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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT

There are several points I would like to bring to your attention.

• Hon. Secretary of the Club

When I had the honour of being elected as your President last November I
ceased to be the Hon. Secretary, a position held since 1988.

The Committee believe that with current time pressures one person cannot be
expected to cover all the roles of the Hon. Secretary.  To illustrate this point,
some of the administrative work was delegated whilst I was Hon. Secretary.
It has therefore been agreed that the position of Hon. Secretary be terminated
for the time being, and the work will be shared by several Committee
members who will continue to keep in close touch with Club affairs as they
have for many years.  A small alteration is proposed to Rule 5 (see below).

• Public liability insurance

A separate loose-leaf note sets out the strong advice from the Committee that
all those representing the Club in any sport should have adequate public
liability insurance cover.  An addition is proposed to Rule 4 (see below).

• Annual General Meeting

This will be held in the JCR at Sherborne on Saturday October 6th 2001 at
12.30 p.m.  The following Rule changes will be proposed:

– the last seven words in Rule 5 be altered to “the Honorary Treasurer and
an Honorary Secretary, if appointed .”

– the following sentence be added to Rule 4 “It is the responsibility o f any
person playing for the Club in any sport to  have in place adequate
public liability insurance cover.”

* * * * *

I would like to record the great work that John Hargrove put into the affairs of the
Club during his term as President.  We are all most grateful for his advice, ideas
and leadership.

My thanks as always to the Managers and others who organise all kinds of
activities in the name of the Pilgrims.  It is up to us to support them by asking to
play rather than wait to be invited.
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I am interested to hear from any OS who plays Real Tennis, as we might perhaps
organise a get-together.

Sunday June 10th is the first round of the Cricketer Cup on the Upper against
Bradfield Waifs and I hope some of you will be able to come and support.

I wish you all a good year’s sport, whether watching or playing.
Patrick Gent

CLUB  NOTES

In this most miserable of winters for the amateur (and, occasionally, professional)
sporting enthusiast, inspiration has come, unusually, from the national sides. While
the foot-and-mouth epidemic and the endless wet weather has caused trouble for
groundsmen and administrators alike, the performances of England’s Test cricket
team in the subcontinent and of the rugby union team throughout the domestic
season have shone through in the best possible fashion.

If Nasser Hussain’s men enjoyed a certain amount of luck, then it was no more than
a hard- working, wonderfully committed group of players deserved; this was a
genuine team, in all senses of the word. Sheer tenacity and determination served
them well when the chips were down, refusing to blame each other or the alien
environment for their troubles, although amateur cricketers the world over would
have shared their immense frustration at the woeful standard of umpiring.

The white shirts seen blazing across Twickenham (and the Millennium Stadium,
Cardiff, although sadly not Lansdowne Road – for this season) to such coruscating
effect offered an entirely different vision. It struck me forcibly during England’s
defeat of France how much this side have now raised rugby supporters’
expectations: losing by three points at half-time to the World Cup finalists was
poor; the defence was poor (despite only having conceded the one try); only one
try had been scored. 

It was not all that long ago that Twickenham could count itself highly favoured if
they saw one England try all season in the championship. The sheer entertainment
value of Martin Johnson’s team – as well as a strong belief in themselves and a
refusal to panic in adversity – have made them that rare beast, an England side the
envy of the rest of the world.

Observations about stirring international performances might not, at first glance, be
too relevant to an old boys’ club such as the Pilgrims. But it ignores a now well-
established truth. Television is the strongest instrument of the modern era – its
influence permeates all levels of society (doubly so now that there can scarcely be a
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household in the nation without one). Children take their cue from what they see
on it; adults, too, can be entranced by the images.

What this means is that a successful national side, in every sport save perhaps
football, which is now so grossly over-exposed on the small screen that this
applies more to top-flight club football than the international game, is of
inestimable value to the amateur side of that sport. For every Iain Balshaw flying
across the tryline, for every rip-roaring wicket taken by Darren Gough, there will
be even more wannabe amateurs trying to kid themselves that they can emulate
the achievement. 

Some will come close; but for most, it will be the discovery, possibly the
rediscovery, of how much fun playing a team sport can be. And it extends, of
course, to individual sports: look at the influence of Tiger Woods on the uptake of
golf among the non-white community, an ethnic group that, pre-Woods, believed
(with very good reason) that the sport was less than concerned about them. The
Pilgrims, along with any amateur club that often has a struggle to raise a side,
need to tap into this swell of interest.

But how to do it? It is the age-old conundrum. Take cricket: Rupert Bagnall, for all
his enthusiasm, energy and organisation, sometimes has to scrimp and scrape to
find an XI – and that despite the knowledge that any cricketing Pilgrim could
impart of how invariably the day is terrific fun, together with a decent game. If
you cannot persuade OS to spend a Sunday in a friendly, relaxed environment
playing a keen, but low-key game of cricket (a sport anyone that is approached is
assumed to love) mostly away from the city’s grime, what is wrong there? Is it the
“annexing” of precious free time? Is it the “guilt” of spending less “quality time”
with family and friends? Is it the demands of playing twice in a weekend? You
supply the answer.

But it is the answers to that question that must determine the positioning of the
Pilgrims in today’s harsh world. It is deeply regrettable, but absolutely necessary,
that the Club should have had to investigate the legal niceties surrounding
possible injury caused while playing for the Pilgrims. The loose-leaf note with this
booklet sets out the sensible recommendations made, and I would underline the
need for all Pilgrims to read it. The hope is that it will never be activated, but in a
hyper-litigious society that now appears to encourage injury claims and where
“accident” is a forgotten word, that would be a naive view.

But the search to discover new and improved ways of encouraging les autres to
participate will go on: despite the problems, there are many OS who do turn out
for the Club and for the two sporting societies, and benefit is derived for all
parties, and not least, ultimately, the School itself. And, although perhaps success
in 2000 was not as marked as the previous year, there are a few points of note.

282:282  31/3/11  15:50  Page 4



5

The cricket team proved unable to repeat their last-four Cricketer Cup heroics of
the 1999 season, but maintained an unlikely record of continuing to lose to one of
the eventual finalists: this year it was a second-round defeat by Charterhouse
Friars, who went on to win the competition. This makes it four years on the trot that
the Pilgrims have lost to one of the finalists, which does, I think, show that there is
considerable quality in the Cup side, without perhaps the luck that all successful
teams do need. This time out they will need all of that luck: the first round is
against Bradfield Waifs, one of the strongest sides in the tournament. It is on the
Upper, however, on June 10th. Get there if you can.

On an individual note, Stuart Rintoul’s achievement of leading Dorset to their first
Minor Counties Championship title last summer must be mentioned. Sherborne
has supplied, both through master and pupil, a strong number of cricketers for the
county over the years, and Stuart’s captaincy continues that link. Congratulations
from the Club to him.

Will Hargrove’s tireless efforts continue to produce worthwhile results on the
rugby pitch, in entertainment terms if not in strict scorelines. As ever, it is the
organisation of fixtures that is the main problem, because of the shrinking of
“social” rugby as a result partly of professionalism and also because of the safety
requirements that the RFU demand before fixtures can be played. As the word
spreads, though, it appears that there are more Pilgrims interested in what has been
a successful revival of the Club’s rugby arm – long may that continue.

It was encouraging to see two hockey teams on the Upper in the spring; Jimmy
Cheung has worked hard to put these sides together, and although the School’s 1st
XI rather took the Club apart, much was gained from so many Pilgrims being in
Sherborne on the same weekend. It was unfortunate, though, that the soccer match
had to be called off because of a lack of bodies to represent the Club – given the
massive upsurge in interest in the round-ball sport at the School over the past 20
years, surely there are at least 11 OS who might consider donning the shin-pads
once more?

Both the Golfing and Sailing Societies continue to flourish: as the golf report relates,
2000 was the most successful year ever in terms of overall tournament results,
which reflects not only the high standard of the golf played by the Society’s
members, but also, I would argue, the high standard of the competitions in which
they enter, because their results over previous years have not been exactly second-
rate. Although I have not experienced the golfers’ prowess at first hand, it never
fails to strike me from reports both how consistently they perform and how they
can foster such a good atmosphere.

The sailors will admit that they were not able to repeat the triumphs of the previous
year – it would be hard to top a thirtieth anniversary and the two wins in the 
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Western and Arrow trophies (and Andrew Yorke can scarcely retire for a second
time!), but, as with the golfers, this Society offers a friendship that is a force for
tremendous good among OS; they have had their problems this year with the foot-
and-mouth outbreak, but I suspect it would take more than agricultural turmoil to
prevent them from enjoying each other’s company on the water for too long.

This year the School welcomed a new chief executive, to summon up the parlance
of the business world. Simon Eliot has almost completed the first year of his
Headmastership, a year during which he has already made his interest in and
concern for the School’s sporting achievements, and the Club is pleased that he has
accepted honorary membership of the Pilgrims.

Back at the old place, the results cannot be described as outstanding. It is harder
these days to measure the XI’s performance in straight win-loss ratios because of
the limited-overs nature of inter-school matches now (I can think of a number of
games that I witnessed from a scorebox that the XI would have lost now but
escaped with a draw then), and Mike Nurton continues to produce cricketers of
talent and enthusiasm under the severest of pressures. Is it too much to ask of the
educationalists that schools could, somehow, have their summer terms back?

On the rugby field, a term that began with promise remained unfulfilled. If there
was not the internal strife of the previous year, it is clear that all is still not well for
the XV. With Mike Davis and David Scott being reunited for the 2001 campaign, let
it be hoped that the curve begins to return to upward; the signs are that it will. The
hockey team, recently back from a productive tour of Barbados, were distinctly
unlucky and Jeremy Wadham’s efforts are starting to bear fruit. It can never be easy
following a long-serving coach (in this case, David Scott again) and Jeremy is to be
commended for the way he approaches the task. I am sure that much improved
results will shortly follow. 

The Club’s annual general meeting takes place in the JCR in Sherborne on October
6th at 12.30pm; please do come on down if you can spare the time. The Wellington
match follows afterwards. It will be an important meeting, not least because of the
change in the secretariat of the Club, if that is not too communist a description.
Patrick Gent has outlined in his presidential message the change, and it would be
interesting to know what the general membership had to say on the subject. 

I might also add that for those members who were hoping to see, as advertised, a
Pilgrims website by now, apologies are due. The Committee has taken on board an
alternative proposition that involves, for the moment, just the cricketing side,
which is tied in to a website sanctioned by the ECB, called www.playcricket.com.
The Pilgrims details are logged in there, and this will be an experimental season to
see how much the site proves helpful. No jokes about Sherborne being well behind
the times, please!
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And finally. Thanks again must be recorded on behalf of the Club, echoing Patrick’s
gratitude a few pages back, to all who help the Pilgrims to put out teams in
whatever capacity, at whatever level, and all who assist in making the Club’s
fixtures run so smoothly; my personal thanks to Charles Eglington and Barbara
Spencer for their essential help and guidance in producing this booklet. Pilgrims
may not always produce top-quality sporting excellence, but they still know how
to enjoy themselves, the hallmark of a club with a soul. Here’s to continued
achievement on and off the field of play – and, please, for a summer with some
sunshine.

Robert Hands
April 2001

NEW  MEMBERS

Applications were accepted from the following leavers in June 2000:

G.C.S. Bailey (d Rugby, Soccer, Cricket), J.M.S. Bain (g Rugby, Hockey, Tennis,
Squash), E.W. Binks (c Rugby, Soccer, Cricket), A.E.J. Bunkall (d Soccer, Cricket),
J.A. Carroll (c Rugby, Hockey, Soccer), B.W.M. Cole (m Tennis, Fencing, Shooting),
B.J. Davies (m Rugby), T.G.P. Day (g Rugby, Hockey, Cricket), O.J. Dorrell 
(g Hockey, Sailing), T.R. Dowdall (h-b Rugby, Hockey, Cricket), T.J. Ferris (c Golf,
Hockey, Soccer, Rugby), R.T.S. Harland (e Rugby, Hockey, Tennis), C.A.J. Harris 
(m Rugby, Soccer), C.J.W. Hill (m Rugby, Soccer, Cricket), N.R. Hodgkinson 
(c Rugby, Hockey), C.J.P. Hopkins (c Rugby, Soccer, Cricket), S.J.F. Jones (g Rugby,
Hockey), J.C.W. Manning (c Rugby, Soccer, Cricket), J.L. Meeke (b Golf, Tennis),
C.J.F. Napier (h-b Rugby), S.M. Pearson (b Rugby, Cricket, Tennis), A.B. Perowne 
(e Rugby, Cricket, Soccer), N.L.D.R. Phillips (b Golf, Hockey, Tennis),
G.D.A. Richards (g Rugby, Swimming, Tennis), W.O. Ridgeon (g Rugby, Hockey,
Cricket), J.B. Saunders (d Rugby, Hockey, Cricket), N.C. Scorer (m Fives), 
O.J. Smallwood (d Hockey), M.J.S. Taylor (d Rugby, Fives, Golf, Tennis), M.C. Tory
(a Rugby, Soccer, Cricket), P.G. d S. van Dunem (g Rugby, Hockey, Soccer,
Basketball), P.G.H. Walters (c Rugby, Hockey, Cricket), A.M. Waters (g Rugby,
Hockey, Cricket, Soccer), W.J. White (a Rugby, Hockey), A.G.G. Williams (a Rugby,
Soccer, Cricket), D.D.J. Withington (b Cricket, Squash).

Other new members: H.E.M. Barnes (f 1946-50), S.F. Eliot (Honorary), G.E. Gilchrist
(a 1948-53), M.N.E. Jones (g 1987-92) and Sir John Weston (h 1951-56).

OBITUARY

J.D. Ambrose (d 1990-95), A.M. Emmet (a 1924-26), R.C. Holman (g 1937-41), 
R.N. Hutchings (g 1946-51).
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MANAGERS

Cricket: Rupert Bagnall, 10a Brussels Road, London SW11 2AF.
Tel: 020 7228 2484 (H)  07770 853437 (M)
rupert.bagnall@regent-inns.plc.uk

Cross Country: Jon Kershaw, Priestlands House, Priestlands, Sherborne,
Dorset DT9 4HN.  Tel: 01935 814525 (H)

Fives: Nick MacIver, 1 Caedmon Road, London N7 6DH
Tel: 020 7607 6180 (H)
nick.maciver@djfreeman.co.uk

Golf: Howard Gill, 8 Landgrove Road, London SW19 7LL.
Tel: 020 8946 8588 (H) 020 7863 8494 (O)
hfgill@forsters.co.uk

Hockey: Jimmy Cheung, 25 Constable Close, Yeovil, Somerset
BA21 5XS.  Tel: 07980 862284 (M)
jimmy.cheung@lloydstsb.co.uk

Rugby: Will Hargrove, 72b Sylvan Avenue, London N22 5HY.
Tel: 020 8881 1352 (H)  020 7251 4051 (O)
07775 590477 (M)
will.hargrove@corbar.co.uk

Sailing: Nick Ware, 94 Princes Road, Richmond, Surrey
TW10 6DH.  Tel: 020 8940 6659 (H)  020 7399 5815 (O)
nj_ware@compuserve.com

Soccer: Don Cameron, 32 Acreman Street, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3NX.
Tel: 01935 813678 (H) 
dbc@sherborne.org

Squash: Jonathan Powe, Bermicourt House, Heath Close, Bovington,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 6JR.  Tel: 01929 462631 (H)

Tennis: Ben Cole, North Cottage, Holnest Park, Sherborne, Dorset 
DT9 6HA.  Tel: 01963 210664 (H)

Club colours can be obtained from Alan Willows at:
Sherborne School Trading Ltd., The School Shop, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3AP.
Tel: 01935 810506.
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CRICKET  2000

Played 12: Won 7, Drawn 1, Lost 4, Cancelled 4.

Sunday May 7th, v Marlborough Blues, at Marlborough
Marlborough Blues 126 (L J Ratcliffe 67); Sherborne Pilgrims 130-3. Won by 7
wickets.

This was not much of a warm-up for the Cricketer Cup; Marlborough Blues are
struggling at present to sustain their cricket – as their miserable first-round score
in defeat in the competition was subsequently to prove – and they were a man
short throughout, and that with two players not previously known to the
Marlborough environs. Their one player of quality, Ratcliffe, played an attractive
innings of 67 but received absolutely no support of any kind from his fellow
batsmen.

That is not to say that the Pilgrims did not bowl or field well into the bargain.
Although starting a man down (Will Wingfield Digby somewhat under-
estimating the time it would take to get to Wiltshire from Fulham), Bagnall made
the opening incisions, removing both openers within a couple of balls, and
almost all the bowlers used (eight) chipped in, only Costeloe and Gillett missing
out. Edlmann bowled an intelligent line and deserved his two wickets, while
Knechtli was as economical as usual. Dowdall took some punishment from
Ratcliffe but since the Blues had pronounced their batting to be their stronger
suit before play began, it mattered little.

Hargrove and Ben Scott opened up, the former scoring with some ease and a
smidgen of luck on his way to a rapid 39 out of a first-wicket stand of 44 before
believing himself immune to dismissal and wandering miles out of his crease,
missing and losing his bails to the wicketkeeper. Elliot-Square kept the pace up,
scoring 36 to Scott’s 40, although both perished before the inevitable victory, de
la Hey and Gillett polishing off the remaining couple of runs required for a
straightforward seven-wicket triumph.

In all honesty, this was a poor class of practice match, although there will be
some who will always proclaim the value of “time in the middle”. With the
Radley Rangers game two weeks later being washed out without a ball bowled
in anger, the Cup selection committee had very little Pilgrims form to go on.
Given the deteriorating quality of the Blues as opposition in the past few years,
it might be time to consider an alternative early-season fixture to give better
preparation.

Sunday May 21st, v Radley Rangers, at Radley – cancelled, rain.
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Sunday June 11th, v Hampshire Hogs, at Warnford.
Sherborne Pilgrims 308-4 (S Gillett 114, W J Newbery 85*, J N Butler 55);
Hampshire Hogs 259. Won by 49 runs.

On another beautiful day at the ever immaculate Warnford, the Hampshire Hogs
won the toss and inserted the Pilgrims.  We were well-placed at lunch on 127 for
three, with Hargrove and Tweedale not offering much resistance, Butler rather
more so after a solid 55. Will Newbery and Stuart Gillett lunched as the not-out
batsmen and after the interval were in imperious form, scoring 197 for the fourth
wicket before Gillett was dismissed for a more than fluent 114, favouring the cut
and pull above all.

Ben Scott joined Newbery at 290 for four and 18 runs later the Pilgrims declared,
setting a stiff target for the hosts. Newbery was left undefeated on 85 and after a
slow start had applied himself admirably, playing a very effective second fiddle to
Gillett. The Hogs bowled a commendable 59 overs, good work in the time;
Bagnall, guesting for the Hogs, was treated with little respect by the Pilgrims but
was responsible for Gillett’s wicket.

Knechtli and Edlmann opened the bowling for the Pilgrims and by the sixth over,
Edlmann had made the first incision. The Hogs, to their credit, looked keen to get
on with proceedings and were always positive. Edlmann and Knechtli added one
more wicket each to their analysis and at 47 for three, the Hogs were looking in
trouble. However, their attitude remained buoyant and they had added a further
22 runs by tea, taking sustenance on 69 for three with 14 overs gone.

After tea, the spinners, in the shape of the Jims Warren and Freeth, entered
proceedings, both achieving turn, although scarcely stemming the flow of runs.
Indeed, at 151 for four, the Hogs were well placed but lost wickets too regularly
after the fifth one fell at that score, and were never likely thereafter to reach the
Pilgrims’ target. In retrospect, the Pilgrims’ declaration was a little too ungenerous
by 30 runs or so and the Hogs are to be thanked for trying to make such a good
fist of it.

Sunday June 18th, Cricketer Cup first round, v Rugby Meteors, at Rugby.
Sherborne Pilgrims 247-8 (B D Atwell 66, J D Ricketts 53; E F Pugh 4-42); Rugby
Meteors 191. Won by 56 runs.

This was quite definitely a match that the Pilgrims would have lost not more than
five years ago. After an excellent start and a good first hour after lunch, wickets
began to tumble and a score some 40-50 short of optimum was looking likely to
hinder prospects – but stout lower-order resistance edged the total back towards
genuinely competitive. Then after a dream start to the Rugby innings, the Meteors
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were allowed to retrench and begin to build their way towards the target – yet it
was they who lost concentration, lost their way and eventually succumbed
tamely.

That may well be condensing the day’s play rather unkindly. But it is important
to note that the Pilgrims lost badly on the same ground two years before, and
displayed more resilience and team spirit than has often been the case in similar
situations. All credit, then, to the positive approach that was ultimately
responsible for securing the victory on one of the hottest days of the year.

Ricketts performed perhaps his most valuable trick early on: he won the toss.
Certainly the Rugby Meteors felt, with their relatively aged side, that fielding
under the heat of the noon-day sun was critical to their underperformance – and
there can be little doubt that it was extremely sapping. Yet the Pilgrims had to
make one difficult early decision: who to open with Atwell? With no recognised
opener, Andrew Wingfield Digby stepped gamely into the breach and made an
admirable fist of the role.

Again, another vital slice of action occurred at the start. In the first over, Atwell
nicked an easy catch to first slip; Umbers, the long-serving Rugby captain, put it
down, and had cause to regret it for just over two hours as Atwell made the most
of his reprieve, employing his ability to time the stroke so well in compiling a
fluent 66. Wingfield Digby lent excellent support in an opening stand of 57 that
launched the innings.

Gillett came and went, getting out to as ugly a shot as you will ever see, to allow
Ricketts a chance to make a big contribution. He did not disappoint, adding 91 for
the third wicket with Atwell and scoring 53 from 73 balls overall himself. Even
though he departed with work still to do (168 for four and another 12 overs to
negotiate), the stage looked set for the flamboyant hitters to get down to business.

Initially, Tweedale and Elliot-Square seemed equal to the task; both are powerful
players and when they connect, the ball “stays hit”. Sadly both fell victim to leg-
before decisions that can best be described as unfortunate. Three wickets fell with
the score stuck on 211 and although the best part of six overs remained, it had the
familiar ring of unfulfilled promise.

It was left to Jackaman, with some customary hit-and-miss support from Pexton,
to revive the cause, nudging and nurdling the ball around to score an unbeaten 19
in as many balls that boosted the score up to 247 – unquestionably a defendable
total and also a pretty competitive one. From the lunchtime position (117 for two
from 33 overs), 250 seemed to me the minimum score that should be attained; it
is pleasing to record that the Pilgrims were able to capitalise on their positive
start.
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The Meteors began their response circumspectly, acknowledging the soundness of
the pitch, but lost their first wicket in the third over when Ellison steered a loose
ball from Pexton into the gully area, where Tweedale brilliantly plucked it one-
handed from the sky. Robards was to follow in the ninth over, with the score on
22, to a no less skilful slip catch by Ricketts off the same bowler, although the
captain made it look particularly easy.

Two of Rugby’s most prolific and experienced batsmen now stood in the firing
line: Mitchell, who had bowled 12 overs earlier in the day, and Umbers, the
captain, who has scored two centuries in this competition. Nervous and edgy to
begin with, the third-wicket pair began to find their timing and rhythm,
culminating in a loose over by Ricketts just before tea when Umbers took ten runs
from it. This was the seminal partnership; although the Meteors had a couple of
good strikers of the ball to come, they needed a big input now from these old
hands.

And at the interval, they were well placed. Coincidentally, the score at the same
stage (25 overs) was precisely the same as in the Pilgrims innings: 84 for two. Both
batsmen had made 32, the pitch was still behaving, and the bowlers had not quite
found an optimum length. Four overs after the resumption, at 99 for two, the
match was evenly poised. Then disaster. Umbers called for a run to backward
square leg that was never there; beaten by the throw and Jackaman’s deft work
with the bails, Umbers was sent back only to return to the pavilion.

It was a serious blow not just because, having scored 39 after a scratchy start,
Umbers had the potential to make a stack of runs, but also because Mitchell was
tiring. It was no surprise when he lofted a catch over the bowler’s head to Elliot-
Square six overs later, and, although at 123 for four the game was scarcely over,
the impetus was gone, never to return.

Grinnoneau played some expansive shots before a dreadful attempt to blast a
straight ball by Elliot-Square removed his bails; Seabrook tried hard to anchor one
end but had no serious support, not helped by the fact that Rugby could muster
no boundaries from the 35th over until the penultimate ball, when Fitch took a
four off Knechtli, only to be bowled all ends up straight afterwards. That statistic
emphasises the intelligence of Ricketts’s field placings, as well as the enthusiasm
of his troops, who worked hard to save runs. Victory was all but assured from
around six o’clock onwards – the final hour was just a case of dotting i’s and
crossing t’s.

Professional is, I think, the best way to describe this performance: nothing
especially flashy about either the batting or bowling, although Ricketts excelled at
both (barring his first two overs). Lacking a number of Pilgrims who would surely
have played if available, it was a fine effort, pointing up yet again the truism that it

12
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is far better to select on the basis of playing regular cricket than on past form.
Rugby were carrying some “has-beens” and it showed.

Saturday July 1st, v The School, at Sherborne
Sherborne Pilgrims 230-7 (M A Shearer 63*, W P Hargrove 54); School 223-9 
(T R Dowdall 97). Won by 7 runs.

Yet again the Pilgrims fixture against the School was played using the limited-
overs format that schools have now adopted. Because of the absence of some of
the School XI collecting prizes, the Pilgrims were invited to bat and graciously
they accepted on a drizzly, cold morning when the pitch was obviously only
going to get better.

In the past the Pilgrims have had a habit of losing wickets at crucial stages, often
with a batsman well set and in the mid-twenties. The captain addressed this
issue at the start of the game and urged the batsmen to play solid innings.
Hargrove and Shearer duly obliged, Shearer’s unbeaten 63 in particular a
beautiful knock. These two were well supported by Freeth, whose cameo
innings, alongside some hearty blows by Pexton (a phrase used many times
before and never with the addition “ . . . who went on to make a hundred”),
enabled the Pilgrims to reach 230 for the loss of seven wickets – about the right
score on that track.

The School’s riposte was good with Tom Dowdall playing especially well. The
running between the wickets was exemplary, although Dowdall will know now
that he will not be able to take such liberties with some Pilgrims batsmen! The
first wicket fell with the School handily placed on 80. Furthermore, Ben Adams
at No 3 proved a useful partner for Dowdall and the School were cruising on
what had become a placid pitch.

The Pilgrims, however, were not finished and began to apply pressure.
Eventually it paid dividends and the School panicked. Two needless run-outs
came about as the result of tight bowling by Pexton and Wingfield Digby and
quickly the Pilgrims moved into control, more so once Dowdall had departed for
a fine 97. Brilliant fielding was at the heart of this performance, allowing the
older generation to record a narrow victory and showing that they still had the
hunger for the contest. Both exciting and enjoyable, it drew a decent crowd in
the closing stages, and deservedly so.

Sunday July 2nd, Cricketer Cup second round, v Charterhouse Friars, at
Charterhouse
Sherborne Pilgrims 185-7; Charterhouse Friars 186-7 (A P Hollingsworth 50; 
P L C Knechtli 4-45). Lost by 3 wickets.
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Even despite the terrific win at Rugby in the first round, this game was always
going to be tough as the Charterhouse Friars, who had won the Cricketer Cup on
two previous occasions, had decided to reassemble their “stars” after a few years
of underachieving and early-round exits. Justin Ricketts went out to toss the coin
with former Hampshire bowler James Bovill and returned with the news that he
had won and elected to bat. This certainly seemed to be the correct decision as the
Pilgrims felt comfortable defending a reasonable score, as had been the case at
Rugby.

There was only one problem: both opening batsmen were nowhere to be seen.
Charlie Warren arrived after the start of the game and James Adams, who had been
asked to play a Hampshire game at the last minute, not at all. Makeshift openers
were Charlie Dowdall (the slated twelfth man) and Will Hargrove, who had been
due to come in well down the order, and against an excellent bowling attack in the
shape of Nick Gay and Bovill, attempted to negate a seaming ball with little
success. Hargrove hesitated over a second run in the fifth over and was on his way
after scoring nine of the ten runs on the board, and in the thirteenth over, Dowdall
was cleaned up by Gay – 26 for two.

Ricketts came in to join Ben Atwell and the two of them began the rebuilding
process against continued tight bowling from Hollingsworth, Tassall and
Macmillan. Few risks were taken and sensible batting saw the Pilgrims close in on
lunch and a fifty partnership, but Ricketts’s dismissal, miscueing a drive to Bovill
at mid-off, put things back in the balance at 68 for three. Atwell was joined by
Warren and they could muster only 19 runs from the nine overs before the interval
as the Friars cleverly squeezed in as many as possible to keep the pressure on.
Lunch was taken with the Pilgrims having mustered only 88 from 35 of the allotted
55 overs.

Atwell had once again batted well during the morning session for 36 and it was
agreed at lunch that he should try to bat through, leaving others to take risks. This
ploy lasted for all of one ball as Atwell sliced one to backward point straight after
lunch and his sterling work of the morning was undone in one loose moment.
Tweedale came in and played magnificently for six overs; he murdered the bad ball
and threatened to change the course of the contest. He certainly changed its
momentum and for the first time, the Friars were on the back foot.

Bovill brought himself back on and Tweedale hit him for four before attempting the
same again through midwicket. Unfortunately the tracer bullet went straight into
the hands of Lewis. 128 for five became 131 for six two overs later as Warren was
trapped leg-before by Bovill. With 11 overs still to bat, Rob Rydon joined cup
debutant Will Wingfield Digby but was out for five and with eight overs to go.
Jackaman’s cameo of 19 not out and Wingfield Digby’s equally sensible 24 not out
saw a recovery to the relative milestone of 185 for seven.
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The task was straightforward: the Friars would have to be bowled out; to defend
less than 3.5 runs an over seemed very unlikely. The first over confirmed what was
already known about Gregor Macmillan: he is capable of taking the game away
from any opposition in a short space of time, but he is also a risk-taker who plays
a shot a ball. Knechtli’s first ball was clipped over Freeth at midwicket for two; the
second was hit equally hard and Freeth stopped it well. The third went high into
the air and Freeth stood under it, with the resultant clean catch meeting relieved
jubilation from the Pilgrims.

At the other end, Grundy looked out of sorts and so Hollingsworth was left to push
the ball around for the next couple of overs as the Friars struggled to cope with
excellent spells from Knechtli and Rydon. Even when Grundy was dropped at slip
it only seemed to be a matter of time and sure enough in the ninth over Knechtli
had his man, clean bowled. The minor concern was that he had decided to hit his
way out of trouble, and ended up with 24 having been dropped on nought.
Hollingsworth, too, was dropped, on eight, a sharp chance through the hands at
point. This was a more serious miss since he went on to make a crucial fifty, the
only such score in the match and with Blythe playing well at the other end, the
Friars were comfortably placed at 100 for two after 32 overs and the game was all
but up.

After tea, Dowdall’s gentle off-spinners made an appearance, swiftly accounting
for Blythe, bowled for 23. In the following over, Rydon bowled Breeze for one and
when Knechtli caught and bowled Hollingsworth, the score was 110 for five. 76
from 18 overs was never likely to be a problem, but the wickets were falling and
the game appeared to have swung back towards the Pilgrims. Tassall and Gay
wrested back the advantage, putting on 50 in ten overs through a mixture of
watchful defence and naked aggression. It was a partnership that secured the
match – and was chanceless to boot – and although both eventually fell, when Gay
was caught by Atwell off Rydon for 36, a mere five runs were required. With seven
balls to bowl, captain Bovill guided his men to victory.

In the end it was an excellent contest and a stout defence of a poor total. Knechtli
and Rydon both bowled brilliantly and Ricketts’s captaincy was exemplary. As last
year, though, catches were clearly shown to win matches. Charterhouse proceeded
to the final (the fourth consecutive year that the Pilgrims have been beaten by
eventual finalists), where they were surprisingly triumphant over the perennial
favourites, Tonbridge. Incidentally, Bovill’s figures here of two for 31 from 12 overs
were his worst in the whole competition: in the semi-final he took four and then
five in the final, including a hat-trick.

If the errors of this game are fully digested, then a promising run in the 2001
competition awaits, but excellence throughout rather than in patches is required –
and will undoubtedly be required in the first round, on the Upper against Bradfield
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Waifs. Victory there would mean a second-round game away to either Tonbridge
or Felsted.

Sunday July 9th, v Old Tonbridgians, at Tonbridge
Old Tonbridgians 274-7 dec (D M R McMullen 66, M A Hughes 56, A Owen-Browne
56); Sherborne Pilgrims 154-4 (N I Gavin-Brown 60*). Match drawn.

The Pilgrims won the toss and Hargrove took the rather strange decision – at
Tonbridge – to field. This was made because he had only four bowlers (including
even “part-timers”) and the damp conditions should have helped the fielding side
early on. Needless to say, Old Tonbridgians rattled their way to 81 before the first
wicket fell, with Hargrove taking much of the punishment himself (8-0-47-0).
Wickets fell steadily throughout the innings but keeping the runs down proved
rather more difficult. The Head is a fast scoring ground for those who are
unfamiliar with it.

All four bowlers went for a six at some stage and of the 58.3 overs bowled, just four
were maidens. Tonbridge declared on 274 for seven. Costeloe and Crouch toiled
manfully but the star turn was Jim Warren, who bowled 24 consecutive overs
spanning the lunch interval and did well to keep his runs conceded to below 100.

In stark contrast, when the Pilgrims arrived at the crease, Tonbridge were able to
deploy seven bowlers, none of whom bowled more than seven overs. Charlie
Warren fell early, but Gavin-Brown and Shearer put on 47 for the second wicket
before the latter lost his stumps when looking well set. Dave Pugh came and went
without facing, being narrowly run out, bringing Justin Chantrey to the wicket and
they compiled a handy 75 for the fourth wicket with some fine stroke-play.

Chantrey perished for 43 but the weather soon accounted for the match as a
contest, despite tea having been taken early. This was a disappointing end to a
match that had looked highly competitive, but a fleet of cars were able to head west
to Sherborne for the week with plenty of time in which to make the journey along
the South Coast.

Monday July 10th, v Old Blundellians, at Sherborne – cancelled, rain.

Tuesday July 11th, v Dorset Colts, at Sherborne – cancelled, rain.

Wednesday July 12th, v South Wales Hunt, at Sherborne
South Wales Hunt 202-8 dec (S Wallwork 57); Sherborne Pilgrims 149 (J Skinner 
5-16). Lost by 53 runs.

After two days of fairly solid rain and drinking, it was much to the relief of
everyone involved that we were finally able to get some cricket in on the third
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official day of the week. Having won the toss and chosen to bat, David Ricketts, the
opposition skipper, opened up with Beaverstock, who was quickly sent packing by
Hargrove, bowled without scoring. Wallwork then joined his captain in a stand of
71 before Ricketts edged a catch to the solitary slip off Dowdall. With the sole
purpose of preventing the ball from breaking his nose, Dan Thorne caught it and
Ricketts reluctantly trudged back to the pavilion in disbelief. Thorne was just as
dumbstruck.

Dowdall also accounted for Morgan by bowling him for 10 by which time the score
had passed 100 and Wallwork a boundary-less fifty. Lunch was an amusing affair
and the entertainment followed on briefly afterwards as Skinner, unaware of the
consequences, tried to smash the first ball over midwicket. The shot was correct as
it had been a full toss, but the ball had been a jacket potato and was obliterated.
Two balls later Skinner tried the same shot and accidentally let go of his bat. Only
the nimble feet of the square leg umpire prevented a nasty injury. 

Once the laughter had subsided, the Hunt proceeded to bat for what seemed like
an eternity before declaring after 60 overs on 202 for eight. Wallwork top-scored
with 57 and Skinner had gone on to make 40. Elliot-Square (9.3-5-15-2) and
Hargrove (7-4-8-1) both bowled well but were underused by the captain, while
Dowdall took three for 39 from 13 overs.

Charlie Allen and Ben Scott began the reply, getting off to a reasonable start,
putting on 36 for the first wicket when Scott was out for an attractive 25. Thorne
joined Allen and scored 20 of their 23-run partnership, comprising four boundaries
and four “walks” (runs is the technical term but fails to do Thorne’s lack of effort
justice). They were both out in consecutive overs, leaving the Pilgrims on 61 for
three.

Goodeve-Docker and Gillett made an excellent fist of rebuilding the innings and
pulled the score to 109 before the latter was dismissed for 18. Despite this setback,
a mere 94 runs were required from the final 20 overs and with plenty of batting to
come. 109 for four rapidly became 118 for seven as the double-barrelled fraternity
(Goodeve-Docker, Elliot-Square and Reece-Smith) all came and went. Dowdall and
Hargrove pushed the total up to 139 with some ease until Hargrove attempted to
hit a straight ball over midwicket and was bowled. Dowdall followed for 14 and
Bagnall troubled the scorers not at all.

Skinner bowled particularly well to take five for 16 from nearly 13 overs and his
second spell of four for seven from five overs turned possible Pilgrims victory into
certain defeat. The Hunt were surprised life had been made so much easier for
them, but a shame that the Pilgrims’ good bowling performance should have been
followed by such spineless batting.
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Thursday July 13th, v Dorset Rangers, at Sherborne
Sherborne Pilgrims 164-8 (D W Thorne 64); Dorset Rangers 128 (R A Bagnall
4-27). Won by 36 runs.

The Pilgrims won the toss and elected to bat, opening with Charlie Allen (having
recovered from flu) and Ben Scott. The start was solid, although Scott was first
to fall for 26 when going well. Thorne joined Allen and those watching enjoyed
a “Botham and Boycott” show, Thorne (obviously) performing the former role,
all elegance and power (his words), Allen dour and attentive.

The partnership was broken on 103 with Allen departing after making 18 hard-
earned runs, run out. Hargrove joined Thorne at the crease and started batting
in the same swashbuckling manner. After a rapid partnership of 38, Thorne fell
for 64; Hargrove was not far behind, stumped when going well – stumped, that
is, by yards rather than feet. Miles Jones arrived for his Pilgrims debut but was
on his way soon afterwards, dismissed by the same means as Hargrove.

The remainder of the Pilgrims batting was redolent of a net practice attitude, a
few nice strokes and then getting out playing the fool. Bagnall, however, was
faultless with an unbeaten nought as the Pilgrims declared on 164 for eight after
48 overs.

The Rangers reply did not get off to the steady start that was required, with
Bagnall taking three early wickets and Hargrove a fourth. But the Pilgrims
bowling and fielding was tight, five catches in total being snaffled. All the
bowlers chipped in with wickets, Bagnall being the pick with four for 27 off 13
overs. But the real enigma of the day was Thorne, who might have performed
the genuine all-rounder’s role if his analysis of 1-1-0-1 had been the true guide
to his talents. Sadly we all know that everyone can strike lucky. Kelly hit some
lusty blows towards the close as fatigue set in, but the Rangers were never in real
danger of reaching the target. What was more pleasing was that, after the
tribulations of the week as regards the weather, a full day’s play was possible.

Friday July 14th, v President’s XI, at Sherborne
Sherborne Pilgrims 205-7 dec (C C M Warren 80, M N E Jones 57); President’s XI
206-3 (D W Thorne 89*, N Wigham 61). Lost by 7 wickets.

It was the final day of the cricket week, and the Pilgrims were tired. A week of
relentless over-indulgence finally took its toll on the quality of the cricket
played. After Thorne and Bagnall had finished arguing, play eventually got
under way at midday – this was later than the scheduled start largely because
the Pilgrims found the 300-yard trip from The Digby to the Upper a little taxing
that early in the morning.
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The Pilgrims innings was based around a partnership of 155 from Miles Jones and
Charlie Warren; this was compiled after the loss of Scott in the first over of the day
to a catch behind the wicket by the opponents’ agile and alert wicketkeeper – none
other than . . . Thorne. Although not scintillating to watch, this partnership came
at just over three runs an over and should have been a platform from which the
Pilgrims could have posted a large score, but unfortunately neither of the pair
could stay in to make this happen and the innings was eventually declared after
the Pilgrims had stumbled to 205 for seven.

Jones (complete with his new-look blond locks) made 57 – his maiden 50 on the
Upper, having never played there before this week, Warren made 80 but never
looked at ease and struggled against the wily pair of Mike Nurton and Alan
Willows, indeed surviving a chance off each of them. Nurton, despite his age,
bowled his little out-dobbers particularly well and finished with figures of three
for 22 from 15 overs. Two of his victims (Tim Clarke and Will Hargrove) are recent
leavers and thus will not be allowed to forget this performance from the old
maestro.

Bagnall was promoted up the order to give it some long-handle but was
unfortunately bowled for nought. Interestingly Bagnall had had three innings
during the week and failed to score in each, and somewhat amusingly had
actually failed to hit the ball on every occasion. Is this a record? Charlie Dowdall
was left stranded on nine, the last five wickets falling in 16 minutes with only 21
runs being scored, not exactly what the captain wanted. Having overrun the
halfway stage he was then forced to declare some 30 runs short of what was hoped
for.

The President’s XI opened with Thorne and Legg, who quickly set about the target
at speed – having a particular go at Bagnall, who conceded 18 in his first three
overs. At the other end, Hargrove was much tighter and picked up the wicket of
Legg for 13 when the score was 29. This brought Wigham to the wicket who,
together with Thorne, dispatched the Pilgrims’ rather lacklustre bowling to all
parts to put on 138 for the second wicket in only 25 overs. 

This effectively sealed the game for the President’s XI who won at a canter losing
only one more wicket before reaching the required total. Thorne in particular
batted superbly, despite his partial blindness caused by Bagnall’s bin-lid – an act
of sabotage not as successful as others in the past. As if one eye wasn’t bad
enough, Thorne received a rather painful blow to the foot from a ball by Tim
Clarke. He charged his next ball rather unsuccessfully, hopping out to meet it. 

The Pilgrims bowling figures were poor: all the bowlers bar Hargrove went for at
least five an over, although Hargrove was certainly underbowled, as he had one for
12 from six. Perhaps the week had taken its toll. Perhaps time has crept on some of
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the older Pilgrims so that they are no longer able to do what they used to and still
play decent cricket . . . 

Tuesday July 18th, v Old Cliftonians, at Clifton – cancelled.

Sunday July 23rd, v Charterhouse Friars, at Charterhouse
Charterhouse Friars 239-7 (M Bowes 57*); Sherborne Pilgrims 240-6 
(M J E Jackaman 66, J N Butler 64; N S E Gay 4-38). Won by 4 wickets.

This was an excellent game of cricket that wasn’t decided until the final ball of the
110th over at just after 7.30pm. A return to the scene of the Cricketer Cup exit just
three weeks earlier was not to everyone’s taste, but a momentous victory certainly
helped to heal the wounds.

Hargrove lost the toss and the Friars chose to bat first in a game played to Cricketer
Cup rules, 55 overs a side. Bagnall and Costeloe opened the bowling and were
sufficiently miserly to ensure that when the first wicket fell in the fifteenth over, the
score had only reached 38. Under pressure to score, Ed Bowes went for a quick
single and Warren’s direct hit came with the batsman still short of his ground.

Making his debut for the Pilgrims, Tom Dowdall replaced Costeloe while Bagnall
bowled straight through his 12 overs and conceded only 23 runs at the other end.
In the 24th over, Dowdall accounted for Whidbourne and then Tom Clarke came
on to bowl the remaining opener, Burrows, to leave the score at 88 for three in the
29th over.

Webb and Breeze put on 43 before Warren bowled the former for 29. Nick Gay was
out first ball, slicing a long hop to extra cover and Costeloe accounted for Breeze in
the following over. When Warren took his third wicket to reduce the Friars to 141
for seven, it looked as though revenge was to be swift. However, there then
followed an excellent unbroken stand of 98 in the remaining 13 overs between 
the other Bowes and Ogle, the former scoring 57 from 60 balls and the latter 35
from 28.

Having been completely in charge, the Pilgrims dressing-room was distinctly
downbeat in the break between innings. The nature of the fightback, led by Mark
Jackaman and Jonty Butler, was terrific and tea was taken on 102 for no wicket after
25 overs.

Butler was finally out for 64 from only 81 balls, after trying to engineer his
dismissal for 15 minutes; had he not needed to pick up a relative from the airport,
his excellent innings could well have produced a century. 129 for one became 129
for two with the next ball as Pugh found an edge to the wicketkeeper. Jackaman
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followed three overs later for a well-compiled 64 but the Pilgrims still needed 99
from the remaining 21 overs, with two new men at the crease.

Gillett and Charlie Dowdall batted with great authority and some lusty blows
ensured that they moved on to 176 before Gillett was out for 34. Hargrove joined
Dowdall and they put on 45 in ten overs to push the score to 222. Gay bowled them
both in his penultimate over and now the Pilgrims bench was very nervous with
20 required from four overs and another new pair. Costeloe joined Tom Dowdall
and the two of them ran brilliantly to pull their team to safety, culminating with a
single off the final ball. It was a great team effort resulting in a single defeat for
Charterhouse in the final game of their two-week festival.

Sunday August 20th, v Bluemantle’s, at Tunbridge Wells
Bluemantle’s 181 (P B Crouch 4-52); Sherborne Pilgrims 182-7 (C E Dowdall 68*).
Won by 3 wickets.

On a lovely August day, the Bluemantle’s entertained the Pilgrims for a thoroughly
enjoyable game of cricket, played in the picturesque grounds of Holmewood
House prep school. The match was unusual as there were four sets of brothers
playing. The Pilgrims had the Warrens and Dowdalls while the Bluemantle’s had
the Wests and Gammells, the latter pair being a Pilgrim and the 2001 Captain of
Cricket. Have three sets of Sherborne brothers ever played in the same match
before?

The toss was won by the Bluemantle’s, who elected to bat first. Will Hargrove and
Tom Dowdall opened the bowling for the Pilgrims and were very impressive,
getting movement both in the air and off the pitch. The opening pair of Ned and
Charlie Gammell struggled to score and it was with some fortune that they
survived this contrasting new-ball attack. It was not until Crouch’s first over that
the breakthrough was made, Charlie Gammell caught behind by the ever vigilant
de la Hey.

The second-wicket partnership was beginning to materialise when Tom Dowdall
was finally rewarded for his excellent bowling, forcing the other Gammell to give
a catch. He then disposed of Hazelton to leave the hosts struggling at 35 for three.
Things began to look a little better for the Bluemantle’s as first Hamilton-Crawford
and then Clowes got going, most of the runs coming from a rather foolish move by
the captain to change the end from which Crouch was bowling.

This was a false hope for the opposition as they were both removed in quick time,
Hamilton-Crawford providing Tom Dowdall with his third victim and Searson
picking up Clowes in his first over. In a fine show of brotherly love, Tom Dowdall
caught the elder West off his brother’s bowling; this made them six down with the
score still below 100 and it looked as if a rout was on the cards, but the younger
West and Fyffe struck some lusty blows to ensure that this was not the case. 
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The reintroduction of Crouch from his preferred end put a stop to this resistance
as he took two wickets in successive overs. By now the score was over 150, and
with Fyfe looking to hit out, it was the golden-arm of Crouch that saw things did
not get out of hand as he clean bowled the opposition captain for 30. The
Bluemantle’s innings was wrapped up in fine style with a cameo display of leg-
spin from Ed Bartlett, leaving them 181 all out after 51.4 overs.

After a fine tea in front of the main school, the Pilgrims set about the seemingly
fairly meagre target. Unfortunately things did not go to plan and the Pilgrims
top order crumbled to 62 for six, with Paddy Prendergast the most successful
with 19. Things were not looking great for the side as Hargrove strolled to the
crease to join Charlie Dowdall. The former played a great innings, hitting the
Pilgrims out of trouble with a succession of mighty shots before finally trying
one too many and was caught off the leg-spin of Charlie Gammell for 29.

Charlie Warren then joined Dowdall, who had obviously been buoyed by
Hargrove’s effort, and the two of them reached the total with a couple of overs
to spare thanks mainly to several flowing drives from Dowdall, and some
sensible running between the wickets. All in all, this was a very enjoyable game
played by a Pilgrims team mostly comprising recent leavers. 

Sunday September 3rd, v NPL Teddington, at Teddington
Sherborne Pilgrims 110 (R A Bagnall 4-13); NPL Teddington 111-0 (C Churchman
54*, B D Atwell 54*). Lost by 10 wickets.

Even now, it is with immense pain that this chapter in Pilgrims cricket history is
penned. NPL Teddington, based in Bushey Park, had fielded a strong side
including Bagnall and Atwell, of Pilgrims stock themselves. With this in mind,
the Pilgrims side was carefully chosen, not wishing to be on the wrong side of
too much dressing-room banter.

With, on paper, a strong line-up, the Pilgrims chose to bat first. Charlie Warren
and Mark Jackaman opened the innings and without anything spectacular, got
the scoreboard ticking over. The concern was, of all people, Bagnall, who had
managed to bowl five consecutive maidens. The turning-point came 50 minutes
into the match when Warren was ill in the middle. Jackaman, concentration
broken, flashed at a rare wide ball by Bagnall and departed with the score on 40.

The collapse, almost England-like (of a former vintage at any rate) began.
Bagnall was bowling beautifully, having found his rhythm, and reduced the
Pilgrims to 74 for seven at lunch. Still shellshocked, the Pilgrims fared little
better after the interval, limping to 110 all out.
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In reply, NPL fielded two batsmen, as is the custom, but that was all they needed.
Churchman and Atwell symmetrically both made unbeaten 54s and the target was
reached with time to spare. Atwell began in convincing mood, smashing Hargrove
for four off the first ball, and immediately advising the bowler not to bowl such
nonsense at him again. Hargrove did not take the hint, though. Sadly Peters was
injured and had to roam the outfield without turning his arm over and not even
Freeth could stem the tide. The indignity of a ten-wicket defeat was not slow in
coming.

As well as NPL played, the real battle had been to convince the Pilgrims that this
was to be a jovial Sunday afternoon stroll, whereas they were desperately keen for
victory. Tougher mental attitude is a must for next year.

Reports by Rupert Bagnall, Robert Hands, Will Hargrove, Charlie Warren, Will
Wingfield Digby.

CRICKET  FIXTURES  2001

Sun. May 6th Marlborough Blues (a) Mon. July 9th Old Blundellians
Sat. May 19th The School Tues. July 10th Butterflies
Sun. May 20th Radley Rangers (a) Weds. July 11th South Wales Hunt
Sun. June 10th Bradfield Waifs Thurs. July 12th Dorset Rangers

Cricketer Cup 1st round Fri. July 13th Dorset Colts
Sun. June 17th Hampshire Hogs (a) Sun. July 15th Old Tonbridgians (a)
Sun. June 24th Cricketer Cup 2nd round Sun. July 29th Charterhouse Friars (a)
Sat. June 30th The School Sun. Aug. 19th Bluemantle’s (a)
Sun. July 8th Cricketer Cup 3rd round Sun. Aug. 26th NPL Lensbury (a)

The Cricketer Cup semi-finals are on Sunday July 22nd, and the final on Sunday
August 12th.

RUGBY  2000-01

It has been another good season for Pilgrims rugby with new faces appearing
alongside the already established players.  A high percentage of those playing are
students or playing regular club rugby, in various leagues. These two factors shape
our season and mean that early and late season are the best times for games and/or
tournaments. I urge anybody who knows of possible opposition to contact me. As
always all OS are welcome, whatever age and standard.

One match remains unreported from the end of last season when we lost 13-17 to
Old Wellingtonians on May 6th.  It was a ridiculously hot day and not a cloud in
the sky. Having played Old Wellingtonians previously we knew it was going to be
quite a battle.  The game was played at breakneck pace and the lead changed hands
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four times, showing the evenly-matched nature of the sides. It was physically
bruising and the pace of the game at times left players all over the pitch. The
Pilgrims’ two tries were scored by Guy Welby-Everard (prop) and Dom Guppy
(wing) with one penalty goal from Ben Scott (fly half).

The final outcome was disappointing. This was a very respectable scoreline that
reflected a late score by the Wellingtonians, who had an understandable (they play
in a league together each week) edge in the fitness stakes. The Pilgrims side was
encouragingly young, featuring many new faces. It has been hard with the
rearrangement of many league fixtures (flooded pitches and so forth) to get a game
with Old Wellingtonians for this season, although there is every intention to keep
the fixture going in the future.

The new season started on August 27th.  This was the second year that the Pilgrims
entered the Combined London Old Boys’ two tournaments (see under-21s below).
We had a smaller squad than last year, perhaps August is a touch early, and this
was not helped by injuries.  In our first game (ten minutes each way) we lost 0-21
very disappointingly to Old Alleynians, Rob Fidgen unfortunately having to leave
the field with a dislocated finger. The second game was an improvement but
nevertheless a defeat, 14-21, to Old Paulines. The play was much better with
forward runs from Wil Worrall, Marcus Greenwood and Phil Hodges in particular.
The half-backs, Mark Simon and Ben Scott, were also controlling the pace of the
game well.

We were then due to play a Plate semi-final, but our opponents decided to scratch.
This situation left us with a chance to redeem ourselves in the Plate final, against
Haberdashers’ Aske’s, and the Pilgrims finally produced a good performance,
winning 21-7. It could so easily have been 28-7 but for a failure to ground the ball
when over the line. The reward for the Plate victory was, in fact, a shield and
individual medals.

After the relative success of the open event, the under 21s had something to live up
to on September 10th. With last year’s organiser, Richard Edlmann, in Australia,
the rugby manager received help in raising players from Ben Scott, Ben Davis and
Tom Fegen, the last three captains of the XV. The tournament this year was staged
at the Athletic Ground, Richmond, an excellent venue.  The Pilgrims were short of
a full side with a few late withdrawals, as indeed were many sides. The decision
was made to combine with Clifton, giving some West Country connection at least.
It was another predictably hot and dry day, but fortunately the games were again
only ten minutes each way.  The first game was against a fitter and better-organised
Hampton side. It was understandably scrappy early-season fare, the combination
of two different sides playing as one not helping our situation. Hampton played a
quick rucking game and proved a little too sharp for the Pilgrims. The final score
reflected this, a 7-24 defeat.
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This reverse thrust the side into the Plate. The first round was against Epsom
College, and saw a much better performance and a 14-12 victory with a try from
Fegen and one conversion from Scott, the other try and conversion both by Old
Cliftonians.  St Edward’s, Oxford, were the opposition for the second round of
the Plate. They started very well and scored two early tries, all but finishing the
game as a contest. The final score was 7-27.  As in the open tournament, there
were some very good passages of play from the Pilgrims. The problem was the
understandable lack of practice together and some ill-discipline all too often
relieved the pressure on the opposition.

The Milton Abbey fixture normally takes place in October/November in Dorset,
but this season it was all change because the Hornets had a new organiser and
the fixture was played on April 1st at Finchley RFC.  It was heavy underfoot but
we played in dry conditions and at quite a pace, the first half being hard-fought
with the Pilgrims spending almost all of the period in the Hornets half and
putting them under extreme pressure. However, despite some excellent play in
the midfield by Ben Scott, Tom Fegen and Charlie Dowdall, with Wil Worrall
ever-present in support from the back row, the Pilgrims did not manage to get
any points on the board and the score at half-time was 0-0.  The captain was not
worried, despite the lack of points, as the scrum had held sure. Lineout ball was
also clean and crisp, with all our throws having been won. The defence also
stood firm with good work in the tackle particularly from Peplow, the back row
and centres.

The second half started well with the Pilgrims again on the attack. From just
inside the opposition half, play moved to the right and with each of four players
drawing a man and giving a well-timed pass, the wing ran in from the 22. Scott
converted, continuing another good all-round display at fly half.  The interplay
between Worrall and Scott was crucial in gaining yardage whenever the ball was
not fast enough for the outside backs. With the score at 7-0 the Pilgrims started
to try and play too wide a game from too deep and a dropped ball and hack
through by one of the opposition centres nearly resulted in a gift try. Only Ed
Bellew’s awareness at full back forced the ball out of play.

A conscious effort to shorten the game down, while still running the ball from
deep brought good results. Once more in the opposition half Worrall made a
break and was high tackled and then hit, resulting in a penalty, well-taken by
Scott for 10-0. The Pilgrims discipline, often a cause for concern, was excellent
barring the odd flare-up.  After weathering a brief storm from Milton Abbey a
very long passage of play resulted in a score for Peter Luard, meaning that the
two tries had gone to the wings. The conversion from wide out was
unsuccessful, bringing the game to an end. It was a very satisfactory and
thoroughly-deserved 15-0 win and a good end to the 15-a-side season. 
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Many thanks to all those who have played this season and in particular to Ben
Scott, who has helped to raise the sides and played in all the games.  Some further
thoughts: the lack of a fixture on the Upper is a situation that I would like to rectify
for future seasons. The Wellington fixture has not been possible because they had
rearranged games to play. A match against the Old Cliftonians is a possibility and
the aim is to arrange a fixture in October/November.

Will Hargrove

HOCKEY  2001

The morning of March 18th was greeted with a cutting chill in the air as Pilgrims
congregated on the Upper. Once again two teams were scheduled to play against
the School, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. It produced a very
exciting day of hockey.

v  The School 2nd XI  –  Won 5-0

The Pilgrims fielded a very dynamic side with a mixture of recent leavers and
some who had not picked up a hockey stick for quite some time. However, the
side led by a mature Ed Benbow came straight out of the blocks applying pressure
on the School right from the start. The Pilgrims controlled the game with a solid
midfield of Benbow, Will Newbery and Jonathan Powe.  Several chances were
produced and eventually there had to be a breakthrough. Tom Gregory, using his
natural pace, made a decisive run down the right side and managed to get a shot
at goal. The keeper made the save but only parrying the ball into the path of the
alert Matthew Boucher, who swept it into the goal.

Straight from the pushback the Pilgrims maintained the pressure and forced a
number of short corners. The School defended well but a rash stick tackle in the
area presented a penalty stroke. Up stepped Gregory and he calmly put the ball in
the goal, even if it only dribbled past the keeper’s legs. The School then had a
series of attacks but could not convert their chances, thanks to the solid defence of
Phil Cramp and Rupert Clark, and the half ended with the score 2-0 to the
Pilgrims.

The second half began the way the first ended with the Pilgrims continuing with
the pressure. Tim Clark on the left saw plenty of the ball and he was supported
well by Johnny Morgan and Powe. With the constant pressure on the left drawing
the School’s defence, the play was switched to the right hand side to Benbow, who
worked well with Ned Gammell, and they produced a ball to the top of the area
and the ever present Boucher fired the ball past the stranded keeper.  The fourth
goal came shortly after with a series of attacks inside the area and eventually the
School conceded another penalty stoke. This time Newbery stepped up and
converted the flick. 
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The School seemed totally dejected but fought back with a couple of plays in the
Pilgrims half. Several chances were created but they just could not convert them.
The game was coming to the end and the Pilgrims mounted another attack with
Gregory using his pace to exploit the defence. He reached the baseline and
managed to get his cross in to Boucher who finished with a shot most National
League players would have been proud of. This capped an excellent display and
certainly set the standard for the other game.

v The School 1st XI  –  Lost 0-6

The Pilgrims started with a very attacking formation which played right into the
School’s hands. Although the Pilgrims had several attacks in the opposition half,
the chances created were not converted.  The School began to exploit the gaps in
midfield and even with the solid play of Phil Cramp in defence, the Pilgrims
conceded the first goal. Straight from the pushback, the School applied the pressure
and the Pilgrims went through a passage of play where they thought they could
out-run the School team. This again proved costly as it was most evident that the
School were certainly much fitter and also their basic skills were executed better
than the Pilgrims. It was the first touches from the Pilgrims that gave most of the
possession back to the School and they passed the ball effectively to stretch the
defence. It was not too long before the School worked a good move and scored
their second goal. 

The game then settled down for a while with both sides maintaining possession
and winning a number of penalty corners. The Pilgrims formation was changed
and they reverted back to a 4-4-2 to try to dominate the midfield.  The midfield of
Ben Scott, Jimmy Cheung and Andrew Searson worked well in going forward but
were not so keen in tracking back and this left the defence of Cramp, Will Hargrove
and Mark Shearer isolated. Again it was little touches here and there that allowed
the School to regain possession and hit the Pilgrims on the break.

The second half began like the first with the Pilgrims attacking for the first ten
minutes of play. But again the midfield pushed too far forward and after losing
possession yet again, the School broke well and attacked the defence. This became
the pattern of the game for most of the second half. It was just a matter of which
side would convert their chances. Unfortunately, the School looked the more likely
to do this and they added a third goal after a period of play in the goal area. By now
the School were playing confidently and they added a fourth goal shortly after. If
the heads of the Pilgrims began to drop the fitness factor also began to show. 

However, although the Pilgrims were lacking in their fitness, they still showed a
touch of experience attempting to move the ball around rather than run with it.
They held the ball well and worked it up to the front men of Will Newbery and
Tom Fegen, but again, like most of the Pilgrims, their touch was just not there and 
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possession was lost. The frustration got to the Pilgrims and this was evident when
Hargrove made an appalling stick tackle which awarded the School a penalty
corner but also followed this up with dissent towards the umpire. He was
rightfully shown the yellow card which sidelined him for ten minutes.

With one man down the Pilgrims maintained possession well in midfield forcing a
number of chances up front and both Newbery and Shearer came very close.  The
School sealed a comprehensive win with a stunning goal which left keeper Tom
Wykes-Sneyd with no chance. The final score was 6-0 to the School and at the end
of the day they did deserve to win but maybe not as embarrassingly as the
scoreline suggested. The bottom line was that they were fitter and in better
“hockey touch” than the Pilgrims. 

The whole day was a success and all who participated enjoyed getting on the
Astroturf again and meeting up with old friends. I must thank everyone that made
the effort to come down for the day, the umpires for their running of the two
games, and the School for providing two excellent games of hockey. Finally I must
thank Jeremy Wadham for helping me organise the day and making it an enjoyable
one. Hopefully this can be repeated next year.

Jimmy Cheung

CROSS  COUNTRY  2000

As I have been running in and reporting on this old boys race on Wimbledon
Common for some years, I approached it this year with my usual mix of optimism
and trepidation. Little did I realise what lay in store. There were the usual lot of
grey-haired veterans who turn out faithfully year after year, but on this occasion
we also had three unknown younger runners in Rupert Waters, Tristan Day and
Ollie Dorrell. Tristan and Ollie had been out “on the toot” the previous night, in
time-honoured Sherborne tradition before an important match, but I thought that
Rupert had something of a lean and hungry look about him. We shall see, I mused.

I was suffering from a prolapsed disc so Anne (the washer of sweaty running gear
for 27 years) and I walked up the course to the top of the final hill where we
prepared to clap politely as the leaders went by. Imagine, if you will, my
excitement when Rupert Waters appeared first out of the Wimbledon Common
switchback with a mile to go. I could not believe it and subsequently let rip with a
most un-Sherborne like fit of excitement and yelling. I almost put him off. Rupert
went on to win in the sensational time of 27.31 which, for a muddy and hilly five
miles, isn’t bad.  Nick Moseley had his usual steady run, finishing 53rd in 34.27,
only 30 seconds slower than 1999, and Tristan put in a very creditable
performance, given that his body was operating mostly on alcohol, finishing 58th
in 36.01. Next in was Hilary Nash, 64th in 37.29, a little down on his 1998
performance but still an excellent run for someone who is 60 in 2003. Chris
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Chataway was recovering from injury and did well to finish in 39.36 and Ollie
Dorrell nursed his hangover all the way to finish in 43.44.

We were ninth out of 18 in the Open race and eighth out of 13 in the Vets. Perhaps
next year with a dream team of Waters, David Wrighton and three of our other
talented young runners, we might actually win this race. Get training. Your old
school needs you. Anyone interested can contact me on 01306 746300 (O) or
angus.cater@btinternet.com Angus Cater

OTHER  SPORTS  2000-01

In Ben Maidment’s final year running the Tennis he collected a team that beat the
School – our thanks to him for his work over the last three years. Ben Cole has
taken over and, with the help of Nigel Spink, entered us for the D’Abernon Cup.
Please contact Ben or Nigel about this as well as information about the Public
Schools LTA.

Patrick Gent managed to co-ordinate the Squash with success in the first round of
the Londonderry Cup against Barnard Castle. Hugh Archer must be the first
member to have played a girl in a representative match?  In the second round we
lost to Marlborough, although technically we could have claimed the match as their
top string did not appear and they played out of order.  The season ended with a
win against the School.  Jonathan Powe is taking over as manager, so please contact
him if you want to play.

A Fives team of six visited Sherborne in early March.  In an enjoyable weekend they
beat the School quite comfortably, and the Staff with less to spare.

Unfortunately Don Cameron was unable to raise a Soccer team to play the School,
and the Cross Country had to be called off because of the foot-and-mouth
epidemic.

OLD  SHIRBURNIAN  GOLFING  SOCIETY  2000-01

The winners at the three meetings were:

Summer 2000:  Turner and Foot Putter (scratch) – Gavin Webb-Wilson; Page Cup
(handicap) – Dick Draper; Stableford Competition – Philip Milln; Harry Croly Cup
(27 and under Stableford) – Simon Giles; Jeremy Summerscale Tankard (School
Stableford) – Nick Phillips.

Autumn 2000:  Captain’s Prize – Clive Wood;  Vice-Captain’s Prize – Phil Hodges;
Greig Cup – Ed Playfair; Autumn Cup – Tim Godfrey; Manning Trophy – James
Warren; Veterans’ Salver – Mike Jerrom.
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Spring 2001:  Harris Vase (scratch) – Clive Martin; Hempson Cup (handicap) –
Stuart Gillett; Shaw 12 and over (scratch) – not awarded; Shaw 12 and over
(handicap) – Howard Gill; Storrs Salver (veterans) – Martin Macpherson; Parry
Cup (inter-house) – School House; Shaw and Stables (foursomes) – Simon Brown
and Clive Martin; Howell Williams Salver (combined rounds) – Clive Martin.

At the AGM Robin Cullen was elected Captain, with Martin Macpherson and Ian
Rosser as Vice-Captains.

Simon Brown, the retiring Captain, concluded the meeting by saying that 2000 had
seen the best overall tournament results in the history of the Society – reaching the
final of the Brent Knoll, the quarter-finals of the Halford Hewitt, the final of the
G.L. Mellin, winning the Mellin over 75’s Salver, and reaching the third round of
the Grafton Morrish having earlier won the regional qualifying stage.

Matches v Clubs and other societies:  Played 23,  Cancelled 5.

Won: 11 v Saunton G.C.;  Tonbridge;  Loretto;  Woking G.C.;  Aldenham;
Mill Hill;  Repton;  Malvern;  School;  Charterhouse;  Cambridge
University Stymies.

Halved: 2 v Lancing;  Woodbridge G.C.

Lost: 10 v Sherborne G.C.;  Rye G.C.;  Aldeburgh G.C.;  Thorpeness G.C.;
Canford;  Cheltenham;  Downside;  Radley, Wrotham Heath
G.C.; Blundell’s.

Cancelled: 5 v West Sussex G.C.; Malvern; Royal Cinque Ports G.C.; Highgate;
Marlborough.

Grafton Morrish 2000

Philip Brown reports:  Following the good results earlier in the year, there was a
definite buzz about Sherborne golf and this carried through to the Grafton Morrish.
The qualifier, 18 holes scratch Stableford at Royal Ashdown in May, was a little
worrying at times, but in the end a great success.  Our side of: Hugo Ambrose and
Stuart Gillett (28 points); James Chappell and Toby Couzens (20 points); and Philip
Brown and Clive Martin (36 points), came top and so we were in the matchplay
finals in October.

Our first match against Perse, a side from Cambridge, was approached with some
intrigue, as we had not played them before and had no information regarding their
form.  As it happened the match, played at Brancaster on Friday morning, was
relatively easy, with a few anxious moments from a lack of practice showing at 
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times off the tee and around the greens.  The weather stayed fine with a blustery
sea breeze blowing us steadily to a 2 1/2-1/2 victory.

As always, play had been slow, and so with no time for lunch we raced along the
coast to Hunstanton for our second round match against Marlborough, who had
reached the semi-finals of the Hewitt in April. So a different quality of
opposition was expected. However, Marlborough were not as strong as first
thought and we cruised to a comfortable 3-0 win.

The next morning Cranleigh was the opposition.  Unfortunately the weather had
deteriorated, with lower temperatures and a continual drizzle that did all but
dampen our spirits, with the knowledge of a possible re-match against Epsom in
the fourth round if we won.  This was not to be, as the team crashed out with too
many three putts not backing up the superior striking by the top pair, and rather
an uncharacteristic inconsistent performance from the second pair both with the
ball and knowledge of the rules – white posts do mark the out of bounds, don’t
they?

The results were: v Perse, v Marlborough and v Cranleigh;
Rhys Francis and Stuart Gillett: won 3 and 2, won 3 and 2, lost 3 and 2;
Hugo Ambrose and Clive Martin: won 2 and 1, won 4 and 3, lost 6 and 5;
Philip Brown and James Chappell: halved, won 3 and 2, halved.

With something that started so well in May, it was sad to be out on Saturday
morning, but there is always next year and quotes like this to keep us going:
elderly gentleman with a glass of whisky approaches Rhys Francis in the bar at
Brancaster, saying, “Don’t I know you from somewhere?  It’s the Mellin, isn’t
it?”

Mellin Salver 2000

Peter Flory reports:  After excellent results in the Halford Hewitt and the Brent
Knoll, it is pleasing to record that we kept up the good work at the Mellin.

My plea in last year’s report for OS golfers over 75 to make themselves known
brought forth a letter from the Brayne brothers, and so this year we were one of
only eight schools out of the 16 playing to produce teams for all three sections of
the tournament.

The seniors played their qualifying round (Stableford with four teams going on
to the matchplay stages) on Thursday July 13th and although the over 65 pair of
Jim Coppen and Dick Draper will probably want to forget their round, the over
75 pair of Thomas and Richard Brayne came first with 20 points and went into
the matchplay semi-final.  So Friday dawned with a double interest.
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The Mellin itself is seldom uneventful, but on this occasion there is little to report
about the first round.  John Youngman and Mark Cannon Brookes, Martin Ireland
and Simon Brown, and Richard Hughes with Mike Falconer all played well and
disposed of Loretto 3-0 in the morning.  By the time they were ready to start the
afternoon match against Cranleigh, the Brayne brothers had come in with a
comfortable 3 and 2 win over Mill Hill to reach the over 75’s final.

The official score against Cranleigh was 2 1/2-1/2, but Ireland and Brown left the 15th
green three up and conceded a half as the top pair had just won 3 and 2, whilst the
bottom pair had won some time ago by the proverbial dog’s licence.  So the day
could be counted as 6-0.

Sterner opposition appeared on Saturday as we faced Shrewsbury in the semi-final
of the Mellin. The top pair were always going to have a close match and
proceedings were soon enlivened with a hole in one at the 4th by Cannon Brookes.
With nothing much in it the match came to the 17th with Sherborne one up.  Behind
them Ireland and Brown were up against some very good golf and lost by 4 and 2,
but steady play from Hughes and Falconer produced a win by 3 and 2.  The top pair
had by then halved the 17th to remain one up, and the rest of the team and watchers
were able to support them down the 18th and witness a superb second by
Youngman and a stone dead long putt by Cannon Brookes to give us a four.  To their
credit Shrewsbury had an equally good second and nearly got a three, but as we
only needed a half we were through to the final for the first time since 1991.

And so to lunch, during which the Brayne brothers set off on their final against
Shrewsbury, with Thomas going down the shaft of his five wood at the 1st as he had
driven into the ditch on the previous two days.  Those familiar with West Hill will
remember the Hut by the 12th green, which not only provides welcome sustenance,
but also gives a marvellous vantage point for the 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th holes
which are usually crucial.  The Braynes arrived on the 12th tee two up, and for the
second day running we watched Richard hole across the green for a three.  Three
up with six to play looked promising, and Shrewsbury had no answer to our three
on the short 13th and a splendid four at the difficult 14th.  So a great 5 and 4 win to
put our name on the board for the first time in the Bunny Millard Salver.

By now the battle was on in the Mellin final against Lancing.  As the team came past
the Hut we were up in one match and down in the other two.  By the 15th things
were not looking good, with Youngman and Cannon Brookes dormie three down,
but we watched them win the 16th to maintain some hope.  At the same time
Ireland and Brown won the 15th and their match by 4 and 3, but Hughes and
Falconer lost the 15th to go three down, and the 16th to lose 4 and 2.

Meanwhile Youngman and Cannon Brookes had won the 17th to be one down.
Once again the rest of the team supported them down the 18th and a splendid four 
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won the hole and halved the match.  The 19th was crowded, and to their great
credit Lancing got a four out of a bunker which sadly we could not match.

Although we were disappointed not to win, it was nice to see Lancing record their
first victory in the final.  We owe a great debt of gratitude to West Hill Golf Club
for the marvellous hospitality they extend to us, and it was fitting that the current
captain of the Club was a member of the winning Lancing team.

Bermuda Trophy 2000

Simon Brown organised a most enjoyable week in Scotland in August, with fine
weather and no rain.  The party was based at Dornoch with golf played over
several courses.  The Trophy was won by Dick Draper.

Family Day 2000

This was held at Woking G.C. on November 19th.  Toby and Marcus Rowland won
the Peter Currie Cup, with Simon and Philip Brown the runners-up.

Brent Knoll Bowl 2001

The extreme wet weather conditions caused the March 24th- 25th weekend to be
postponed until August 18th-19th.

Halford Hewitt 2001

Hugo Ambrose reports:  Almost all the preparations for this year’s Hewitt were
derailed because of the consistently wet weather. Our trial in February was
cancelled as Deal, where we were due to play Malvern on Saturday and the Club
on Sunday, was completely flooded. It was therefore decided to play last year’s
team without alteration, but the pairs changed when Chris Nevill stepped down to
be replaced by Toby Couzens; the team therefore being Rhys Francis and John
Youngman, Philip Brown and Stuart Gillett, Peter and Clive Martin, Nigel Whalley
and Nick Aubin, Hugo Ambrose and Toby Couzens. With the Brent Knoll being
postponed until August (again because of the course being flooded) the team
assembled having had none of the usual matchplay preparation.

This year had been kinder than previously in giving us a first round draw against
Eastbourne as opposed to one of the favourites. We had also been drawn to play
our first round on Friday instead of Thursday, giving us a day to amuse ourselves.
A match against Epsom, last year’s Cup winners, was arranged at Le Touquet.

A hard fought match in atrocious weather conditions was won by Epsom. This left
Sherborne to buy the wine; inevitably we were waylaid in the restaurant and we
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arrived back in Sandwich in good spirits but without injury (unlike one of the
Epsom top pair who played the competition with a broken finger as a result of the
game of British Bulldog aboard the Shuttle).

The team was changed the next day when Nigel Whalley withdrew as a result of
a bad back, thereby missing his first Hewitt in 23 years. This threw, at very short
notice, Simon Buchanan into the team for a debut appearance and the pairs and
order were rearranged for the first round as: Couzens and Buchanan, Brown and
Gillett, Francis and Youngman, Peter and Clive Martin and Ambrose and Aubin.

Friday brought a windy but relatively dry morning and most of the pairs started
without serious mishap. Couzens and Buchanan won the 2nd with a birdie three
only to lose the 4th to an eight. By the turn Sherborne were up in two matches,
level in two and down in one. Ambrose and Aubin back-pedalled to lose 5 and 4
to a pair who chipped and putted very well. The other pairs had more success
with the top three all winning by the 17th. Wary of the perils of a short break
between matches the Martins offered the opposition a half, giving us a 31/2-11/2

victory.

The afternoon’s opposition, Fettes, had won their first round 5-0 and were
obviously going to be tough opposition. The weather worsened and we
experienced a wet afternoon.  Again we started well but this time by the turn all
pairs were at least two down despite not making obvious mistakes. With the
exception of Ambrose and Aubin, we were unable to reverse our fortunes and the
match was lost 1-4. 

The results were: v Eastbourne and v Fettes;

Simon Buchanan and Toby Couzens: won 2 and 1, lost 3 and 2 (3rd pair);
Philip Brown and Stuart Gillett: won 2 and 1, lost 2 and 1;
Rhys Francis and John Youngman: won 2 and 1, lost 3 and 2 (1st pair);
Clive Martin and Peter Martin: halved, lost 4 and 3;
Hugo Ambrose and Nick Aubin: lost 5 and 4, won 3 and 2.

OLD  SHIRBURNIAN  SAILING  SOCIETY  2000-01

One of the highlights of the past year was the Millennium Rally, held at the end of
April 2000; spanning 11 days, it was the longest-lasting event in the Society’s
history. Unfortunately, because it came early in the season, most yacht-owning
members were not prepared for such a lengthy cruise, but two boats took part,
skippered by Bob Macdonald and Nick Ware, with a combined crew of eight. Last
year’s success in the Arrow Trophy was not matched, Winchester winning the
event in mid-October after the Society failed to come in the top four of the 13
teams taking part in fleet racing on Saturday. This meant that Sherborne could not 
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qualify for the match racing on the Sunday. Winchester, who entered two boats,
were first and second – something to aim at for next year.

On an individual note, Angus Cater (and family) won the Yachting Monthly
Family Trophy in the Round the Island Race last June, coming first out of 69
family-crewed boats, while Charles Liddell was unbeatable in his class at Cowes
Week. Stuart and Adrian Jardine won the Class National Open title at Weymouth
in October in their International J24 Stouche , completing a successful season that
also saw a third place in the European Championships in Germany, and victory
in the Southern Area and the Welsh Championships. They thus held all the major
UK Class trophies for the year.

The Boys Weekend (September 30th-October 1st) proved the usual success, with
five yachts sailing down to Gins Farm and being entertained in the clubhouse of
the Royal Southampton Yacht Club for dinner, an event that also saw the
welcome attendance of Andrew Yorke, who had just recovered from a short
illness.

New members with any interest in sailing are always welcome to the Society and
its events, whether afloat or ashore: it arranges cruising, racing and social events
throughout the year. Any OS interested in joining should contact Nick Ware.

SCHOOL  CRICKET  2000

Reflecting on a season that came to a miserable conclusion at Haileybury, as rain
prevented any play on the last day when the XI were due to play Cheltenham at
the Festival, there were two important achievements from a team perspective.
There were, as ever, numerous individual performances worthy of note.

Firstly, there was a team spirit.  Inevitably boys are desperately anxious to do
well both for individual pride and perhaps for fear of losing their place in the
side.  But this team genuinely wanted to do well for each other.  Roger Bannister
once remarked: “There is a need to feel our bodies have a skill and energy of their
own, apart from the man-made machines they drive.  There is the desire to find
in sport a companionship with kindred people.  I have found all these.”

Tom Dowdall, the captain, was largely responsible for this situation.  Respected
as a player (it was his fourth year in the side) and also highly regarded as a
leader, he asked for advice; he listened to suggestions; he accepted praise and
criticism without taking it personally; and above all he was positive in his
decision-making.  He led from the front and his team followed.  He had excellent
support from the senior players.  The younger players will have gained much
from the experiences of this year which will be of enormous benefit when they
are expected to assume a higher profile next year.
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Ben Adams and Chris Hopkins both contributed as much off the field as they did
on it.  Adams scored more runs this year than anyone has done for some time.  His
bowling was not always as accurate as one might have expected but he was always
likely to take wickets.  His fielding was quite outstanding.  Hopkins disappointed
with the bat but, despite the constant battle to keep fit, he was a reliable opening
bowler.  Rarely did he fail to claim an early wicket with the new ball.

Harry Thomas suffered a loss of form early in the season but never lost his
enthusiasm.  He demonstrated the value of constant practice in order to restore
confidence.  Ed Lang rose to the occasion when the situation demanded.  He took
his limited opportunities well and enjoyed the success of others.

The second important factor in the success of the team was the ability of the
batsmen to play a controlled innings and of the bowlers to maintain a consistent
line and length.  These may seem basic virtues for any boy representing the 1st XI.
However, consider that a cricketer progressing through the junior sides to play on
The Upper will probably never have played a full day’s play.  He will almost
certainly not have batted for more than an hour at most and is unlikely to have
bowled more than half a dozen overs.  All his matches will have been played on a
much smaller pitch than The Upper, the bowling will have been more erratic, and
the fielding less proficient.

“There is something so tempting to an inexperienced player in seeing a ball
chucked up in the air slowly and simply, it looks so very easy to hit, so peculiarly
guileless, that a wild slog is frequently the result too often followed by disastrous
consequences.”

Peter Langly-Smith demonstrated the value of concentration when he carried his
bat for 72 against King’s, Bruton.  He is still a nervous starter but appreciated the
need to accumulate runs by good judgement of a single.  Dowdall and Adams also
learned not to give their wicket away by playing loose shots.  Will Fegen was
promoted from the Colts and proved he was capable of playing at a higher level.
Injury prevented him bowling at the end of the season but he has the potential to
be a dangerous bowler next year.

Linley Lewis improved his wicketkeeping skills as the season progressed, and kept
his nerve as a batsman in several tight situations. He will be a genuine
wicketkeeper/batsman next year.  Charlie Gammell’s opportunities were limited
and he is still too concerned about getting out.  He has a sound defensive technique
as a batsman and turns his off-breaks on the flattest of wickets.  If he plays club
cricket this summer he should increase his confidence and gain valuable
experience.  Jon Manning worked hard to improve his technique, which paid rich
dividends in his valuable and vital innings against Marlborough, which could so
easily have won the game for his team.
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Jimmy McKillop, Tom Cracknell, Leo Thom and Tim Margetson all tasted the
demands of first team cricket.  Sadly, Anthony Williams chose not to fulfil his
obligations and his obvious potential as a cricketer.  John Hood was frustrated by
his lack of success and the demands of the examiners.  Hopefully both will return
to the game in time.

“No player is a cricketer at heart if he doesn’t look forward to running about on a
beautiful turf on any kind of day”  (G.A. Faulkner, Cricket:  Can It Be Taught,
1926).  As always the fun and the enjoyment provided by the players could not
occur without the assistance of those who contribute off the field: we enjoyed the
support of parents, the calm and efficient umpiring of Tom Singleton, the catering
served by Sharon and her daughters, the scorers (Messrs. Hoey, Kennon, and
Morley-Smith), Alan Willows’ enthusiasm and expertise, Mark Pryor’s
administration and Jeg Francis’ much improved playing surfaces.  To all of them I
am indeed grateful.

“The whole edifice of Christian virtues could be raised on a basis of good cricket.”

Mike Nurton

Results: Played 16, Won 5, Lost 6, Drawn 4, Abandoned 1.

April 27th Sherborne 102 (L W O Lewis 30); 
Sherborne CC 103-2 Lost by 8 wickets

May 2nd St John’s College RSA 227-6 (45 overs); 
Sherborne 119 (44 overs) (B W Adams 50) Lost by 108 runs

May 6th Canford 139 (W P Fegen 3-28); Sherborne 140-1
(T R Dowdall 75*, B W Adams 42*) Won by 9 wickets

May 7th Free Foresters 203-7 dec; Sherborne 103-7 Match drawn

May 9th Sherborne 137 (37 overs) (P F C Langly-Smith 72*);
King’s, Bruton 59 (30 overs)
(B W Adams 4-11, T R Dowdall 4-9) Won by 78 runs

May 13th King’s, Taunton 201-9 (55 overs) (T R Dowdall 3-29);
Sherborne 180-6 (55 overs)
(B W Adams 52, W P Fegen 36*) Lost by 21 runs

June 3rd Sherborne 171-6 (55 overs) (T R Dowdall 63,
B W Adams 43);
Clifton 97 (B W Adams 4-2) Won by 74 runs
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June 10th Sherborne 88 (47 overs);
Millfield 89-3 (26 overs) Lost by 7 wickets

June 17th Sherborne 202-7 (55 overs) (B W Adams 100*);
Taunton 166 (53 overs) (B W Adams 3-19) Won by 36 runs

June 24th Blundell’s 142-9 (55 overs) (T R Dowdall 5-15);
Sherborne 143-9 (54.2 overs) (W P Fegen 42) Won by 1 wicket

June 28th M.C.C. 220 (T R Dowdall 3-16,
C P W Gammell 3-53);
Sherborne 213 Lost by 7 runs

June 30th Sherborne 205-3 dec. (T R Dowdall 73,
P F C Langly-Smith 38, B W Adams 62);
Kloof HS 158-9 
(C J P Hopkins 4-42, T R Dowdall 3-13) Match drawn

July 1st Pilgrims 230-7 (50 overs);
Sherborne 223-8 (50 overs) (T R Dowdall 97,
P F C Langly-Smith 37, B W Adams 45) Lost by 7 runs

July 3rd Sherborne 152-9 (B W Adams 51);
Haileybury Match drawn – rain

July 4th Sherborne 143 (J C W Manning 44*,
W P Fegen 31);
Marlborough 80-9 (T R Dowdall 6-10) Match drawn

July 5th Sherborne v Cheltenham Match abandoned – rain

SCHOOL  CRICKET  FIXTURES  2001

Sat. April 21st Sherborne Town Sat. June 2nd Clifton (a)
Sun. April 29th Dorset Rangers Sat. June 9th Millfield (a)
Sat. May 5th Canford Sat. June 16th Taunton (a)
Sun. May 6th Free Foresters Sat. June 23rd Blundell’s
Tues. May 8th King’s, Bruton Tues. June 26th XL Club
Sat. May 12th King’s, Taunton (a) Weds. June 27th MCC
Sat. May 19th Pilgrims Sat. June 30th Pilgrims

July 2nd - 4th  Festival at Sherborne with Cheltenham, Haileybury and
Marlborough.
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SCHOOL  RUGBY  2000

Results: Played 13, Won 4, Lost 9.

Canford Won 38 - 3 Radley Lost 8 - 18
Bishop Wordsworth’s Won 24 - 14 Bryanston Lost 8 - 27
Downside Lost 16 - 23 Clifton Lost 0 - 17
King’s, Taunton Won 29 - 5 Cheltenham Lost 10 - 11
Wellington Lost 6 - 37 Blundell’s Lost 12 - 37
Millfield Lost 6 - 50 Kloof HS Won 46 - 5
King’s, Bruton Lost 10 - 41

SCHOOL  RUGBY  FIXTURES  2001

Sat. Sept. 8th Canford (a) Sat. Oct. 20th King’s, Bruton (a)
Sat. Sept. 15th Bishop Wordsworth’s Sat. Nov. 10th Bryanston
Thurs. Sept. 20th Downside (a) Sat. Nov. 17th Cheltenham
Sat. Sept. 29th King’s, Taunton Sat. Dec. 1st Blundell’s
Sat. Oct. 6th Wellington Sat. Dec. 8th tba
Sat. Oct. 13th Clifton (a)

SCHOOL  HOCKEY 2001

I consider that my first priority as a coach is to instruct my team in how to play
hockey well. In this respect the season has been a huge success. As the Pilgrims
discovered, this team is able to play some devastating hockey. My second priority
is to win matches. Well, one out of two is not bad and results have been a
considerable improvement on last year.

After two years of trying, I managed to convince Rob Hill to help me coach the 1st
XI. It was clear at pre-season training that he was going to have a large impact. He
has been hugely enthusiastic and the players have responded to him well. The first
week of training was exciting and I was very optimistic about our chances against
King’s, Bruton. However, the team did not perform up to the potential they had
been showing all week and King’s, Bruton were able to squeeze a victory. The
Occidentals turned up with a good side, including Rob, and the team raised their
game to compete at the appropriate standard. 

They followed this up with an encouraging draw against Dean Close, a side to
which we lost 9-0 last year. This game provided a clear indication of how far we
had come in one year. They were unable to maintain their momentum against
Exeter and, for the second time, lost to a team they should have beaten. There then
followed a sequence of games in which poor umpiring decisions by appointed
umpires affected the outcome of the game.
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We should have gone 3-0 up against Taunton, but had a goal incorrectly
disallowed, we had two questionable flicks awarded against us against
Bryanston at the County Cup and a questionable goal awarded to Bryanston in
the school fixture. There was a morale-boosting 5-0 victory against Clayesmore at
the County Cup, but this did not compensate for the failure to gain the scalp of
Bryanston. A good performance against Wellington resulted in a narrow loss,
meaning that half-term was reached with only one victory but with much learnt
and morale high.

The next three games would be a steep learning curve. King’s, Taunton were
blown away by a Will Fegen hat-trick, including the goal of the season, setting up
a tough encounter with Canford on their water-based pitch. They proved to be a
better side than us, although we still competed for much of the game. Yeovil and
Sherborne produced a team consisting mostly of their first team, including two
ex-internationals. They were impressed by the standard of hockey played by the
School and the only real difference between the two sides was the finishing.

Millfield were again in a class of their own and the best team we played by a
considerable margin. Sherborne worked hard for the full seventy minutes and
competed for long periods, but leaked goals at regular intervals. The final two
games saw some flowing hockey being played, in patches against Wells and for
the entire match against the Pilgrims. The old boys made the error of giving us
space, which we duly exploited with devastating consequences. With more
clinical finishing this could have been a cricket score, as it was some glorious
goals were scored.

In summary, it has been a year of building. We have played some excellent
hockey and faced many high-quality oppositions. We have competed with the
best and everyone has thoroughly enjoyed themselves. With seven out of the
twelve returning next year, a good crop of Colts and Rob Hill already committed,
the team is going to be outstanding next year. I cannot guarantee victory against
the likes of Millfield, but anyone else is fair game. 

Results: Played 15, Won 4, Lost 9, Drawn 2.

King’s, Bruton Lost 1 - 2 Wellington Lost 1 - 2
Occidentals Lost 2 - 5 King’s, Taunton Won 5 - 2
Dean Close Drawn 2 - 2 Canford Lost 2 - 4
Exeter Lost 1 - 3 Yeovil & Sherborne Lost 1 - 4
Taunton Lost 2 - 3 Millfield Lost 0 - 7
Bryanston (County Cup) Lost 1 - 2 Wells Cathedral Won 4 - 1
Clayesmore (County Cup) Won 5 - 0 Pilgrims Won 6 - 0
Bryanston Drawn 2 - 2
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Barbados Tour 

In the Easter holidays, the School made their second major hockey tour abroad,
travelling to Barbados for two weeks. Sixteen boys and four members of staff
formed the tour party, for whom the stated ambitions on leaving Dorset were
fourfold: to play a good standard of hockey in a new environment, gaining
experience of a different style; to build a strong 1st XI for future years; to increase
the profile of hockey at the School; and, perhaps most importantly for sporting
tourists at that age, to have fun in an idyllic setting.

The tour was unquestionably a huge success. The boys served as superb
ambassadors for the School, charming people wherever they went. The standard of
hockey on the island was good - everyone knew that they would be fit and fast, but
were somewhat unprepared for the level of skill that some of their players
possessed. 

Combermere Old Boys, the one team to beat the School, are the top men’s side on
the island and although the boys competed with them well, they never really
troubled their bigger opponents. It was interesting to play the Combermere School
team at the beginning and end of the tour to see how much progress had been
made. They were the top school side on the island and I was delighted to see that
the improvement was considerable.

We have achieved a great deal in terms of the future of hockey at first-team level.
On a few occasions the potential 2002 1st XI was on the pitch, a number of likely
candidates had a match as captain and some of the younger players have really
found their feet.

Away from the pitch, the highlights have to be: watching West Indies v South
Africa at the Kensington Oval, a very different atmosphere to Kennington Oval; a
catamaran cruise, including swimming with turtles; and a pro-am golf tournament
where we met Jasper Carrott, Gary Lineker and Vinnie Jones.

Results: Played 6, Won 4, Lost 1, Drawn 1.

Combermere School Drawn 0 - 0 Futura Hockey Academy Won 6 - 0
Grantley Adams School Won 3 - 0 Garrison/Harrison Colleges Won 6 - 0
Combermere Old Boys Lost 0 - 3 Combermere School Won 2 - 0

Jeremy Wadham 
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THE  SHERBORNE  PILGRIMS  COMMITTEE
2001

PRESIDENT
G.P. Gent

IMMEDIATE  PAST  PRESIDENT
J.P. Hargrove

VICE-PRESIDENTS
P.J. Lough and D.C. Watney

TRUSTEES
C.R.J. Eglington, J.A. Watney

and J.P. Hargrove

COMMITTEE

Retiring 2001 Retiring 2002 Retiring 2003 Co-opted

R.A. Bagnall H.C.K. Archer M.J. Cleaver R.C.A. Garrett
J.L.B. Cheung H.W.M. Brewer A.J. Crowe E.P.J.F. Lyons
B.R. Maidment P.R.D. Gould R. Hands J.C. Mason
A.I.H. Prentice W.P. Hargrove J.P. Kershaw N.R.H. Parker
R.A.B. Spink J.S. Harris-Bass N.G. MacIver J.R. Tozer
N.J. Ware M.D. Nurton J.D. Ricketts D.I.T. Wilson

PRESIDENT HON. TREASURER
G.P. Gent R.H. Green
Lower Woodbridge House, King’s Stag, 29 Hurlingham Gardens,
Nr. Sturminster Newton, Dorset DT10 2BD London SW6 3PH
Tel: 01963 23363 (H) Tel: 020 7736 8359 (H)

EDITOR
R. Hands

Tel: 020 7782 5299 (O)
robert.hands@the-times.co.uk (office)

rob.hands@talk21.com (home)

Telephone numbers

Upper Pavilion 01935 812431
School switchboard 01935 812249
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RULES
(as approved in December 1997 and subsequently amended)

1. The Club shall be called “The Sherborne Pilgrims”.

2. All OS who are members of the OS Society shall be entitled to apply for
membership.  Members of staff who are members of the OS Society may be
invited to become an honorary member.

3. With the exception of honorary members who shall pay no subscription, all
new members shall pay a life subscription which shall be determined by the
Committee.

4. The objects of the Club are to promote and encourage all forms of OS sport,
and to keep members in touch with one another and with the School.

5. The Officers of the Club shall be the President, who shall hold office for three
years, two Vice-Presidents, the immediate Past President, three Trustees, the
Honorary Secretary and the Honorary Treasurer.

6. The Committee shall be the Officers of the Club, two representatives from the
School staff, up to 24 ordinary members, and such others as may from time
to time be co-opted.

7. Ordinary members of the Committee shall retire after three years’ service,
but are eligible for re-election.

8. The Club bank shall be the Sherborne branch of the NatWest Bank.

9. All investments shall be held in the name of a regulated nominee company,
or in the names of the Trustees.

10. The financial year-end shall be March 31st and an Annual General Meeting
must be held by the end of the calendar year.  An income and expenditure
account, together with a balance sheet, shall be produced for approval at the
AGM.

11. A Committee meeting shall be properly convened on three weeks’ notice in
writing, and be quorate with eight or more members present.

12. In exceptional circumstances the Committee shall have the right to refuse an
application for membership.
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