams and many of the boys 
will have learnt a great deal in their season of open age rugby.  
 
The 4th XV and 5th XV performed with real commitment and dedication. Rugby at 
this level for the majority of the Sherborne boys is based on a love of the game and the 
desire to enjoy playing sport with close friends on a Saturday afternoon. The staff and 
players at this level of rugby have embraced the “Corinthian Spirit” and are always 
clearly visible with their smiling faces irrespective of the result. 
 
After five seasons in charge of rugby at Sherborne it is clearly evident that despite the 
changing views on the sport at school level and the well-publicised risks of playing 
the game, both the pupils and staff involved still love this game. The benefits of 
playing team sports are well documented and it is credit to the School, the staff and 
the pupils that choose Sherborne that they recognise and buy-into the culture and 
traditions that rugby has played in the history of our School. If I had been asked where 
I saw rugby in 2016 when starting in my post in 2012, I would have focussed on the 
importance of participation and the development of players. I have been helped by a 
very supportive group of staff that commit to providing a rugby programme which 
enthuse boys so much that they want to come back year after year.  At the top levels of 
the game, our 1st XV has one of the toughest fixture lists in the country and we are 
now competing at this level yearly. Our programme has evolved with the times and we 
are now able to boast a fantastic support network which includes strength and 
conditioning and video analysis, alongside top-level coaching and support for all our 
players. 
 

The 7’s season preparations have gone well with the 1st VII participating at the 
Millfield, Portsmouth, Brecon, Reigate and Bryanston tournaments. The team has 
improved with each tournament and defeats in the ¼ finals at Portsmouth and semi-
finals at Reigate were against the Competition winners. The final preparations before 
the National School 7’s were at Bryanston. Strong performances in the group stages 
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led to victories over Wellington School, Bryanston and Bristol GS. Kingswood were 
next in the semi-finals and were beaten 40-14 with the final against Portsmouth GS 
going into sudden death over-time. A well struck drop-goal secured the win as 
Sherborne retained the Trophy they won last year.  

 

A tough draw at Rosslyn Park saw us once again pitched against one of the 
Premiership Rugby Academy AASE Colleges, Henley College (Wasps AASE 
Programme). In recent years when drawn against these types of teams, we have often 
had a better technical game but on this occasion the VII were both outmuscled and out 
played (12-26). Despite winning the three other group games (Wimbledon College 21-
10, Harris City Academy 33-10 and Llandovery 32-10), the 2017 VII failed to qualify 
for day two of the competition, the first time in five years we have failed to do so. 
However, with well over half the squad coming from the L6th and with another season 
of experience, I am confident that next seasons VII will rectify this. With 24 games of 
7’s played over the course of the season, the 1st VII recorded 17 wins.      

The U16 VIIs played in two warm-up competitions at Millfield and Canford. There 
were lots of positives to take from these competitions, especially as the squad 
contained 6 under 15’s. The Rosslyn Park National 7’s saw the U16’s produce some 
outstanding 7’s, winning their group games against Birkdale HS (46-0), Cardiff HS 
(39-0), Worksop (33-7) and The Cedars (22-17). The prize for winning the group was 
a knock-out game against last season’s U16 Champions, Brighton.  Despite some 
positive play the Brighton team showed more patience and caused the Sherborne VII 
some real problems. The final result was 0-29. With half the squad back again at U16 
level next season, the boys will have learned a great deal from this experience.  

The programme at U14 and U15 is based on development and very much focuses on 
introducing the boys to the basics of the game. The U14 VII played in three 
competitions and the U15’s in two. The U15 VII won the Sherborne 7’s after a superb 
display and a last minute try against Millfield in the final. This was a great display and 
involved six players who went on to represent the U16’s at Rosslyn Park. The U14’s 
finished third overall, narrowly losing out to Millfield in the semi-finals. The final was 
a fiercely competitive game with Eton finishing with the win over Millfield. This was 
the last preparation for the U14’s who went off to Rosslyn Park five days later. The 
team had a tough group but played some fantastic7’s securing wins against Eltham  
(19-5), Blundell’s (19-12), Seaford (15-10) and Birkdale (40-0). This saw them 
through to the second day for the second successive year. The play-off game against a 
strong Warwick VII was played on the main field. The VII played well and had some 
early chances but Warwick produced some outstanding defence and attack of their 
own to win the game. This placed Sherborne in the Plate groups with St Benedicts, 
Ealing and Millfield. With a number of physical encounters on day 1 and a tough 
play-off game against Warwick, the boys started to pick-up injuries but their spirit 
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never waned. Despite two further defeats, the team showed much improvement and 
will have learned a great deal about the game.  

As my time at Sherborne draws to a close I would like to thank the Pilgrims for all 
their support over my five years at the School. I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
with so many passionate Shirburnians and as a custodian of the School’s rugby 
programme; I hope that I have continued to produce players that play the game in the 
right way and with the right values. I have felt privileged to have played a part in the 
history of rugby at Sherborne and pass on the reins with numbers buoyant and 
enthusiasm, passion and pride in the shirt, clear for all to see.  

David Muckalt 
 
 

SCHOOL 1st XV RUGBY FIXTURES 2017 
Sept 9 Bishop Wordsworth’s; Sept 16 Blundell’s (a); Sept 30 Marlborough (a); 
Oct 7 Abingdon (a); Oct 14 Bryanston; Nov 4 Radley; Nov 11 Canford (a); 
Nov 16 Wellington College; Nov 25 Hampton (a); Dec 2 Cheltenham. 
 
 

SCHOOL HOCKEY 2017 
The School squad travelled to Barbados before Christmas 2016 for their joint 
hockey/cricket pre-season tour. The boys encountered some pretty tough playing 
conditions, playing all four games in 29 degree plus heat, which was one real test. The 
other was that all games were played on a 3G football pitch, which the boys had never 
encountered before. However, they acquitted themselves very well, winning two 
games, drawing one and losing one against a Barbados International Development 
Squad who are currently training for the Pan-Am games. All games were extremely 
close - 1-0, 3-2, 2-3 and a 1-1 draw. Our hosts were fantastic and we are hopefully 
hosting them in summer 2018, as they plan to come to the UK for a training camp. 
Certainly, by the time they arrive the Hughie Holmes will have been upgraded 
considerably, with a new turf, dug-outs, floodlights and a new scoreboard. Plans are 
already underway for a proposed tour to India in 2018. 
 
With our block fixtures, we continue to improve year by year, and 2017 saw good 
performances by the 1st XI, notably against Canford (2-2), Bryanston (7-0), Taunton 
(5-1) and King’s, Bruton (4-1). In the Cup we again encountered Queen’s, Taunton, 
losing 0-4 but the score line flattered Queen’s, with Sherborne producing some 
excellent and exciting hockey. The 1st XI have progressed to the last eight of the 
National Plate Competition, with convincing victories over Bryanston (7-0), West 
Buckland (13-0) and Prior Park (5-2). After the success of last year’s fixture we again 
hosted England Masters, a fantastic game which the 1st XI won 5-4. England Masters 
are preparing for the European and Home Nations Championships. The XI have 
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worked incredibly hard this season under the captaincy of Josh Evans, Seb Szapary 
and Lewis Tyrer, and the hockey department will reflect on a very successful term of 
hockey.  
 
The 2nd XI have had a fairly consistent season with excellent victories over 
Clayesmore (11-0), Blundell’s (7-2) and King’s, Bruton (5-0). The most entertaining 
game was a close encounter with the University of Exeter – this was a great 
experience for the side who lost narrowly (4-6). 
 
The 3rd XI have had a fantastic season, drawing one game and winning the rest, 
thereby completing an undefeated season. There have been great results against 
Taunton (7-1), Bryanston (5-1), Millfield (11-1) and a very close and competitive 
game against King’s, Bruton (1-0). Credit goes to Alistair Hatch and his boys for an 
outstanding season. 
 
After losing to Canford (2-8), the 4th XI showed great character drawing with 
Bryanston (3-3), and beating Blundell’s (2-1)) and King’s, Bruton (7-2). The boys 
have been a real credit to the hockey programme and have fought incredibly hard in 
all fixtures. 
 
After a fairly successful season last year the newly formed Colts have found the 
season a little tricky at times losing to Taunton (0-3) and Canford (2-8). However, 
they have shown real character and determination in turning round their season and 
finished strongly with good wins against King’s, Taunton (3-0), Blundell’s (2-1) and a 
great display against King’s, Bruton (8-2). Will Perkins, Tom Stagnetto, Thomas 
Hague and James Kennedy have performed extremely well this season. 

       Chris Roberts 
 
 

 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL 2016-17 

 
Football at Sherborne has continued to evolve this year. Once again 14 teams 
represented Sherborne during the Lent Term, ranging from the 1st XI to the Mini 
Colts C’s. However, the most recent evolution was the involvement of football in the 
Michaelmas Term too; a development squad, which comprised of both 5th and 6th 
formers, played in the newly formed Wessex Independent Schools League (WISL). 
This football league allowed this development team to compete against Downside, 
Canford, King’s Taunton and Taunton. In addition, we have also appointed Mr 
Christopher Giles, an ex-professional, to help raise the standard of coaching 
throughout the School. Football has therefore reached new heights, with more games 
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being played and an increase in the number of boys opting to play football as their 
chosen sport in the Lent Term - this year over 230 boys opted for football. 
 
This year has seen some good results across the board for all Sherborne teams. 
Unfortunately, we were not able to win WISL in its inaugural year but came second to 
Canford. During the Lent term, the 1st XI had a reasonable season. Our first win of the 
season came against a much-improved Downside. An end to end game saw Tom de 
Wesselow score a late header to enable us to win 3-2. Another good result was the 7-0 
thrashing of local rivals Gryphon. In addition, wins against Dauntsey’s and 
Marlborough have seen results get better as the season progressed. Tough games 
against Malvern, Canford and Clifton highlighted our determination to come away 
with two unlucky draws. The season concluded for the 1st team with the traditional 
Pilgrims match, which this year saw the boys win 2-1 on the Upper.  
 
Other squads had an outstanding season, ranging from the 2nd XI only losing two 
matches all season; great results included a 5-0 win over Taunton and a 7-0 win over 
Canford. Standout performances came from their Captain, Henry Davies and also 
Alan Hughes-Hallett. Great strength and depth was evident since the 3rd XI, led by 
Henry Carr-Smith, had only two losses, which involved wins against Warminster 1st 
XI and a draw with Clayesmore 1st XI.  
 
Junior football has also seen impressive results.  Colts A had a difficult season against 
really strong opposition. However, performances from Charlie Millar, which was 
arguably beyond his years, saw him play in the 1st XI on two occasions. Junior Colts 
A had an impressive unbeaten season including a huge 11-0 win over Clifton and an 
excellent 2-2 draw with Millfield, a team which comprised of many of their future 
academy players. Indeed, Robert Hoare and Jamie Hart both earned call ups into the 
1st XI due to great performances in their age group games. The future looks bright. 
This is especially true when we see the talent on offer in the Mini Colt teams. 
 
 It’s easy for me to wax lyrical about the rising standard of football at Sherborne. 
Perhaps therefore to save issues of bias, it’s best for me to end with a quote from a 
Sherborne parent: I wanted to congratulate you and the 1st XI on a very 
entertaining season. There is no doubt that the coaching has been fantastic and this has 
been displayed on the pitch with the best football I have witnessed at Sherborne. I 
know that the team have really enjoyed the style of football they have been playing, 
culminating in a close but exciting win against the Pilgrims on Sunday, with our sons 
playing on opposing sides. I had a lovely conversation with some 4th-formers, 
watching the match, who were convinced that football is 'definitely on the up' at 
Sherborne. Well done!! 

J-P Manning 
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SHERBORNE PILGRIMS CLUB 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31 2017 

General Fund 2017 2016 
 £ £ £ £ 
Income:     
Subscriptions 5,948  5,973  
Donations 1,806  1,808  
Interest income 2,028    
Club clothing -  325  
  9,782  8,106 
Expenditure:     
Audit -  100  
Booklet and website 890  880  
Corporation tax -  -  
Cricket 2,251  3,445  
Cross country 
Fives 

514 
19 

 166 
- 

 

Hockey 276  264  
Rugby 3,850  3,100  
Soccer 1,457  107  
Squash -  -  
Tennis -  -  
 9,257 (9,257)  (8,062) 
     
(Deficit) / Surplus for the year  525  44 
     
General Fund at April 1  43,980  43,936 
(Deficit) / Surplus for the year    525  44 
General Fund at March 31    44,505  43,980 

 
BALANCE SHEET AT MARCH 31 2017 

                     2017                  2016 
  £  £ 
Petty cash  325             325 
Cash at bank  *44,180  *43,655 
Represented by:     
General Fund  44,505  43,980 
 
*£38,028 was invested in a Nationwide Bond in April 2016 on maturity of the original £36,000 
bond.  The new investment has a maturity date of April 17 2017. 
During the year £1,405 was spent on soccer shirts, and £273 on running vests. 
I have examined the books and papers of the Sherborne Pilgrims Club presented to me and report 
that the attached Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended March 31 2017 and the 
Balance Sheet at that date are in accordance with this information. 

J A Steele-Perkins, Linden Gardens, London W2 4HJ                       May 25 2017 
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THE SHERBORNE PILGRIMS COMMITTEE 2017 

 
PRESIDENT 
A D Leakey 

 
 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
H C K Archer 

 
 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
E P J F Lyons and R A Rydon 

 
 

TRUSTEES 
C R J Eglington, J P Hargrove and A D Leakey 

 
 

COMMITTEE 
Retiring 2017 Retiring 2018 Retiring 2019 
N K Cook E D Fursdon T H G Carr 
J C Harden R Hands D A R Guy 
J A J Moubray P J Lough N M Lamb 
J P Snudden 
F E Taylor 

A D Nurton J J Powe 
A A Pusinelli 

  S M Rees-Williams 
 
 
 

 W M Smibert 

HON SECRETARY 
E P J F Lyons 
07974 731293 (M) 
lyonse@icloud.com 
 
EDITOR 
R Hands 
07876 653874 (M) 
robert.hands@thetimes.co.uk 
 

 
                             
 
 

 
HON TREASURER 
J D V Wheatley 
 
CLUB ARCHIVIST 
C R J Eglington 
020 8946 3863 (H) 
charles.eglington@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 

  

 
 

 
     

 
 

   
 

 
   

    
 
 

 
         

 
 

 
           

 
 

 
  Retiring 2018 

   E D Fursdon 
   R Hands 
    P J Lough 
   
   

A D Nurton 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
     

 
 

   
 

 
   

    
 
 

 
         

 
 

 
           

 
 

 

    

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
                             
 
 

 
HON TREASURER 
J D V Wheatley 
 
CLUB ARCHIVIST 
C R J Eglington 
020 8946 3863 (H) 
charles.eglington@blueyonder.co.uk 
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FOUNDER 
G M Carey 

 
 PRESIDENTS  TRUSTEES 
1923-27 Nowell C Smith 1923-27 G M Carey 
1927-32 W H Game 1923-28 Nowell C Smith 
1932-52 C F Stanger-Leathes 1928-48 A H Trelawny-Ross 
1952-55 A H Trelawny-Ross 1928-42 P E H Parry-Jones 
1955-58 J A Tallent, CBE, TD 1946-59 B Pickering-Pick, CBE 
1958-61 D C D Ryder 1948-59 Brig A H Moberly, DSO 
1961-64 M E K Westlake 1959-67 C R Hopwood 
1964-67 R Eglington 1959-99 J A Tallent, CBE, TD 
1967-70 T R Parry 1959-86 M S Glennie 
1970-73 J D Watney 1967- C R J Eglington 
1973-76 D F R Evans, TD 1986-10 J A Watney 
1976-79 A A E Morgan 1999- J P Hargrove 
1979-80 R H Whiteway 2010- A D Leakey 
1981-84 D I T Wilson, MBE   
1984-88 M R G Earls-Davis   
1988-91 C R J Eglington  HON SECRETARIES 
1991-94 J A Watney            (and up to 1966, Hon Treasurer) 
1994-97 P R D Gould 1923-35 N H E Partridge 
1997-00 J P Hargrove 1935-50 D C D Ryder 
2000-03 G P Gent 1950-54 J S W Lush 
2003-06 D C Watney 1954-72 M R G Earls-Davis 
2006-09 P J Lough 1972-88 C R J Eglington 
2009-12 H C K Archer 1988-00 G P Gent 
2012- A D Leakey 2000-07 C R J Eglington 
  2007- E P J F Lyons 
    
   
   HON TREASURERS 
  1966-86 J C Alan Smith 
  1986-14 R H Green 
  2014- J D V Wheatley 
    
Vice-Presidents who did not serve as President 
1923-27 G M Carey 1964-70 R F W Leonard, MBE 
1927-48 L C Powys 1970-73 M S Glennie 
1935-48 N H E Partridge 1981-87 J C Foot 
1955-64 W E Tucker, CVO, TD 2009-15 E D Fursdon 
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RULES 
 
1. The Club shall be called “The Sherborne Pilgrims”. 
 
2. All OS who are members of the OS Society shall be entitled to apply for 
membership. Members of staff who are members of the OS Society may be invited to 
become an honorary member. 
 
3. With the exception of honorary members, who shall pay no subscription, all 
new members shall pay a life subscription, which shall be determined by the 
Committee. 
 
4. The objectives of the Club are to promote and encourage all forms of OS 
sport, and to keep members in touch with one another and with the School. It is the 
responsibility of any person playing for the Club in any sport to have in place 
adequate public liability insurance cover. 
 
5. The Officers of the Club shall be the President, who shall hold office for 
three years, two Vice-Presidents, the immediate Past President, three Trustees, the 
Honorary Treasurer and an Honorary Secretary, if appointed. 
 
6. The Committee shall be the Officers of the Club; two representatives from 
the School staff, up to 18 ordinary members, and such others as may be co-opted. A 
co-opted member shall be subject to annual re-appointment. 
 
7. Ordinary members of the Committee shall retire after three years’ service, but 
are eligible for re-election. 
 
8. The Club bank shall be the Sherborne branch of the NatWest Bank. 
 
9. All investments shall be held in the name of a regulated nominee company, 
or in the names of the Trustees. 
 
10. The financial year-end shall be March 31st and an AGM must be held by the 
end of the calendar year. An income and expenditure account, together with a balance 
sheet, shall be produced for approval at the AGM. 
 
11. A Committee meeting shall be properly convened on two weeks’ notice and 
be quorate with five or more members present. 
 
12. In exceptional circumstances the Committee shall have the right to refuse an 
application for membership. 
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