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CLUB NOTES 

 

I don’t think that it is melodramatic to suggest that organised sport at the lower levels in the United Kingdom is 

in trouble, perhaps even crisis. Rugby clubs all over the country are reduced to running fewer teams because the 

numbers just are not there any more; cricket clubs are finding a similar, if not so acute, problem. The emphasis 

placed on self that has been a marked and long-lasting result of the Thatcher governments, combined with ever 

more diverse options for leisure activities, have caused no little anxiety for amateur sports clubs. 

 

Gone are the days of a (so-called) Corinthian age, when work was less important for the upper and middle 

classes, comfortable as they were to a greater or lesser extent, when travel was defined as a trip to the nearest 

big town, or possibly to London, rather than a cheap package deal halfway round the globe. Sport was often a 

means to seeing more of the country (if not always the world), rather than a barrier preventing families from 

taking a weekend away in the country or on the Eurostar to Paris. The demands have increased on the individual 

and he (not to mention she) values his social time ever more greatly — gyms and health clubs often have a more 

seductive call than recreational team sport. 

 

In that context it is wonderful to be able to report that the Pilgrims this year continues to flourish in the major 

team sports. Rupert Bagnall commandeered a total of 47 Old Shirburnians — including the welcome return of 

our only county cricketer of recent times, Nick Peters — over the course of the season to play cricket in Pilgrims 

colours (with generations ranging from the late Sixties right up to 1999 leavers), while Will Hargrove gently 

cajoled a fair number to perform on the rugby field. Jimmy Cheung was able to put together two XIs (even if 

one or two played twice) to play hockey on a miserable March Sunday, and the golfers and sailors still attract 

their traditional unstinting performers. If there is some cause for concern about other areas (notably the racket 

sports), the overall picture must be said to be promising. 

 

And it is with cricket that we begin the usual review of the highlights of OS sport over the past 12 months. It is 

without exaggeration that I would argue that 1999 was the best year that the Pilgrims have had in more than 75 

years of playing matches. Not perhaps in terms of a win/loss ratio (although that was more than respectable), but 

in the numbers who played, in the overall quality of the cricket played and, most of all, in the achievement of 

reaching the semi-finals of the Cricketer Cup for the first time. 

 

The Cup run had everything in terms of drama: last-ball victory, extraordinary collapse(s), some exquisite 

strokeplay and some fiery bowling (by both Pilgrims and opponents). If the defeat to Bradfield Waifs on the 

Upper proved to be a big disappointment, it was a sound reflection on the spirit and belief engendered by the 

Club’s cricketers as they made their way through the competition. Bagnall had identified a semi-final place to be 

there for the taking at the start of the summer and his faith was justified.  

 

But the hardest part begins now: repeating the achievement in 2000. The talent and the will are there — is the 

self-belief? A tricky away fixture to Rugby Meteors, finalists in 1998 and our conquerors in the first round that 

year, awaits. All those who can make it on June 18
th

 are more than welcome — please do try. 

 

The sailors had another successful year, from which I would pick out two features: firstly, the victory in the 

Arrow Trophy last October — proving that the OSSS is maintaining its strong presence in its work on the 

waves; and secondly, the retirement of Andrew Yorke. I do not think it an exaggeration to say that Andrew’s 

contribution to sport at Sherborne has been immense and, in his field, as significant as any other of the colossi 

who have overseen sport at the School over the years. He will continue to be involved with sailing, both with the 

School and the OSSS, but the main baton now passes on. 

 

To reach the final of the Brent Knoll and the quarter-finals of the Halford Hewitt (losing to the eventual 

winners, Epsom) represented another year of solid achievement in the major competitions by the golfers, who, 

just as the sailors, continue to lead the way in terms of social and sporting activity. 

 

Pilgrims in various walks of sporting life have distinguished themselves once more. On a personal note, I was 

thrilled to learn last year of Rob Kitson’s elevation (after what seemed like a lifetime of working for Reuters) to 

the post of Rugby Correspondent with The Guardian. Anyone wishing to follow a journalistic vocation could do 

worse than imitate the Kitson career — although I would recommend a good hair restorer and a few more hours 

spent with a straight bat in the nets, just in case. 
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A few short months after leaving the School (and making his debut for the Pilgrims), Jimmy Adams represented 

England in the under-19 cricket World Cup in Sri Lanka towards the end of last year, while the first match of 

the 2000 domestic season featured Charlie Warren playing for Oxford Universities against Somerset: the Club 

wishes him well in his quest to win a Blue. In the fives arena, Jeremy Schroeter became amateur veteran doubles 

champion this year and Nick MacIver reached the semi-finals of the national under-25 doubles championship. 

 

It is with the problems of the pace of modern life, to which I alluded earlier, in mind that the Club has decided to 

enter the new millennium armed with modern technology. Steps are being taken as I write with a view to 

establishing a Pilgrims website. Although it may not be fully functional when this booklet lands on your 

doormat, the intention is for www.pilgrims.org.uk to be up and running during the summer. Initially it is 

envisaged as a fairly basic tool, allowing match managers to ―advertise‖ for services of potential players and for 

news of Pilgrims activities to be reported in a rudimentary form, thus allowing Club members to keep up with 

achievements almost as they happen, rather than waiting for the written form which in some cases is produced 

almost a year later. 

 

What it does not mean is that this booklet is in its death throes. The Committee believes that it has a purpose, 

especially in an ephemeral era, namely to provide a written source of record — and it will continue to be 

published, if perhaps in future years not at such length. The website should assist communication in many ways 

and is very much the medium of the moment; we should not be left behind. 

 

While collating the reports for this year’s booklet, I was struck by two things: firstly, the generally high quality 

of the cricket writing (admittedly not quite Neville Cardus or C.L.R. James, but there is time) — and that is not 

only because yours truly is the author of two reports. I commend the oeuvre to readers, in particular Rupert 

Bagnall’s admirably thorough dissection of the epic Cricketer Cup semi-final defeat by Bradfield. 

 

Secondly, and rather sadly, it was painful to read about the performances of the School’s rugby and hockey 

sides during this academic year. The hockey XI, as Jeremy Wadham explains, probably has much unfulfilled 

potential and many are returning for the 2001 season as Upper Sixth boys; even so, several of the scorelines 

make for wince-inducing reading. Inexperience more than anything else might well explain a poor season.  

 

However, the lack of pride in performance by many of the XV for much of the season is a cause of great 

concern. Privately, Mike Davis must have been seething at some allegedly senior players — although it would 

appear that the captain was above reproach in all respects. 

 

Lack of pride in playing for the School is not a phenomenon that occurs very often and some members of staff 

have been heard to muse on the calibre of the year group that will leave Sherborne this summer, none too 

favourably. It is to be expressly hoped that it is a temporary phase that will pass with a new academic year.  

 

It is important that we note the end of active service to the Club of John Tallent. England rugby international 

and past president of the Rugby Football Union he may have been, among other things, in a distinguished 

career, but nothing quite rivals the extraordinary length of service that he has given the Pilgrims. For seventy 

years, from his time as an undergraduate at Cambridge through to the final year of the century, John has been a 

member of the Club’s committee, offering first his sporting qualities and, in later life, his wisdom, experience 

and wide circle of contacts to assist the Club. A presentation of a commemorative silver salver was made to 

John in the autumn of last year — and all Pilgrims will, I am sure, join me in wishing him many more years of 

health and happiness.  

 

The Club’s annual general meeting will be held in the JCR in Sherborne on November 4
th

 at 12.30pm and if you 

can be back at the old place then, the Committee would be delighted to see you there. The Radley match follows 

for some post-meeting entertainment. By then, there will be a new headmaster installed at the School, and it is 

right that we should note the retirement of Peter Lapping and thank him for the support that he has given to the 

Club, while also welcoming Simon Eliot as his successor and look forward to a productive and fruitful 

relationship between Simon and the Pilgrims during his tenure. 
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Once again I must record the Club’s thanks to all those who assist in allowing the Pilgrims to fulfil their 

fixtures, at whatever level, and my own great gratitude to Charles Eglington and Barbara Spencer for their 

invaluable help and guidance in producing this booklet. The task of compiling it allows me to marvel at the 

dedication, good humour and endeavour that all sporting OS display, whether at exalted levels or in, say, the 

annual jousts with the School. The friendship and camaraderie that Pilgrims gatherings engender is the mark of 

a club — and, to a great degree, a school — at ease with itself. That, to borrow from one notable Pilgrim of a 

bygone era, must be said to be a great gain. Long may it continue into the new century. 

Robert Hands 

April 2000 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Applications were accepted from the following leavers in June 1999: 

 

J.H.K. Adams (c Cricket, Hockey, Rugby, Soccer), M.K. Addo (c Soccer, Basketball, Athletics), J.W.D. Aitken 

(f Soccer, Fencing, Flyfishing), R.S. Battersby (b Tennis, Squash), J.E.A. Bray (c Hockey, Soccer, Tennis), 

T.F. Fegen (g Rugby, Cricket, Hockey), N.J. Francis (m Rugby, Soccer, Athletics), E.W. Gammell (d Cricket, 

Hockey, Rugby), B.J. Gardiner (e Cricket, Soccer, Golf, Rugby), P.G. Gidney (g Rugby, Hockey, Cricket, 

Soccer), J.J.V. Godfrey (d Golf), R.C.S. Gray (c Rugby, Athletics, Cross Country), K.A. Johnston (m Rugby, 

Soccer, Golf), O.P. Kay (f Fives, Tennis, Soccer, Rugby), J.L.C. Lourenco (c Rugby, Basketball), C.D. 

Lüneberg (a Soccer), C.J. Marlow (c Rugby, Hockey, Cricket), M.G.M. Mauricio (g Rugby, Basketball, 

Athletics), S.H. Mogford (e Rugby, Soccer, Cricket, Golf), J.R. Morris (e Rugby, Soccer, Cricket, Golf), S.R. 

Mosse (a Fives), J.H.T. Moyse (f Rugby, Soccer, Tennis), A.R.W. Peck (g Rugby, Fives, Cricket, Golf), A.A. 

Priestley (d Rugby, Soccer, Athletics), D.A. Rees (c Cricket, Rugby, Soccer), M.J. Sandbach (b Rugby, Soccer), 

M.R. Seymour (f Tennis), J.H.T. Short (d Tennis, Squash, Golf, Soccer), G.R. Sugdon (f Rugby, Hockey, 

Cricket, Athletics), R.M. Taylor (f Soccer, Rugby), W.S. Webb (d Rugby, Soccer, Golf), D.R.M. Williams (c 

Rugby, Soccer, Cricket), M.J.D. Wright (b Tennis, Squash), R.G. Wright (b Rugby, Hockey, Soccer). 

 

Applications were accepted from the following: 

 

R.O. Irwin (a 1956-60), J.E. Moore (a 1936-39). 

 

OBITUARIES 

 

H.E.S. Farrer (a 1937-41), M.A. Floyer (c 1933-39), D.C.P.R. Jowett (c 1944-49), J. de R. Kent (d 1924-28), 

G.E.D. Lang (d 1934-39), D.R. Morgan (g 1929-34), D.L. Ridout (b 1927-32), R.M. Skinner (g 1944-48), A.T. 

Whitehead (h 1938-43). 

 

MANAGERS 

 

Cricket: Rupert Bagnall, 10a Brussels Road, London SW11 2AF. 

 Tel: 020 7228 2484 (H) 07770 853437 (Mobile) 

 rupert.bagnall@regent-inns.plc.uk 

 

Cross Country: Jon Kershaw, Priestlands House, Priestlands, Sherborne, 

 Dorset DT9 4HN Tel: 01935 814525 (H) 

 

Fives: Nick MacIver, Green Farm, Meeting House Lane, 

 Claverham, Bristol BS49 4PB Tel: 0117 983 3180 (H) 

 

Golf: Howard Gill, 8 Landgrove Road, London SW19 7LL. 

 Tel: 020 8946 8588 (H) 020 7863 8494 (O) 

 

Hockey: Jimmy Cheung, 25 Constable Close, Yeovil, Somerset 

 BA21 5XS 

 Tel: 07785 782764 (Mobile) 
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Rugby: Will Hargrove, 72b Sylvan Avenue, London N22 5HY. 

 Tel: 020 8881 1352 (H) 020 7221 5122 (O) 07775 590477 (Mobile) 

 wlws@corbar.co.uk 

 

Sailing: Nick Ware, 94 Princes Road, Richmond, Surrey 

 TW10 6DH 

 Tel: 020 8940 6659 (H) 020 7399 5815 (O) 

 nj_ware@compuserve.com 

 

Soccer: Mike Nurton, Arborea, Horsecastles Lane, Sherborne, 

 Dorset DT9 6DW Tel: 01935 814079 (H) 

 

Squash: Patrick Gent, Lower Woodbridge House, King’s Stag, 

 Nr. Sturminster Newton, Dorset DT10 2BD 

 Tel: 01963 23363 (H) 

 

Tennis: Ben Maidment, 132 Greencroft Gardens, West Hampstead, 

 London NW6 3PJ 

 Tel: 020 7328 5738 (H)  020 7327 3366 (O) 

 

Club colours can be obtained from Alan Willows at: 

Sherborne School Trading Ltd., The School Shop, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3AP 

Tel: 01935 813416 

 

CRICKET 1999 

 

Played 16:    Won 9,     Drawn 2,     Lost 5,     Cancelled 2. 

 

Sunday May 9
th

, v Marlborough Blues, at Marlborough 

Sherborne Pilgrims 178-9; Marlborough Blues 180-6 (G W Barker 67) Lost by 4 

wickets 

 

Having perished at the first round of the Cricketer Cup in 1998, despite the valiant efforts of the previous year (a 

four-run defeat at Tonbridge in the third round), the fixtures secretary decided that an additional warm-up game 

was required if the Pilgrims were to approach the main competition with enough practice behind them. It was 

therefore agreed that the Marlborough Blues game should be moved from its previously meaningless date, being 

the Sunday before the first day of the Week. 

 

Fifty-two invites were sent to ascertain interest in participating in the forthcoming first round and nine of the 16 

respondents duly arrived for our first trial match at Marlborough. Cricketer Cup rules were agreed between the 

skippers and with Marlborough fielding nine of their proposed competition team, a hard-fought game was 

anticipated. 

 

Having been inserted, Charlie Warren and Will Hargrove opened the batting, the latter offering to replace 

Atwell, whose South American influence results in him not being able to function before lunch in early May. 

The Pilgrims got off to a flying start, scoring 31 from the first seven overs, including a fantastic square cut for 

six by Warren off the nippy Radcliffe, which thumped into the Pavilion side bank. 

 

Hargrove fell to a cavalier shot off Hey, the other opening bowler, in the eighth over with the score on 33. His 

dismissal was compounded by Hey’s final analysis of 6-0-50-1, including 12 wides and a couple of amusing 

overs when he couldn’t remember how to release the ball. Tweedale came to the crease having scored a hundred 

the previous day, but he found Ratcliffe slightly more testing than the Purton opening attack. His attempted third 

ball late cut was gladly accepted behind the wicket and the score was 39 for two. 
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Warren continued to bat gloriously while Atwell nudged away his early-season stiffness and the score cruised to 

69 in the next five overs before Warren was adjudged leg-before to the left-arm spinner Thicknesse in the 

fourteenth over. A familiar story was beginning to unfold as the friendly Pilgrims were one by one allowing 

their companions a chance for time at the crease. Atwell and Preston, the latter playing his first game for the 

Pilgrims for eight years, both perished for single-figure scores, leaving the middle and lower order 34 overs to 

boost the score from its lowly tally of 89. 

 

James Scorer and Paddy Knechtli batted together for a dozen overs but could only put on 17. Will Wingfield 

Digby looked badly out of touch and it was no surprise that the score subsided to 114 for seven by the 39
th

 over. 

Nick Peters, making a welcome return to Pilgrims cricket after too long away, and Bagnall then batted sensibly 

around Charlie Dowdall, who played a watchful and increasingly fluent innings that resulted in a second-highest 

score of 25 not out. Dowdall’s timely knock pulled the score up to 178 for nine at the end of the allotted 55 

overs, a total some 40 runs short of what was required on a slow wicket, but one that had appeared out of reach 

earlier in the day. 

 

Peters and Knechtli opened up for the Pilgrims and soon proved that the Blues were going to have to graft for 

their victory. Apart from seven offside wides, Peters bowled a nagging line and length while Knechtli looked 

really threatening at the other end. The latter deservedly accounted for both openers and Marlborough were 

struggling at 38 for two in the eighteenth over. 

 

The bowling continued to be extremely tight with Dowdall and Bagnall keeping the home batsmen quiet, but no 

further wicket fell as the score progressed towards the hundred mark. With overs running out, the pedestrian 

Guy Barker decided to try for one big over; unfortunately for Bagnall, he whacked 18 off the bowler’s last six 

balls and the game had swung decisively. 

 

Preston eventually accounted for Harris (38) and Barker, whose innings proved to be a match-winning 67, but 

the remaining batsmen were required only to amass an additional 37 runs for victory. Preston and the excellent 

Knechtli both struck again, but Marlborough’s target was finally reached in the 52
nd

 over with the home side 

winning by four wickets. 

With the exception of Hargrove, who was awful, the bowling attack had looked extremely promising, and 

clearly Hargrove was waiting for another day. Warren apart, much batting practice and a tightening of technique 

was needed if the Pilgrims were to approach the Cricketer Cup with any sort of confidence. 

 

Sunday May 16
th

, v Radley Rangers, at Radley 

Radley Rangers 256-8 (J W M Dalrymple 101, J T A Martin-Jenkins 69*); 

Sherborne Pilgrims 257-4 (J R Tweedale 119*, J D Ricketts 103*) Won by 6 

wickets 

 

When your correspondent arrived at 11.00am, expecting to be twelfth man (while supposing that he would end 

up playing), he was amazed to find nearly ten Pilgrims already changed and busy at work in the nets for this 

second Cricketer Cup warm-up match. After watching some fearsome bowling by Paddy Knechtli, he looked 

forward to a gentle nine holes of golf with Bagnall. However, a few minutes later he found himself fielding at 

second slip once the Pilgrims had inserted Radley Rangers with Morton still not having arrived. 

 

A fiery opening spell by Peters and Knechtli reduced the Rangers to 13 for two, which would have been three 

had Morton not dropped a sharp chance at slip as soon as he had arrived. Dalrymple, the Radley 1
st
 XI captain 

for 1999 and someone about whom more would be heard later in the season, and Hollis took the score to 87 

before Preston had the latter caught trying to hit over the top.  

 

Martin-Jenkins arrived at the crease to join Dalrymple, who began to hit the Pilgrims bowling to all parts of the 

ground en route to compiling a fine hundred before lunch — a partnership of 85 in only 13 overs. Just before the 

interval, though, Dalrymple, who had already been dropped again by the hapless Morton, swung across the line 

to Freeth and was bowled. 172 for four off 36 overs was a sound base for the Rangers but tight bowling after 

lunch by Ricketts and Freeth, and straight bowling in their return spells by Peters and Knechtli saw only 72 runs 

added in the last 15 overs, and despite an anchor innings of 69 by Martin-Jenkins, Radley were restricted to 256 

for eight. 
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After the Pilgrims’ abject batting in this fixture in the previous season, nothing was taken for granted, but surely 

captain Ricketts would have hoped that his batsmen could get close to a run-rate of less than five an over. Yet 

after Morton’s day had turned worse, bowled for nought, and Macpherson and Will Wingfield Digby had also 

lost their stumps to Henson, things were looking none too rosy at 36 for three after ten overs. While Tweedale 

and Preston steadied matters, at tea the Pilgrims were 74 for four off 22 overs with another 183 still required. 

 

Fortified by the break, Tweedale and Ricketts — both of whom got off the mark with boundaries — took the 

game by the scruff of the neck and proceeded to accumulate wonderful unbeaten centuries; Tweedale’s took 155 

balls and Ricketts a lightning 112. Ricketts ruined Henson’s bowling figures (8-0-32-3 became 12-0-84-3), 

including four massive sixes, three of them in one over. It was a most dominant display of batting and the 

shellshocked Rangers left the field in the 48
th

 over after conceding 52 runs off 28 balls. 

 

Sunday May 30
th

, Cricketer Cup first round, v St Edward’s Martyrs, at Sherborne 

Sherborne Pilgrims 214-9 (B D Atwell 89; O M Slipper 4-32); St Edward’s Martyrs 

139 (J D Ricketts 4-22) Won by 75 runs 

 

This was a thoroughly competent start to the year’s Cricketer Cup campaign. The margin of victory was justly 

merited in what was essentially a fine team performance on a damp day on the Upper. What is more — not 

something that has been true of Pilgrims’ games in the past — the home team looked the more professional side, 

both in attitude and preparation. It boded well for the games to come. 

 

Ricketts won the toss and opted to bat, a sensible choice in view of the excellent batting wicket and the virtual 

certainty of rain, even in the form of light drizzle that would reduce the pace of the ball off the square and make 

runs harder to come by later in the day. That was highlighted graphically by the dramatic decline in Atwell’s 

strike rate before and after lunch: before the break, he was scoring freely (74 runs off 111 balls); afterwards, he 

struggled for any fluency in compiling runs and became so bogged down that his dismissal for less than the 

century that he deserved was almost inevitable. 

 

But it had been Atwell and Charlie Warren’s opening partnership of 99 in 21.3 overs that laid the foundations 

for victory — and, in the end, proved decisive. The swiftness with which they gathered their runs, allied to 

judicious running (for the most part), set the tone in the morning when the best of the weather was in evidence. 

Warren always lived a little more dangerously while Atwell added to his collection of fifties on the Upper with 

little difficulty. 

 

Few other Pilgrims batsmen matched these two; as the tempo needed to be raised, the pitch was getting 

progressively harder to score runs from. Most got started — Ricketts in particular — but none went farther than 

23; credit, though, to the Martyrs’ bowlers for sticking to their task despite some occasionally woeful ground 

fielding. But a total of 214 for nine looked eminently competitive in the conditions. 

 

Just how hard it was to score runs became apparent immediately when the St Edward’s opening pair scratched 

around for what seemed like half the innings. Their stand yielded a paltry 31, and it was a merciful relief when 

Smith got out. Never did the visiting team find any gear other than first, with the notable exception of Drake-

Brockman, who’s clean hitting — ably supported by Wethey batting at seven — briefly threatened to make a 

contest of it. The latter’s dismissal, however, was the beginning of the end, and just after 7.00pm, the final 

wicket tumbled. 

 

Sunday June 13
th

, v Hampshire Hogs, at Warnford 

Hampshire Hogs 280 (M T C Allom 135; R A Bagnall 4-86); Sherborne Pilgrims 

276 (W P Hargrove 67, J R Tweedale 67; M McCowen 5-40) Lost by 4 runs 

 

This was a fantastic game of cricket played on a really hot day at the Hampshire Hogs’ picturesque Warnford 

ground. The Hogs won the toss and chose to bat on a wicket that frequently yields plenty of runs. The Pilgrims’ 

hopes that the tranquil setting might lead to a quiet relaxing morning in the field were soon blown away by the 

hitting of Allom. 
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The fixtures secretary clean-bowled his counterpart in the first over, but it was about the only ball that 

dominated the bat in the entire morning session. Allom, who had been seen lying prostrate before the start after 

his exertions at a wedding the previous day, decided to take his hangover out on the opening attack and so it was 

that the Hogs were 101 for one in the eleventh over. Bagnall went for two enormous sixes straight back over his 

head as Allom quite simply swung his bat at anything that pitched in his half of the wicket; it was savage. 

 

Bagnall resorted to slow left-arm in desperation and the enforced tactic immediately worked as Lloyd-Jones, 

rather stupidly expecting the ball to turn, played outside a straight one and was adjudged leg-before. At the other 

end, Nick Macpherson, an excellent left-arm spinner at school, was asked to try and remember his forgotten 

craft. Despite his protestations about ―only batting these days‖, he bowled pretty well and went for 59 from his 

seven overs, a miserly spell for the morning session. He persuaded his brother Toby to catch his first wicket, 

Findlay Hughes (a Pilgrim) for a scratchy three, and then, rather more importantly, got Allom to sky one to 

Colin Keatinge. The score at this stage was 169 for four from a mere 23 overs and Allom’s personal tally, 135; 

an incredible knock. 

 

After lunch Pexton, who had refused to bowl earlier and Keatinge turned it into a ―normal‖ game of cricket and 

the Hogs’ middle order had to work for their runs. The opposition was reduced to 191 for seven and suddenly 

the Pilgrims were in business. The Hogs’ tail soon put an end to that as Hughes’ younger brother, batting down 

the order because he was to open the bowling, played aggressively for 44 of the 89 runs that the last three 

wickets yielded. 

 

The substantial total of 280 had been posted in just 46 overs, so while slightly daunted about chasing such a 

target, there was plenty of time. The Pilgrims got off to a poor start with Newbery being dismissed in the fifth 

over for eight with the score on 22. This brought Nick Macpherson to the wicket to join Hargrove. Their 

partnership of 91 in 19 overs was dominated by good placement and fantastic running between the wickets, and 

not only was it good to watch, Tweedale and Goodeve-Docker followed suit in the same manner. Macpherson 

was caught in the deep for 40, Hargrove bowled for 67, but this seemed only a minor setback as the Pilgrims 

batsmen galloped after the imposing target. 

 

At 235 for three in the 45
th

 over, Goodeve-Docker was out for a well-constructed 29, which left the revised 

target as 46 from ten overs, with Tweedale batting effortlessly at the other end. Unfortunately the complexion of 

the game changed the very next over, when Tweedale was controversially given run out for 67 when he looked 

to have comfortably completed another quick single. 

 

At this stage the opening bowling pair of McCowen and Hughes had returned to the attack and could smell a 

collapse. The Pilgrims were rather obliging. Wingfield Digby, Toby Macpherson and Bagnall could muster only 

six at one end as James Pexton tried, in vain, to steer his team to victory. He batted in his usual insouciant 

manner; crisply striking the ball through extra cover before he, too, was run out for a spirited 23. With six runs 

needed off the final over, Keatinge got the second ball away for two, but was bowled by McCowen two balls 

later, the bowler’s fifth wicket, and one which left the Pilgrims four runs short. 

 

A disappointing collapse, but with 556 runs scored in the day for the loss of 20 wickets, no one could deny that 

it was a stirring game of cricket. 

 

Sunday June 20
th

, Cricketer Cup second round, v Old Merchant Taylors’, at Sherborne 

Sherborne Pilgrims 171 (J D Ricketts 67, J R Tweedale 53); Old Merchant Taylors’ 

162 (S P Ducat 64, A J Brand 57; W P Hargrove 7-9) Won by 9 runs 

 

Andrew Wingfield Digby’s career in cricket extends back over a number of decades and has involved a wide 

variety of fixtures. But after mature reflection in Skipper’s later in the evening after the conclusion of this 

match, he pronounced it ―the most extraordinary game I have ever played in‖. There have been dramatic 

collapses by one side in a match in this competition before — and Pilgrims have often been that side — but 

rarely have there been two, of almost identical nature, which set up a stunning finish that would have been 

staggering at any level of the game. 
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The day began in unmemorable fashion. Twenty minutes’ rain over the Upper at breakfast time was never 

actually threatening and the game began in good time — with Old Merchant Taylors’ warming up like a true 

club team (they compete in the Thames Valley League), winning the toss and inviting the Pilgrims to bat. First 

ball was short and punched through the covers by Warren; second ball was of good length, wide of off stump — 

no stroke, violent in-ducker, clean bowled. Enter Leeke to join Atwell, a partnership that promised good things 

until the bowler, Thompson, found Atwell halfway down the wicket alongside him and ran him out easily for a 

cameo 16. Ricketts was determined to dominate the bowling and encouraged Leeke to do likewise until the 

latter gave short fine leg catching practice in the thirteenth over with the score on 53. 

 

But by lunch Ricketts, now partnered by Tweedale, had displayed some fine strokeplay and had moved the score 

to 149 for three, from 35 overs. With fully 20 overs still to bowl, a big score looked in the offing, particularly 

desirable since the rumour was that OMTs were a better batting side than bowling. This scenario took a setback 

when Ricketts was bowled by Thompson in the third over after lunch for a solid 67. But with some batting still 

to come, it was by no means a disaster. Posting a big score looked much less likely two overs later, with 

Hargrove (two balls), Rydon and Wingfield Digby (three each) all not causing much concern to the fielding 

side. 

 

At 163 for seven, much depended on Tweedale if the total was to breach 200, but the feeling from the boundary 

was that he thought he was about to be left high and dry: net result, an uppish cut and a catch to cover five runs 

later. Peters and Jackaman scraped three runs between them, while Freeth never faced a ball. Seven wickets had 

fallen for ten runs from 50 balls, with still 9.2 overs of the allotted 55 available. 

 

OMTs began brightly, despite losing Baxall to an express delivery of Rydon’s in his second over. Brand, their 

captain, joined Ducat and they played steadily through to tea almost exclusively against seam bowling — Freeth 

and Ricketts together bowled just two overs before the interval, which was taken after 25 overs with OMTs well 

placed on 90 for one. Ten overs later, Ricketts was at his wits’ end, both batsmen looking comfortable and both 

having reached their fifties. 

 

What followed reminded older observers of the story concerning Ray Illingworth, when leading Leicestershire, 

who brought on Jack Birkenshaw in a hopeless situation — the result was that Birkenshaw took four for six and 

won the game, with the accompanying press headlines lauding Illingworth’s inspired captaincy. What the 

former England captain had actually said to Birkenshaw was ―lob ’em up, Jack, t’game’s boogered‖. Ricketts 

accordingly tried Leeke (four runs and a wide off one over) and then handed the ball to Hargrove, who was only 

playing because Rintoul had cried off with a damaged wrist. 

 

Hargrove had been chuntering away in the scorebox area within the hearing of the retired senior pro for some 

time and he came steaming down the hill only to be belted by the OMTs captain high to deep mid-off where a 

grateful Ricketts took a comfortable catch. At 135 for two, the ball was still very much in the visiting team’s 

court, though. Jaggard had been waiting with his pads on for two and a half hours, and one might say he was 

unlucky even to touch the next ball through to Jackaman. Three down. Hargrove’s second over followed a 

similar pattern, two consecutive balls taking wickets — one bowled, the other caught behind (141 for five, and 

now it was getting interesting). 

 

But Hargrove was not done yet. In his third over, Ducat fell into the same trap as Tweedale and cut to cover. 

Hargrove had taken five wickets for four runs from 14 balls and the OMTs required 24 runs with four wickets in 

hand. Retrenchment was in order for the faltering visitors: Walter and Knowles duly buckled down against 

Freeth (who completed his 12 overs for 32) and Hargrove. Having scored just 12 runs in eight overs, Hargrove 

had Walter caught behind and Knowles ran himself out as the run-rate ground to a halt. The thought did occur to 

some that OMTs might even run out of overs (they needed 12 off the last five). 

 

Rydon came back to account for Sapra and then Thompson hit the first ball of Hargrove’s ninth over straight to 

Ricketts at mid-off to complete a most improbable victory. Hargrove, just three weeks after getting married, 

ended with the incredible figures of 8.1-3-9-7. This is the second-best analysis in the Cricketer Cup’s history, 

only Uppingham’s Ashworth (8 for 42 in 1991 against St Edward’s Martyrs) bettering it. 
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For the Pilgrims, two players scored 120 runs, two others 34 and the rest managed six between them, with 11 

extras. The OMTs innings was even more unlikely, with two players scoring 121, the other nine just 21, with 20 

extras. A nine-run victory with 17 balls left, as close as that. Needless to say, OMTs did not come to Skipper’s 

afterwards, missing not just Wingfield Digby’s words of wisdom, but also the slow recovery of the Hon 

Secretary from near heart failure. It was a shame that there were so few Shirburnians and OS present to see this 

extraordinary contest — thanks to the eight who did watch some part of it; with around 20 followers, OMTs put 

us to shame. 

 

Saturday July 3
rd

, v Sherborne School, at Sherborne 

Sherborne Pilgrims 180; Sherborne School 177 (P G Gidney 56, T R Dowdall 52) 

Won by 3 runs 

With the School playing more and more limited overs cricket, it was decided that this game at Commem. should 

follow the same format of 50 overs. There was a comment before the start of the game by the School coach, 

wondering whether the fixture should be played at the beginning of the season so that the Pilgrims would consist 

more of the Cricketer Cup side and therefore be more valuable experience for the boys. Touché. 

 

The School won the toss and elected to field. Bristow and de la Hey, the grandfather of this side, opened the 

batting. It was a shame that Bristow was out cheaply, having been in decent form before the match. Thankfully 

de la Hey and Pugh built a solid platform and were just beginning to accelerate when they were both dismissed, 

to leave the Pilgrims on 56 for three. Scott and Shearer then took up the gauntlet, the latter in particular playing 

well, when again the Pilgrims handed wickets to the opposition, a silly run-out being the best of the lot. 

Newbery, opening bowler in his days at the School, had declared himself a batsman beforehand. He did not have 

much chance to show his new-found skills, and if you had to be a bat you might wish to retire to his ownership. 

One of the top six should have gone on to make more runs, but yet again the Pilgrims were floundering at 101 

for six. 

 

Enter Charlie Dowdall, who smashed a belligerent 29 before falling at the last hurdle seeking quick runs, his 

only consolation being that his brother did not remove him. The tail chipped in with useful runs before losing 

Edlmann to another run-out, the third of the innings, with the score on 180. Par for the course was probably 200, 

with a score of 220 realistic on an improving wicket. Thomas was the pick of the School’s bowlers, taking a 

firm grip of the game early on. 

 

In reply the School lost Adams without troubling the scorers, inexplicably fending a long hop from Edlmann to 

a gleeful Scott at square leg. Ambrose opened the bowling at the Pavilion End with his leg-spin and restricted 

the flow of runs, although Tom Dowdall batted extremely well, suggesting that perhaps the Dowdall brothers 

can become the Waughs of Sherborne. [Editor’s note: although the author was referring to the twins who have 

done so much for Australia’s cricket over the past 15 years, he was clearly unaware, or had forgotten, that there 

has been a Waugh of Sherborne in the past — Alec, who was an outstanding schoolboy cricketer in the 1910s 

before the First World War robbed him of his enthusiasm and his best years.] 

 

At 79 for two, you would have thought that the School might have been cruising, but Reece-Smith had other 

ideas and, backed up by Charlie Dowdall and some extremely competitive fielding, brought the Pilgrims back 

into the game. Newbery then bowled a fantastic spell, finding great rhythm and control to maintain the pressure. 

 

It all boiled down to the final over, with nine to win and Gidney, on fifty, batting fluently after being slow early 

on. Two off the first ball — the deep cover fielder contriving to make a tight single into a comfortable two 

without misfielding the ball. Gidney smashed the second ball gloriously for four through extra cover and looked 

destined to play the role of hero. Sadly, the next ball he ran himself out. The fourth ball was adjudged a wide 

down the leg-side (Newbery joining the World Cup-wide fever — ever one to follow the fashion). Unfortunately 

the last two batsmen had turned into a pair of lemmings, Rees run out by de la Hey off the wide.  

 

Cricket at its best. Should the School have won? Definitely. Should the fixture be moved? Definitely not. 

Pilgrims cricket is like the curate’s egg, painful for those in the same team but always a great spectacle — bring 

on the entertainers! 

 

Sunday July 4
th

, Cricketer Cup third round, v Radley Rangers, at Radley 

Radley Rangers 225 (J W M Dalrymple 77; P L C Knechtli 4-46); 

Sherborne Pilgrims 226-9 Won by 1 wicket  

 

 



  11 

After the exploits against Old Merchant Taylors’, there seemed little prospect of this quarter-final match being a 

rival for drama. How wrong can you be? In the end, it took a good dose of luck, a great deal of nerve, and a 

crucial moment of misjudgement by the Radley Rangers captain to allow the Pilgrims to advance to their first 

appearance in the last four of this competition. 

 

Two years ago the same two sides met in the second round and played through some inclement weather in a 

reduced-overs contest. On arrival in Oxfordshire, it was not long before the threatening clouds overhead began 

to leak and the prospect of a delayed start was very real. Fortunately the rain relented and, although play 

eventually ended just after 8.00pm, there was only one other interruption during the day, around tea-time — and 

no overs were lost. 

 

Ricketts won the toss and inserted the Rangers on a sound track. MacDowel fell early to a straightforward catch 

by Hargrove off Knechtli but Bellhouse (who was dropped in the third over by Andrew Wingfield Digby) and 

Dalrymple — who had left the College only a day earlier — proceeded in contrasting styles well past the 50 

mark. Dalrymple looked a class act: comfortably the best batsman on show for the home side, he attacked with 

relish and played some delightful shots in front of the wicket. Hargrove (again) was the man to make the initial 

difference, removing Bellhouse’s bails with the first ball of his fourth over and then trapping Martin-Jenkins 

leg-before with the first ball of his fifth over, starting an unhappy day for the Radley skipper. 

 

Reed struggled pitifully for half an hour for just six (two scoring strokes from 31 balls) before Ricketts ended 

his misery by persuading him to sky a catch to the substitute, one R.A. Bagnall, who was actually on the pitch 

for almost the whole innings because Rintoul was suffering from food poisoning. With the home side lunching 

on 113 for four after 34 overs, the morning session was very much the Pilgrims’. 

 

It got better soon afterwards, too, as Rydon and Ricketts took a wicket apiece to push Radley back to 130 for 

six, with Dalrymple an aghast observer from the far end, watching his colleagues give their wickets away. Enter 

wicketkeeper Dearden, who soon got stuck in and played a valuable little innings, scoring 38 off 44 balls in 

good time, making an excellent foil to Dalrymple, who had — unaccountably — not been given the lion’s share 

of the strike. Given that he made 77 from 121 balls, it seems not unreasonable to suggest that had his colleagues 

been more intelligent, he might well have made the century that his performance deserved. 

 

Some lusty hitting by Nash bolstered the Radley total to a not-quite-adequate 225, Knechtli returning to mop up 

the tail, and Ricketts snaring Dalrymple (the eighth wicket to fall) with a well-judged catch by Wingfield Digby 

out on the backward square leg boundary. It looked a good enough wicket for 250 to be a respectable score, but 

the Pilgrims were unhappy not to have finished their opponents off when the chance was there. Ricketts 

manoeuvred his troops well, but no one bowler was genuinely incisive and the ground fielding could have been 

a little bit snappier. 

 

But it was a confident pair of Rintoul (at last able to represent the Pilgrims in this competition) and Warren that 

began the reply. Rintoul looked in effortless touch, dispatching the bad ball with elan (although he was dropped 

in the eighth over at slip) and racing to 33 before Van der Gucht broke his defences with a more than useful ball. 

Atwell soon followed, two balls later, muttering low oaths about the sportsmanship of Dearden behind the 

stumps. Leeke and Warren consolidated well, however, with both playing positive shots and running hard.  

 

The rain returned during this partnership, which unquestionably worked in Radley’s favour, as the outfield 

slowed up and rain did get onto the wicket, as the umpires looked to ensure that 20 overs were squeezed in. On 

resumption, Leeke, who as ever had made batting appear quite easy, and again looked set for a big score, went 

trapped by Goldsmith leg-before. Warren had departed in Goldsmith’s previous over to a smart stumping for a 

workmanlike 45. But at 115 for four, as Radley had proved, there was still a way back. 

 

It did not feature Ricketts, who was inexcusably run out, or Hargrove, who played too ambitious a stroke to 

Goldsmith and was bowled. Tweedale, though, was in control and playing competently, and was now joined by 

Rydon, who cannot have had a more fortunate innings in his distinguished career than this one, but who rode 

that luck magnificently in the denouement. 
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This pair came together in the 36
th

 over with the score at 145 for six and the run rate creeping ever upwards. 

Nine overs later, they had added 40 to the score and Tweedale got himself out, caught off Dalrymple’s 

persistent, if not always threatening, bowling. But the key moments — as it turned out — had already happened. 

Martin-Jenkins, who had done more than most to get Radley to this stage of the tournament, made three critical 

errors of judgement. He dropped Rydon at a deepish mid-off in the 39
th

 and 41
st
 overs, both easy chances. 

Immediately after this second error, he inexplicably brought himself on to bowl. In three poor overs, he 

conceded 20 runs and allowed the Pilgrims to gain confidence after being battered by the accuracy of Goldsmith 

— who bowled superbly with three for 36 from 12 overs — and the wiles of Van der Gucht. He was to drop a 

third, much more difficult chance as well, but the damage had been done. 

 

So with Tweedale’s departure, 41 runs were required from a little more than ten overs. Wingfield Digby was 

caught in the deep for eight: 24 needed from exactly four overs. Jackaman was given run out — an unbelievably 

bad decision given the state of the game and the fact that he was well in, the umpire beguiled by the brilliance 

with which the bowler diverted the throw onto the stumps — for two: 12 still required from 15 balls. The fifth 

ball of that 53
rd

 over was vital; Rydon, still able to see the ball well enough despite his uneven innings, 

hammered it back over the bowler’s head for a glorious six, nerve still intact. 

 

Five runs from two overs and the balance had surely swung back to the Pilgrims, albeit with just the one wicket 

in hand. Nash then bowled an excellent over, conceding a single to Rydon and a wide. Three from the last over, 

to be bowled by Dalrymple, Rydon on strike; dot, dot, single; two needed from two balls (although one would 

technically have been enough because the Pilgrims had lost fewer wickets). Dot, dot and then, in the brilliant 

late-evening light, Knechtli memorably slammed the ball through the extra cover area for two (Rydon urging 

him to come back for the second to make absolutely sure) and a roar from the Sherborne part of the pavilion. 

 

Another entertaining game of cricket against Radley, played right to the wire, and it put the Pilgrims into the 

semi-finals of the Cricketer Cup for the first time. Bagnall had identified such a target as the minimum for the 

season in his book, and his efforts were well rewarded. If there was to be disappointment against Bradfield, it 

had been a great run. 

 

Sunday July 11
th

, v Old Tonbridgians, at Tonbridge 

Old Tonbridgians 205-8 dec (A T Hunter 59); Sherborne Pilgrims 161 (R C Kemp 4-49) Lost by 44 runs 

 

Having lost the toss on a bright, warm, sunny day at the always immaculate Head, the Pilgrims were asked to 

field, potentially for quite some time. The Tonbridge innings started well, nudging their way to 48 before the fall 

of the first wicket, to Hargrove. The young Pilgrims side fielded well with only a couple of exceptions. After a 

surge from the seam bowlers, Hargrove and Edlmann, and an inquisitive spell from Morton, the day settled into 

an onslaught of flat, turnless off-spin from Warren and Dowdall. Just the type of slow but not really slow 

bowling that Shirburnian ―spinners‖ seem to specialise in. The highlight of the day in the field was a superb 

stumping by de la Hey off Dowdall to remove Hunter for 59. Warren at the other end had a wonderful first few 

overs with early figures of 6-5-2-2 which slowed the Tonbridge innings considerably. Eventually at 205 for 

eight the declaration came, after 61 overs. 

 

The Pilgrims reply started well with a little assistance from the Tonbridge opening bowler, whose first over was 

15 balls long and cost nine runs (a maiden bar the extras). De la Hey continued his good work with a well-timed 

and well-run display, amassing 48 before being caught off the bowling of Kemp, who was to record a vital four 

for 49 from 13 overs. The rest of the upper order all made a start — Shearer a stylish nine, Scott a good 14 and 

Bristow a promising 28 — without any of them going on to produce the match-winning innings. Hargrove was 

unlucky with a toe-end going into the ground then landing down on the stumps while he was still wondering 

what had happened. Following this, the end came quickly despite the shot of the day by Dowdall, a six over 

long-off that would have comfortably cleared the sightscreen. The last four wickets fell for just one run. 

 

Having fought well for the first three-quarters of the day, the capitulation was disappointing — but with the 

Week in Sherborne just around the corner, soon forgotten. 

 

Monday July 12
th

, v Old Blundellians, at Sherborne 

Old Blundellians 259-4 dec (A R Giles 103); Sherborne Pilgrims 208-9 

(J R Tweedale 122)  Match drawn 
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The week started with the traditional fixture against an Old Blundellians side strengthened as usual with several 

ringers from the Devon League. The Pilgrims had youth on their side: six tour virgins, eager to impress, joined 

ranks with several other young(ish) Pilgrims to make what looked a strong side. 

 

The Blundellians won the toss and batted first on what was a decent pitch. Bagnall and Edlmann opened up and 

bowled tightly, gaining reward with an early wicket. This brought Perera, a Canada international, into bat, and it 

was immediately plain that he would punish anything wide of off stump — something not readily heeded by the 

Pilgrims attack. Fradgley replaced Edlmann, who was suffering from sore shins, and bowled at a lively pace 

without greatly troubling the batsmen. 

 

As lunch drew near, with the game stagnating, Bagnall decided that it was time for Tim Clark to bowl his first 

over since leaving the School. Having lost weight and pace, but not the run-up, he bowled one of the worst overs 

ever to have graced the Upper. Putting it down to rustiness, Bagnall gave him one more. But alas, the rigmarole 

was repeated and so to spare him further embarrassment and the close fielders serious injury, Edlmann returned. 

Meanwhile Jim Warren was brought on at the other end and promptly removed Perera for 44. 

 

At lunch, the visiting side had scored 103 for two with Giles, last year’s centurion, unbeaten on 35. The post-

lunch performance was less than impressive, allowing the Blundellians to plunder 156 in just 27 overs. Giles 

completed another century without ever batting particularly well, and, assisted by some lusty blows from 

Akerman, the innings was declared closed on 259 for four at roughly the halfway stage. 

 

The Pilgrims began their response confident that victory could be achieved. This soon became less likely once 

Charlie Warren had lost his stumps in the third over with the score unchanged from 0. This brought Tweedale to 

the wicket and allowed him to play a quite superb innings, woefully let down by a succession of batting 

partners. Tweedale compiled 122 from a total of 161, the score when he was the fifth wicket to fall. From that 

point on, the Pilgrims were struggling. This was reinforced after a couple of needless run-outs and an ugly swipe 

from Edlmann to be bowled as the ninth wicket. Bagnall and Jim Warren were able, with aplomb, to see out the 

innings and claim the draw. 

 

Tuesday July 13
th

, v President’s XI, at Sherborne 

President’s XI 149 (W P Hargrove 5-26); Sherborne Pilgrims 150-5 (J E Scorer 

52*)  Won by 5 wickets 

 

The Pilgrims won the toss and inserted the President’s XI on an overcast morning. Fradgley and Edlmann 

opened the bowling brightly. Butler and Warren, however, were equal to the task and saw off the new ball 

without alarm. Indeed, when the first wicket did fall, it was not without good fortune: with the score on 40, 

Warren tickled finely for what he thought would be several runs. This would have been the case if it had not 

been for a sensational catch by Ben Scott, diving full-length to his right. Hargrove removed Butler in his next 

over to bring Thorne and Tweedale together. Nor did they last long; Goodeve-Docker lured Thorne into a false 

shot and Hargrove trapped Tweedale leg-before (somewhat dubiously). 

 

Between these two dismissals, Goodeve-Docker also had Nurton caught in close; Hargrove removed Jim 

Warren to leave the President’s XI reeling at 77 for six, with the distinct possibility of their being bowled out by 

lunch. Peters and Wingfield Digby then set about proving that it wasn’t all that difficult to bat until the over 

before the interval when Fradgley struck, bowling Peters to bring the lunch score to 98 for seven. 

 

Afterwards, the Pilgrims lacked the killer instinct, allowing Wingfield Digby and Kitson to score freely. Three 

overs after the reintroduction of Fradgley and Hargrove, however, it was all over, a total of 149 achieved and 

Hargrove with figures of five for 26 — a great effort considering his exploits the previous night. 

 

The Warren brothers opened for the Pilgrims, faced with the contrasting attack of Peters and Bagnall. The 

former bowled with genuine pace and swing; the latter has never been known to have either, but kept it tight. 

The brothers were clearly struggling in the deepening gloom; Peters produced a beauty to remove John Warren, 

who could only deflect the ball behind to protect his good looks. It seemed inevitable that Peters would have a 

hatful until he strained a hamstring, much to the Pilgrims’ good fortune. 
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It was thus plain sailing for the Pilgrims, with the exception of Charlie Warren, who seemed completely out of 

sorts. Not even the short break for rain could save him and it was a great relief to everyone concerned when he 

finally slipped over and was run out. Somehow he had scored 32 out of a score of 82 for two. With Scorer 

proceeding steadily at the other end, Scott came in and hit a brief 27 before missing a straight one. Scorer did 

the rest, finishing on 52, while Pugh and Goodeve-Docker missed out. 

 

This was a game full of good humour and spirit but most importantly it highlighted the popularity of the Week, 

with 19 Pilgrims of many ages participating. 

 

Wednesday July 14
th

, v South Wales Hunt, at Sherborne 

South Wales Hunt 194-9 dec; Sherborne Pilgrims 161-8 Match drawn 

 

A dark and dank day saw a strong South Wales Hunt side win the toss and choose to bat. Hargrove, whose side 

consisted of many bowlers, selected Peters and Elliot-Square to use the new ball. Both bowled well, restricting 

the batsmen but without that vital bit of luck. A change at both ends saw two quick wickets, more a matter of 

cumulative effort from the opening bowlers than any wonder-balls by Clark or Hargrove. 42 for no wicket was 

now a far better 44 for two with the Hunt captain, Ricketts, back in the pavilion — a good thing as he has scored 

two centuries against the Pilgrims in the past. 

 

Wickets fell steadily but the Hunt managed to get a few partnerships moving along; the game looked to have 

swung the Pilgrims’ way at 157 for seven but the Hunt fought well to make a very fair declaration at 194 for 

nine from 53 overs. Eight bowlers were used, among them Tweedale, whose performance reminded everyone 

why he must not bowl for at least another year. 

 

The Pilgrims’ opening pair of Goodeve-Docker and Saunders strode to the wicket confidently, although word 

had got about that the Hunt’s opening bowler was a little faster than perhaps one might have liked. Ali, the 

bowler in question, was later discovered to have played for Pakistan A. He was also left-arm over, to make 

matters more complicated, and it took one, maybe two, balls for the batsmen to summon helmets. The only man 

enjoying it less than the batsmen was the wicketkeeper, 26 yards back and suffering that familiar low bounce of 

the Upper. 

The openers were brave, committed and resolute in putting on 58 before Saunders fell leg-before for 23 — to 

the other opening bowler, as so often happens. Morgan soon fell, as did Goodeve-Docker for a well-earned 32, 

constructed over 100 minutes. From here, five wickets fell at regular 10-15 run intervals, no one getting less 

than three or more than 13. Tweedale remained, looking arguably the most confident against Ali, scoring 31 not 

out (asking the question as to why Hargrove batted him at eight); Peters kept him company at the other end but 

the target was never in reach and the Pilgrims finished some 30 runs short at 7.15pm. 

 

Thursday July 15
th

, v Dorset Colts, at Sherborne 

Dorset Colts 294-4 dec (C Holcombe 112, C C M Warren 73); Sherborne Pilgrims 

150 (S W D Rintoul 88; T Sharpe 5-36) Lost by 144 runs  

 

Hargrove’s miserable run with the toss continued (three failures in five days) but things did not start so badly for 

the Pilgrims in the field, breaking the opening partnership at 33 after a good bowling start by Hargrove and 

Fradgley. This brought Holcombe to the crease and he was a long time going, striking the ball cleanly, mostly in 

front of the wicket. The second wicket went down at 116, Dover falling for 46, but the pace of the innings had 

been well set, those runs coming in just 27 overs. 

 

The seminal partnership of the innings came together for the third wicket, with Pilgrim Warren joining 

Holcombe. In the past, Bagnall’s wiles had conspired to reduce Warren’s effectiveness, but this time Warren 

survived, although it needed a simple catch to be dropped by Hargrove off Rintoul to set things in motion. The 

bowling was not poor but the Colts’ batting was just too good. Warren was finally run out by Ben Scott for 73 

and Holcombe perished after a deserved century, but the score they had amassed was imposing, to say the least. 

Charlie Dowdall had been the most economical of the home team’s bowlers, with analysis of 11-1-37-0. 

 

The Pilgrims’ reply faltered from the start and at 69 for six was looking embarrassing before Stuart Rintoul 

rescued matters with a classy 88, more than all the rest of his team-mates combined. Sharpe had figures of five 

for 36 (having taken four for 15 with the new ball) and did more than most to ensure the inevitable (and heavy) 

Pilgrims defeat well before the close. Credit to the Colts despite the Pilgrims’ poor showing: they were 

determined and dominant. 
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Sunday July 18
th

, v Charterhouse Friars, at Charterhouse — cancelled because of Pilgrims’ involvement in 

Cricketer Cup semi-final. 

 

Sunday July 18
th

, Cricketer Cup semi-final, v Bradfield Waifs, at Sherborne 

Bradfield Waifs 272-5 (R M F Cox 130, J R Perkins 79); Sherborne Pilgrims 236-8 

(J H K Adams 56)  Lost by 36 runs 

 

For the first time in the competition’s 33-year history, the Pilgrims had reached the last four. One fairly 

comfortable victory and two wins born of great team spirit and doggedness had resulted in a semi-final 

appearance on the Upper against the might of Bradfield Waifs. 

 

The Pilgrims made three changes from the quarter-final team, with Garlick, Freeth and Adams (who had left the 

School not three weeks earlier) coming in for Rintoul (Dorset commitments), Wingfield Digby (christening his 

grandson) and Hargrove (omitted despite his second-round heroics); Peters was also unavailable, thus denying 

the Pilgrims the chance of fighting former first-class fire with that of the opposition. 

 

Mark Nicholas, the former Hampshire captain and now TV pundit, won the toss and elected to bat; the home 

side took the field expecting a hard morning, but looked eager after an earlier net session, fielding practice and 

team talk from Ricketts. After six overs, Garlick and Knechtli seemed to have settled into a good rhythm with 

only one boundary conceded, that by another former Hampshire man, Rupert Cox. At 22 for no wicket from 

eight overs, the game-plan of containment was certainly working. 

 

Garlick was replaced by Rydon at the Pavilion End after conceding seven from each of his previous two overs, 

while Knechtli continued to toil without luck at the Westbury End. His seventh over saw the pendulum swing 

decisively away from the home team as Cox, having struck one boundary in the over, was completely squared 

up and nicked the ball to Atwell at slip; the chance was spilt and Cox ended the over with another handsome 

four. 

 

Rydon temporarily lifted the gloom by having the dangerous Bridgman well caught by Warren for 24 in the 

over; this left Bradfield on 60 for one from 15 overs, but even at this stage, the spectators were wondering how 

much the Pilgrims might suffer for their generosity. Perkins joined Cox at the crease and the pair added 174 for 

the second wicket in 34 overs. Adams, for two overs, Freeth and Ricketts, with much longer spells, all tried in 

vain to stem the flow and containment became increasingly difficult. 

 

Perkins looked the more attacking player while Cox seemed to play a tip-and-run game, not even worrying 

about boundaries. Their running between the wickets was outstanding — only occasionally did it border on the 

rash and even then the ball failed to hit the stumps from direct throws. Cox scored his 50 from 60 balls, Perkins 

soon followed from only 71 and as the partnership proceeded and the overs diminished, so they could both 

afford to take more risks and open their shoulders — which is exactly what they did. 

 

The Pilgrims’ bowling was certainly not poor and the only criticism could be that occasionally the ball was 

bowled on both sides of the wicket, but not that often; the batting was brilliant and the gaps in the field were 

found too frequently for there to be any semblance of fortune. If there was a fault, it could have been that our 

outfielders were too deep, thus allowing the batsmen to return for a second constantly, where a closer position or 

quicker fieldsman should have prevented it from happening. 

 

Garlick returned to the attack in the 49
th

 over and immediately accounted for Perkins, who had made an 

excellent 79. Cox had already reached his hundred, a superb innings containing only six boundaries. In his next 

over Garlick bowled Came first ball but that just brought Mark Nicholas to the wicket. Fifteen runs came from 

the next three overs before Knechtli cleaned out Nicholas with a cracking ball. Unfortunately a further 19 came 

from the final two overs and not even the inevitable run-out of Cox for a fantastic 130 could detract from the 

enormity of the task that lay ahead. 

 

At 3.40pm, Charlie Warren and Jimmy Adams strode to the crease with the task of making a substantial dent in 

the Waifs’ final total of 272 for five from their allocated 55 overs. There was very little bat on ball at the 

beginning of the innings, but thanks to 13 sundries from Denning and Oscroft, the Bradfield opening bowlers, 

after eight overs the score was 22 for no wicket; exactly the same as the Waifs. 
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While Adams was slowly starting to push the ball into the gaps, Warren was struggling. With his normal fluent 

strokeplay having deserted him, it was no real surprise to see him out in the eleventh over, trying to force 

Denning away; even less surprising, Cox took the catch and Warren’s innings of 6 from 35 balls came to an end. 

 

This brought Atwell to the crease with the score at 30 for one, knowing that he and the Pilgrims debutant at the 

other end had an enormous job to do to keep their team in the contest at tea. Atwell scored two from his second 

ball and, having watched Adams block out a maiden, struck the first boundary of the innings in the fourteenth 

over. 

 

Accumulation was required, as Bradfield had shown, with their positive running between the wickets, 

interspersed with occasional boundaries. This was exactly what the home spectators were treated to; the change 

bowlers, Carpenter and Nicholas, were easily milked for four an over before an assault by both batsmen on the 

former pushed the score from 65 to 81 for one at the end of the twentieth over. Carpenter was replaced by 

Graham, but the score continued to tick along and tea was taken at the end of the 25
th

 over with the Pilgrims 

having reached 101 for one. 

 

Adams and Atwell appeared to have changed the course of the game and at tea, the Bradfield dressing-room was 

considerably less upbeat than that of the Pilgrims. After the break, Oscroft returned to the attack and in the 28
th

 

over, the game turned again. Atwell majestically stroked Oscroft through the covers for what he thought was to 

be his fifth boundary. Unfortunately, the ball was six inches off the ground and a dive at full stretch from point 

resulted in a stunning catch and the end of Atwell’s innings for 31. You can guess who took the catch: the irony 

was lost on nobody; 108 for two. 

 

Steve Leeke joined Adams at the crease and, once more, while the batting was by no means dazzling, the 

batsmen rotated the strike intelligently and a well-placed offside boundary brought Adams a well-constructed 

and thoroughly merited half-century. 

 

With the partnership at 23 from less than six overs, Leeke pushed the ball into the offside and set off for two; the 

problem was that he hesitated on his way back and the return throw beat him to safety. It had been the first 

occasion that the Pilgrims had really attempted to test the fielding side and Leeke had been run out for ten. The 

dismissal seemed to clarify the difference between the two sides. While Bradfield had started with the intention 

of stealing runs, it was almost as if the Pilgrims had only decided to take risks once behind the run-rate. If the 

running between the wickets had been as positive and decisive throughout, Leeke’s dismissal would not have 

been in vain. Instead, three wickets had fallen with another 141 still needed from just 21 overs and the Pilgrims, 

albeit subconsciously, stopped running risky singles and the subsequent pressure to hit boundaries was relentless 

and too much. 

 

Justin Ricketts came in; it was now clear that Adams had to drop anchor and allow the big shots to be played 

from the other end. You can imagine the Pilgrims captain’s dismay when Adams tapped one back to Graham, 

the bowler, only four balls later. 130 for two after 33 had become 132 for four an over later. Although he had 

batted really well on his first appearance for the Pilgrims and made 56 in a Cricketer Cup semi-final, if only he 

had known how many times in recent years the Club has batted similarly — two settled batsmen getting out at 

the same stage of the innings. 

 

With Ricketts on one when Tweedale joined him, the innings had to start all over again and the next three overs 

saw nothing but a few singles as the two played themselves in. Big overs were desperately needed; Graham 

went for seven in his eighth, Nicholas the same in his last over, the 39
th

. Tweedale was beginning to look his 

imperious best at this point and when Bridgman came on to bowl the next over, it was dealt with severely. 

Tweedale struck two glorious fours, 12 came off it and the bowler was immediately replaced. 

 

The Pilgrims were suddenly right back in the game needing 107 to win from the final 15 overs with six wickets 

in hand. What followed was almost inevitable. Bradfield brought on Came to bowl his slow leg-spinners from 

the Westbury End; just before his first ball he posted a deep midwicket to prevent temptation. It would be fair to 

say that there was staggered amazement around the ground as Tweedale smashed the first ball straight down that 

man’s throat. It was a rash shot in the extreme and with Tweedale batting so well, almost unbelievable that he 

could not have first had a look at Came’s bowling. 
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Denning accounted for the crestfallen Ricketts, trying to guide one through the vacant second slip region and the 

Pilgrims were left requiring a further 92 from only ten overs. Rydon was joined by Jackaman and they put on 33 

in the next six overs before Rydon was bowled by Came, going for a big one. Knechtli came and went, leaving 

Freeth to play out the remaining three overs with Jackaman, who ended up with a commendable 20 not out. The 

match ended at 7.30pm with the Pilgrims 36 runs short on 236 for eight from 55 overs. 

 

It was a tremendous effort getting to the semi-finals but at this stage the Pilgrims were found out by a better 

side. Although ―catches win matches‖, it would be wrong to pick this out as the only difference between the 

teams. In all forms of cricket, let alone limited-overs, positive running between the wickets is crucial; Bradfield 

were exemplary. When fielding on a large ground, the boundary-saving fielder cannot always afford to stand on 

the rope, and again the Waifs realised this and posted their outfielders anything from five to ten yards in, 

depending on age and speed. Steve Leeke found this out to his cost, but when the Pilgrims were in the field, two 

runs were almost always conceded to the man coming in from the deep. 

 

This more professional approach almost certainly accounted for the 36-run deficit, and more than made up for 

an ordinary Bradfield bowling attack. It is absolutely vital that the Pilgrims learn from these experiences in 

1999, so that continued success in this competition is assured. The first round in 2000 is a trip to Rugby 

Meteors, the 1998 runners-up. The Meteors dished out a humiliating defeat that year in the first round and the 

same fate will await the Pilgrims this time around unless at their best. Rugby fell at the first hurdle in 1999, 

which will ensure that they will be anxious to bounce back. Let’s hope that Bradfield have given the Club a 

lesson that will not be forgotten. 

 

Tuesday July 20
th

, v Old Cliftonians, at Clifton 

Old Cliftonians 205 (N E L Howe 69); Sherborne Pilgrims 208-7 (J M A Fradgley 

58*) Won by 3 wickets 

 

With the exception of the experienced Rob Kitson, the Pilgrims fielded one of its most youthful teams against 

Old Cliftonians on an indifferent and inclement day at Bristol.  The once excellent Clifton pitch looked no better 

than the poor surface that was encountered last year and so, having won the toss, Hodges elected to bowl. In 

short, the quicker bowlers did not get what they deserved. In particular Fradgley and Edlmann bowled enough 

good balls, at what were some very ordinary batsmen, to have knocked Clifton over for a very low score. As last 

year, however, Clifton scrambled together some sort of total to defend. How they reached 205 is difficult to 

explain, but 30 extras did not help the Pilgrims’ cause. 

 

With strong batting (on paper), the Pilgrims looked more than equal to the task and as the chase commenced at 

4.06pm, confidence was high. At 6.05pm, defeat seemed inevitable. At this stage, Richard Edlmann joined John 

Fradgley at the wicket and together they batted in a partnership with tempo, patience and attitude perfectly 

attuned to the situation. Chasing a target has unique pressures and these were amplified by every lost wicket. To 

put on 72 for the eighth wicket in only 13 overs was an outstanding achievement. Fradgley’s 58 not out was 

chanceless and filled with graceful shots on a pudding of a track. Edlmann’s honest appraisal of his usual batting 

performances meant that even he was shocked at such a great display. 

 

A Pilgrims victory through character and perseverance is a none too common occurrence; in previous years it 

was a game that would probably have been lost. Kitson, the next man in, would say otherwise but the non-

appearance of Bagnall, who claimed that he had to work the odd day during the cricket season, effectively made 

Kitson last man. Luckily this horrible thought never became reality and a fairly comfortable-sounding three-

wicket win was achieved. 

 

Sunday August 1
st
, v Bluemantle’s, at Tunbridge Wells — cancelled. 

 

Sunday August 15
th

, v Cobham, at Cobham 

Sherborne Pilgrims 151-9 dec; Cobham 128 Won by 23 runs 

 

The annual fixture against Cobham is the traditional late-season pilgrimage. How long this stays the case, 

especially with NPL Teddington providing the premier fixture for Pilgrims at this time of year, remains to be 

seen. Cobham started badly by losing the toss, went from bad to worse by asking the Pilgrims secretary for a 

ball, and capped a fine three-card trick with a fracas in the bar that saw off their umpire.  
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Thorne and Warren seemed the ideal combination to open the innings. Warren left the first ball and it was called 

wide. He played at the next one and lost his leg stump. Danger still lurked as the pitch was slow and the outfield 

overgrown; Thorne was bored. De la Hey nurtured him for eight overs before inevitably holing out. Wingfield 

Digby and Dowdall laboriously tried to move the score along but against Kumar’s crafty leg-spin, the ball was 

difficult to get away.  

 

Both batsmen perished trying to force the score and this allowed Hargrove a moment of glory: a magnificent 

straight six through the bedroom window of one of the new Wimpey Homes surrounding the ground. A few 

lusty blows from Peters and another not out for Bagnall saw the Pilgrims to their declaration after 45 overs. 

 

Bagnall took the Cobham reply by the scruff of the neck and ripped out two batsmen before they had time to 

take their guard; he had a third before running out of steam. He was backed up by Peters, whose first few overs 

were bowled in the girls’ dormitory, but he slowly loosened up and eventually worked up real pace to take a 

brace of wickets. The only batsman to trouble the Pilgrims was Hunt, who smote 31 before Hargrove took two 

quick wickets to end the match as a contest. The Cobham last man entertained the slips for a few overs before 

Peters came back to finish him off with a catch by Thorne at short leg. 

 

Sunday August 29
th

, v NPL Teddington, at Teddington 

NPL Teddington 246-4 dec (J A Kumar 119); Sherborne Pilgrims 247-6 

(C C M Warren 82*, N H Peters 57*)  Won by 4 wickets 

 

This second match between the Pilgrims and NPL Teddington proved to be as enjoyable and exciting as the 

first. The demand to play in the fixture was such that Bagnall, Hargrove and Atwell were able to defect to the 

hosts, for whom they play on a regular basis. This move was perceived to have had decisive consequences in a 

nail-biting finish and called into question the allegiance of Bagnall in particular. 

 

In glorious late summer sunshine and on a flat batting track, Peters and Edlmann struggled in vain to make an 

early breakthrough. Jak Kumar showed his first-class pedigree from the start, delighting everyone except the 

bowlers with his style and colourful array of shots. Champion, too, batted with time to spare and both batsmen 

took a particular liking to Edlmann, who seemed relieved to be withdrawn from the attack. 

 

The introduction of Hodges, captain for the day, unfeasibly accounted for Champion with possibly the worst 

ball of the day. Atwell joined Kumar at the crease and the pair enjoyed the fruits of Will Wingfield Digby’s 

offerings (another NPL player) and helped themselves to runs while Dowdall found his line. Towards lunchtime 

Tweedale and Dowdall tightened up proceedings, but NPL were cruising untroubled and happy to take a fine 

lunch on board. 

 

Shortly after the interval, Levy ran Atwell out for 30 in a terrible mix-up and Gardiner fell to Keatinge. Philips 

then accompanied Kumar as the professional powered to an awesome century. His range of shot increased and 

his audacity grew, so much so that when a quick good-length ball from Peters was dispatched some distance 

over the mid-wicket car park, there was a marked shortage of volunteers to bowl. Peters persisted, though, and 

eventually got his man for 119. If the Pilgrims thought that their troubles were over, Hargrove had other plans, 

plundering 41 in no time to enable the hosts to declare at 246 for four from 51 overs. 

 

The Pilgrims reply was as turgid as NPL’s finish was climactic. By tea, there were only 60 on the board from 25 

overs. Bagnall delighted in accounting for Thorne and Bowles fired up the inevitable banter by bowling his first 

12 overs for 13 and taking the scalp of Scott. A crucial decision was taken during tea to allow the Pilgrims 

another 15 minutes to catch up with the run-rate. This resuscitated the match and appeared to wake Warren from 

his slumbers. 

 

As Warren awoke, so Tweedale was playing a typically cavalier innings, reshaping what had gone before; 

suddenly batting looked easier and the game was alive. With Tweedale’s dismissal for 41 came a flurry of 

wickets: first Dowdall, then Wingfield Digby. Hodges retired hurt, unable to cope with the verbal abuse, 

allowing Peters to stroll to the crease with 11 overs to be bowled and some hundred runs away from NPL’s tally. 

The former Surrey man took a real liking to the bowling, smashing Hargrove and Day to all parts, rapidly 

reducing the odds of a Pilgrims victory together with the target. Warren, with masterful concentration, stepped 

up another gear and joined in the barrage. 
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With five overs remaining and the target now 50, Bagnall was chomping at the bit to return to the attack. 

Regrettably for his ―adoptive‖ side (once a Pilgrim, etc), Bagnall’s stiffness prevented him finding his line 

immediately... and so it was that the Pilgrims were able to edge past their hosts to win by four wickets in a 

dramatic conclusion to the season. 

 

Reports by Ben Atwell, Rupert Bagnall, Patrick Gent, Robert Hands, Will Hargrove, Phil Hodges, Charlie 

Warren and Will Wingfield Digby. 

 

CRICKET FIXTURES 2000 

 

Sunday May 7
th

 v Marlborough Blues (at Marlborough) 

Sunday May 21
st
 v Radley Rangers (at Radley) 

Sunday June 11
th

 v Hampshire Hogs (at Warnford) 

Sunday June 18
th

 v Rugby Meteors (at Rugby) 

   - Cricketer Cup first round 

Saturday July 1
st
 v The School 

Sunday July 2
nd

  Cricketer Cup second round  

Sunday July 9
th

 v Old Tonbridgians (at Tonbridge) 

Monday July 10
th

 v Old Blundellians 

Tuesday July 11
th

 v Dorset Colts 

Wednesday July 12
th

 v South Wales Hunt 

Thursday July 13
th

 v Dorset Rangers 

Friday July 14
th

 v President’s XI 

Sunday July 16
th

  Cricketer Cup third round  

Tuesday July 18
th

 v Old Cliftonians (at Clifton) 

Sunday July 23
rd

 v Charterhouse Friars (at Charterhouse) 

Sunday  August 20
th

 v Bluemantle’s (at Tunbridge Wells) 

Sunday September 3
rd

 v  NPL Teddington (at Teddington) 

 

The Cricketer Cup semi-finals are on Sunday July 30
th

, and the final on Sunday August 20
th

 at the Bank of 

England ground, Roehampton. 

 

RUGBY 1999-2000 

 

The 1998-99 season ended somewhat disappointingly as a fixture against the Old Leysians had to be cancelled 

because they were struggling to raise a side.  However, the new season began in much better fettle. On 

September 5
th

, the Pilgrims travelled to a 15-a-side tournament at Motspur Park organised by the Combined 

London Old Boys. In all the Pilgrims numbered 22, aged between 18-24 and 30-34. After a bye in the first round 

— considering the heat, it may have been a good thing, although it meant that there were only two confirmed 

games — the Old Cranleighans were the initial opponents. 

 

The game started, as most early-season encounters tend to, at a stupidly fast pace. The Pilgrims retained the ball 

well in the first exchanges and the game looked in control assuming an early score. However, all the Pilgrims 

could muster was a try in each half, both converted by Ben Scott, who later added a penalty goal. The 

Cranleighans got no farther than two penalty goals of their own, to give the Pilgrims a comfortable 17-6 victory, 

but obtained at the cost of a man down. The referee, not perhaps in full control of the contest, had already issued 

the Pilgrims with a ―general‖ yellow card. 

 

One hour later, a semi-final against the Old Wellingtonians beckoned — the rest was welcome nonetheless in 

the summer sunshine. Rico Tice arrived from the pulpit to join his brother in the pack — one of three sets of 

brothers in Pilgrims colours on the day. The Wellingtonians managed to cut down space much more effectively 

and put the Pilgrims under some pressure; initially the defence held firm but lineout ball was more of a problem, 

and with Scott a casualty through injury from the previous game, some cutting edge was lacking.  Despite the 

difficulties, Charlie Warren (who has since claimed to have retired from rugby) had an excellent first half, as did 

Johnny Porter — neither, though, could prevent the opposition registering a converted try that gave them the 

lead at half-time. The Pilgrims hit back early in the second half with an unconverted try but in chasing the score 

to take the lead, allowed the Wellingtonians to score again and defeat, 12-5, ensued. Wellington went on to win 

the final. The tournament overall was deemed a success and the Club will enter the 2000 event. 
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The following weekend, the Pilgrims entered two tournaments — the under-21 equivalent of the Combined 

London Old Boys competition (15-a-side again) and the National Cross Keys Pub sevens at Harpenden. Richard 

Edlmann organised the under 21 side, for which he deserves much praise, and assembled a squad of 17. They 

played three games, suffering a narrow defeat in the first game when injury conspired to leave them a man short. 

After victory in the second match, they won through to a semi-final against Eton that was lost by a point, the 

final Pilgrims kick of the match hitting the upright. 

 

A squad of nine went to Harpenden. The national pub sevens has prize money of £1,000 and therefore attracts 

some talented players as well as the ―social‖ breed. The Pilgrims fell somewhere between these two types. The 

opening match, at 10.30am, was strange: after two quick scores by the Pilgrims, it was discovered that our 

opponents were on the wrong pitch. This was obviously claimed as a victory anyway! With the correct 

opponents in position, game ―two‖ began and this became a rout, Barney Bell benefiting in the try count with 

strong performances from Jonty Butler and Will Worrall. 

 

The following game was an entirely different matter. Drawn against The Sun Inn, from Richmond (from whose 

rugby club many of the side came), the Pilgrims spent most of the 14 minutes chasing shadows large and small. 

Five of their seven players were well capable of scoring from halfway and the final score was a disappointing 

45-0. After that, a more even contest with the Fulham Tap in which their superior fitness eventually told and 

they ran out 25-12 winners after a closely-fought first half. It was a well-organised and competitive tournament 

to which the Club will also return. 

 

It was a relief to get to Milton Abbey in mid-November in more conventional rugby conditions (cold, cloud 

cover and occasional drizzle). Last year the fixture with Milton Abbey had been played home and away. This 

year it was agreed to play one game, at Milton Abbey, and then return to two fixtures in 2000. Upon arrival, it 

became evident that the Hornets had failed to find a qualified referee for the match and so the head of the 

school’s PE staff filled in. 

 

The Milton Abbey side seemed to have a larger pack than previously and, with Hargrove standing in as loose-

head prop (from the security of the back row), it looked as though dominance in the tight might be hard to find. 

Despite some pressure this proved not to be a huge problem. A crowd of around 200, including some welcome 

and vocal Sherborne support, watched a good match marred in parts by the odd clash of opinions and fists. 

 

After a patchy 20 minutes, the Pilgrims got their act together with some hard straight running by the back row, 

of whom Worrall and Porter were exceptional. The lineout proved the problem, as it always is without any 

practice. Ben Scott orchestrated the backs well and was given good ball by Rich Hattam at scrum half. Both 

wings saw plenty of ball and at the right time, while the centres were slick in attack and solid in defence. Tom 

Scott played outstandingly well from full back, hitting the line well en route to scoring two tries. Brother Ben 

also crossed before half-time. 

 

Shortly after the interval, with the Pilgrims 19-0 ahead, Dan Thorne had to leave the field with trouble in his 

lower back; George Tice moved up from flanker to prop and held things steady while continuing his ball-

winning role in the loose to allow others the space to run elsewhere on the pitch. The reshuffle of the pack 

allowed Struan Coad to come into the second row and Rich Edlmann to return to the flank. 

 

Edlmann exploited his new role to great effect and as the game opened up, all of the back five were involved as 

broken-play runners. It was in the latter stages of the contest that matters over-heated. A very late and 

completely unnecessary high tackle on Tom Scott ended his game and landed him with a serious injury, 

exposing the lack of a qualified and experienced referee to deal firmly with such flashpoints. The lesson of this 

has been fully learnt and the mistake should not be repeated. It was a sad end to a resounding 40-7 victory for 

the Pilgrims. 

 

More Pilgrims rugby has been played than last year and it is the hope to increase the fixture list for 2000-01. If 

there is any Pilgrim who would like to play or who has ideas/contacts for future fixtures, then please get in touch 

with me. 

 

Will Hargrove 
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RUGBY FIXTURES 2000 

 

Sunday September 3
rd

 Combined London Old Boys 15-a-side tournament 

 (at Motspur Park) 

 

Sunday September 10
th

 Combined London Old Boys under-21 15-a-side 

 tournament (at Motspur Park) 

 

Early September National pub seven-a-side tournament (at Harpenden) 

 

Sunday October 29
th

 v Milton Abbey (at Sherborne) 

 

Sunday November 12
th

 v Milton Abbey (at Milton Abbey) 
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HOCKEY 2000 

 

Sunday March 26
th 

v The School 1
st
 XI – Lost 2-3 

 v The School 2
nd

 XI – Won 3-2 

 

Unlike last year, when it proved a struggle to raise one side, it is pleasing to report that two XIs were assembled 

to do battle against the School this year, although with some late absentees, the Pilgrims fielded one or two 

players in both games. Against the School’s 1
st
 XI, the conditions began very cloudy with a strong wind, but a 

strong Pilgrims side ready for the fray. The game started at a fast rate and the Pilgrims began to dominate by 

keeping a majority of the possession. The midfield combination of the Scott brothers, Hargrove and Cheung 

held the structure well and distributed the ball to the front line of Hill, Shearer and Newbery.  

 

The School were keen and energetic and their determination managed to break down a number of the Pilgrims’ 

attacking moves. However, the Pilgrims created many chances with several piercing runs from Hargrove, Ben 

and Tom Scott setting up opportunities, none of which were converted. The School did create a few chances and 

they earned a couple of short corners but could not capitalise on them. Eventually the Pilgrims’ approach work 

paid dividends. Simon Hill pulled off a shot that was deflected into the goal to give the older team the lead. Not 

that it lasted long: the School reacted well to the setback and struck soon afterwards to level the scores. The 

game then stagnated and the teams seemed content to play out the half. 

 

After half-time, the School came out strongly but the Pilgrims managed to compose themselves by keeping a lot 

of the possession and maintaining the defence with Whittle, Marlow and Archer holding marauders off. The 

Pilgrims midfield had a solid phase of play and the beneficiary was Newbery, who finished off a good move 

with a timely strike. Now the Pilgrims became complacent and eased off, with the result that chances were 

squandered. The School maintained their tenacious play and managed to equalise with a breakaway goal that left 

Tom Wykes-Sneyd in the Pilgrims goal helpless.  

 

If this did not serve as a wake-up call, the School’s third goal soon afterwards did. They managed to break 

again, creating another one-on-one, and also calmly converting. With time running out, the Pilgrims composed a 

string of relentless attacks in the School’s half but simply could not score. Mark Simon added some pace and 

strength up front but the School held on for a 3-2 victory.  

 

It was the Pilgrims’ first touches and finishing that lost them the match, but it was a good, well-fought game and 

was played in excellent spirit with both umpires letting the game flow very well. 

 

As the second match was about to begin, the heavens opened, but after adapting to the downpour the Pilgrims 

got off to a good start by maintaining play in the School’s half. Unsurprisingly, the first half became a bit 

scrappy with both sides creating a number of opportunities. The Brock brothers were solid in defence, while 

Tim Archer dominated the midfield and made several penetrating runs, along with Patrick Gidney.  

 

It was Archer who started the build-up for the first goal, which Newbery converted; this heralded a quickening 

of tempo in the match and, after a series of end-to-end plays, the School equalised with a well-taken goal. The 

first half ended with the score at 1-1 and every player soaked to the skin.  

 

The second half brought about a change in the weather as the sun began to come through, and the game picked 

up in pace from where it left off and many chances were created by both sides, but again the finishing left 

something to be desired. The Pilgrims gradually began to dominate the possession and Rupert Bagnall gave the 

Pilgrims the lead with an instinctive finish. The School reacted well and increased the pressure on the defence, 

earning a number of short corners. The Pilgrims defended stoutly with the likes of Richard Wright, Chris 

Marlow and the Brocks keeping the School at bay.  

 

The Pilgrims managed to counter with a quick breakaway goal which started from their own 16 and was 

clinically finished by Dave Hill. This made the score 3-1 to the Pilgrims and again there was a hint of 

complacency setting in, which the School took full advantage of by pulling a goal back. Trying to force a third 

goal, the School piled on relentless pressure but the in-form Tom Wykes-Sneyd pulled off a number of excellent 

saves to deny them and allow the Pilgrims victory. 
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Again the game was hard-fought and thanks must go as well to the umpires and the players who participated in 

the match. The day produced two excellent games of hockey and I must express my gratitude to Jeremy 

Wadham for helping me to assemble the two teams for the day and the post-game hospitality. I must also thank 

all the players who took part in both games and hope that this can be reproduced for next year’s fixture.  

Jimmy Cheung 

 

CROSS COUNTRY 1999 

 

Seventeen schools, comprising 99 individuals, turned out for the annual old boys cross-country match over five 

miles on Wimbledon Common on December 18
th

. The winners of the King Henry VIII trophy were Winchester, 

while Sedbergh provided the individual winner in 26min 34sec. The Sherborne team had mixed fortunes: David 

Wrighton, having climbed out of his sickbed, ran a blinder to finish thirteenth in 30.04. Next in was Nick 

Mosely, back again after an absence, fiftieth in 34.56; James Kellow was running for the first time and did well 

to finish 56th in 35.39. Chris Chataway, having retired from full-time work, thrashed Angus Cater by over a 

minute, finishing 64th in 37.01. Angus finished 71st in 38.12; Simon Leathes finished 80th in 40.42. The course 

was longer this year, hence the slower times, but our efforts gave us eighth position in the Open (out of 17) and 

fifth in the Veterans (out of 13). Not bad. We still need those younger runners for this year (December 16
th

) so 

please contact Angus Cater on 01403 730376 (h) or 01372 377817 (o) or e-mail to angus.cater@btinternet.com. 

 

The cross-country manager, Jon Kershaw, is now back in the South after time working in Scotland and is keen 

to get up a team to run against the School next year. Do get in touch with him. 

Angus Cater 

 

OTHER SPORTS 1999-2000 

 

The problems with raising a consistent squash team were still in evidence this year. For the second year in 

succession, the Pilgrims had to withdraw from the Londonderry Cup because the Club was unable to put a team 

out — this will need to be rectified soon or else there is a genuine danger that our exclusion will become 

permanent. However, an intriguing blend of maturity and youth (and Rupert Bagnall, who cannot fairly be said 

to qualify for either) combined to inflict a 5-1 defeat on the School in March, although even then there were two 

late withdrawals. Hugh Archer and Patrick Macintosh showed that there is little substitute for experience, 

Bagnall gave his usual energetic all, and Bryn Palmer battled gamely for the younger generation before injury 

overtook him. Patrick Gent, who is doing a manful job in impossible circumstances, should not be running this 

sport and it is imperative that a younger man comes forward this year to pick up the baton. 

 

The fives side were more reliable — although still unable to break down the quality of the staff team. Against 

the School, experience told in a straightforward victory but against a wily Bow House unit, they were worsted 

by 14 points. Mike Cleaver is especially grateful to Richard Green and James Rogers, both former 

Abbeylanders, who have appeared annually in the Club’s colours since 1977, missing not one year. There is also 

considerable concern at the School about the state of the fives courts: two are out of commission and another 

season may pass before essential re-roofing of the courts takes place. If there is any Pilgrim who can help to 

give the old courts a new lease of life, please contact Mike in the Registrar’s Office. There is currently an 

exceptionally deep well of talent at the junior end of the School — and they deserve top-quality facilities. 

 

In summary, the Pilgrims soccer side lost 3-1 to the School, while the tennis team also came off worst to their 

youngers, losing 5½-3½.  

mailto:angus.cater@btinternet.com


  24 

OLD SHIRBURNIAN GOLFING SOCIETY 1999-2000 

 

The winners at the three meetings were: 

 

Summer 1999:  Turner and Foot Putter (scratch) – Nick Aubin; Page Cup (handicap) – Gavin Webb-Wilson; 

Stableford Competition – Michael Farley. 

 

Autumn 1999:  Captain’s Prize –Simon Brown; Vice Captain’s Prize – Pat Farmer; Greig Cup – Patrick Betts; 

Autumn Cup – David Watney; Manning Trophy – Neil Bradshaw; Veterans’ Salver – Simon Brown. 

 

Spring 2000:  Harris Vase (scratch) – Justin Chantrey;  Hempson Cup (handicap) – Pat Farmer; Shaw 12 and 

over (scratch) – Howard Gill; Shaw 12 and over (handicap) – Jim Coppen; Storrs Salver (veterans) – Pat 

Farmer; Parry (inter-house) – School House; Shaw and Stables (foursomes) – Mike Falconer and Orme 

Webster-Smith; Howell Williams Salver (combined rounds) – Pat Farmer. 

 

At the AGM Simon Brown was elected Captain and Robin Cullen Vice-Captain for the year.  John Tallent 

retired as a Trustee after many years’ service and John Hargrove was elected in his place. 

 

Matches v Clubs and other Societies:  Played 28 

 

Won: 11 v Saunton G.C.; Charterhouse; School; Woodbridge G.C.; Thorpeness G.C.; Loretto; Aldenham; 

Malvern; Radley; Cambridge University Stymies; Blundell’s. 

 

Halved: 4 v Tonbridge; Aldeburgh G.C.; Cheltenham; Downside. 

 

Lost: 13 v Sherborne G.C.; Rye G.C.; Woking G.C.; Mill Hill; Repton; School; West Sussex G.C.; 

Malvern; Canford; Royal Cinque Ports G.C.; Wrotham Heath; Highgate; Marlborough. 

 

Grafton Morrish 1999 

 

Hugo Ambrose, Nick Aubin, Philip Brown, James Chappell, Michael Farley and Peter Martin were successful in 

the qualifying round at Royal Ashdown in April, so we moved to the matchplay at Hunstanton and Brancaster in 

early October.  We received a bye in the first round. 

 

Of the three matches Uppingham was the toughest team with a highest handicap of three.  All the golf was 

played in extremely windy but mostly dry conditions.  Whilst Martin and Couzens never really gelled, except in 

their final match where they fought back from five down to be square on the 18
th

 tee, Francis and Ambrose 

could not keep to winning ways and lost the easiest match played.  Brown and Playfair was an undefeated last 

pair. 

 

The results were as follows: 

 

     2
nd

 round 3
rd

 round 4
th

 round 

 v Uppingham v Ipswich v Bolton 

 

Peter Martin 

Toby Couzens Lost 6 and 5 Lost 5 and 4 Lost 1 hole 

 

Rhys Francis 

Hugo Ambrose Won 2 and 1 Won 5 and 4 Lost 1 hole 

 

Philip Brown 

Ed Playfair Won 3 and 2 Won 1 hole Won 3 and 2 
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Mellin Salver 1999 

 

Peter Flory reports:  This year we were first out of the hat and teed off from the 3
rd

 against Oundle on July 2
nd

.  

We were pleased to have Mark Cannon Brookes playing for the Society again, and he partnered John 

Youngman in the top pair.  They played well to be two up after 14 and one up after 16.  Three putts on the 17
th

 

left the match all square and Oundle won the last hole and the match with a good four.  Simon Brown and Mike 

Falconer playing second were four up after 13 and two up after 16.  Again the 17
th

 proved disastrous with three 

putts from a short distance.  Like the top pair Oundle squared with a four at the 18
th

, and rather inevitably won 

the 19
th

 and the match.  Having lost two matches we should really have won, the result of the third pair was 

academic.  Gavin Webb-Wilson and Peter Southcombe were square after 17, but also lost the 18
th

 and the 

match. 

 

We hoped for better things in the Plate against Bedford, but it was not to be.  Cannon Brookes and Youngman 

lost a good match by one hole to opponents who were round in 74.  Southcombe and Webb-Wilson won by 4 

and 3, so all rested on Brown and Falconer.  They were square after 17, but bunkered their drive at the 18
th

 to 

lose by one hole. 

 

The Senior Mellin pair of Jim Coppen and the author failed to qualify for the matchplay stages, and we could 

not find an over-75 pair to compete in that event.  So we look forward to next year, and if there are any OS 

golfers over 75 who would like to play, will they please get in touch. 
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Bermuda Trophy 

 

This was played at Woodhall Spa in August and the winner was Simon Brown. 

 

Family Day 

 

We descended on Woking G.C. for the third time, and from the ten competing pairs the winners were Martin 

and Nick Macpherson, with James and Toby Rowland the runners-up. 

 

John Hargrove has arranged the purchase of a cup to be called ―The Peter Currie Cup‖ which will be played for 

at the Family Day.  The Committee agreed this was a fitting tribute to Peter, not only for his organisation of the 

first three Family Days, but also for his great work for the Society over many years. 

 

Brent Knoll Bowl 2000 

 

Nigel Whalley reports:  The balmy spring weather of the previous week changed on Saturday March 25
th

 to a 

dramatic mixture of squally and heavy showers followed by bright sunshine.  The golf played over the weekend 

was equally dramatic and varied. 

 

The team were in fine form on Saturday morning after a good night and leisurely breakfast in the comfort of the 

Castle Hotel in Taunton.  The first round against Cranleigh was won fairly comfortably by the second and third 

pairs, while the top pair cruised to a half having been four up at the turn. 

 

The afternoon match against the Wigorns was much more exciting and the longest of the competition.  The first 

and second pairs won and lost respectively on the last green, leaving Whalley and Aubin square after 18 and set 

for sudden death.  They got a solid four at the 19
th

 but the Wigorns holed from 25 feet for a half.  We had an 

eight foot putt for a four and the match at the 20
th

 – but missed.  At this point it was agreed to play down 17 and 

18 as darkness was fast approaching.  After missing the green on the left, a good chip and putt for three gave us 

victory. 

 

Sunday morning came early with an 8.15 start and an hour lost with the clocks going on.  Playing the 

Leatherjackets, Youngman (also a Leatherjacket) and Francis had a tough match and lost one down.  Ambrose 

and Brown played well and won by 2 and 1.  Aubin and Whalley, after being four up at the turn, were struggling 

and one down on the 18
th

 tee.  They were lucky to win the hole with a five, and going down the 19
th

 the 

Leatherjackets hit their second into a bad lie and took three to get out; so into the final for the second year, 

although last year it was the Plate. 

 

A tough match against the RAF was played to the bitter end with the deciding pair of Ambrose and Brown 

losing at the last.  This was an excellent weekend which was enjoyed by all. 

 

The results were as follows: 

 

   1
st
 round 2

nd
 round      Semi-final     Final 

 v Cranleigh v Wigorns v Leatherjackets    v RAF 

 

Rhys Francis 

John Youngman Halved Won 1 up   Lost 1 down Lost 2 and 1 

 

Hugo Ambrose 

Philip Brown Won 6 and 5 Lost 1 down   Won 2 and 1 Lost 1 down 

 

Nigel Whalley 

Nick Aubin Won 3 and 2 Won at 21
st
   Won at 19

th
 Won 3 and 2 
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Halford Hewitt 2000 

 

Hugo Ambrose reports:  Much of the excitement of the Hewitt is initiated at the draw held in January at the East 

India Club, and the conversation in the bar immediately following this buzzes with the questions of ―who’ve 

you got‖ and opinions of how tight the match in April might be.  Giving the news that we were playing 

Charterhouse (winners on 15 occasions) first brought either grimaces with a ―bad luck‖ or, as the evening wore 

on, comments of ―what are you doing on the Friday?‖ 

 

So in February, in the knowledge of who we were playing, the squad assembled at Royal St George’s, this time 

for a match against Malvern to give all candidates an early taste of foursomes matchplay against one of the best 

teams.  The wet and windy conditions conspired against everyone making it difficult to stand up, let alone play 

golf, which meant it was hard to establish the relative merits of the two teams.  Although Malvern were ahead 

three to two at lunch, four of the five morning games finished on the 18
th

 green.  Sherborne’s resolve to continue 

playing after lunch was rewarded with much improved conditions.  These continued at Deal the next day and, 

although losing four matches to one on handicap, the weekend illustrated that we now have six pairs genuinely 

capable of winning Hewitt matches.  With the trial completed and the selected pairs consisting of Francis and 

Youngman, Brown and Playfair, Ambrose and Gillett, Peter and Clive Martin, and Whalley and Aubin it was 

time for Nevill to telephone through his availability and make a welcome return at the expense of Playfair, who 

was asked to step aside and graciously did so. 

 

The match against Charterhouse on April 6
th

 started in relative warmth compared to the practice day but from 

the start the signs looked ominous.  None of the Sherborne pairs started well and all found the going tough from 

the outset.  St George’s had had two inches of rain only two days previously and, with the tees set well back, it 

was a formidable prospect.  By the Hut (12
th

 green) four of our five pairs were down and it seemed that the early 

predictions from the draw might be right.  Francis and Youngman eventually succumbed 3 and 2, the only 

difference between them and the Charterhouse top pair being three putts holed from off the green.  They were 

followed shortly afterwards by Ambrose and Gillett losing by the same margin.  Their defeat could have been 

worse if Gillett’s short game had not been so good – a seemingly impossible chip from the left of the 4
th

 green 

for birdie being most memorable. 

 

The other matches were tighter – at the same time that Brown and Nevill were level on the 17
th

 tee, the Martins 

were one up on the 15
th

, and Whalley and Aubin were one up on the 14
th

 (having been four down after four).  In 

the next ten minutes Brown and Nevill lost the 17
th

 to par to go one down, the Martins lost the 16
th

 to par to go 

back to level, and Whalley and Aubin went two up with three to play.  The immediate concern was Brown and 

Nevill who had to win the 18
th

 to keep the whole match alive.  They did so with a solid four to level and force 

extra holes.  Brown then hit a great drive straight down the 19
th

 putting considerable pressure on his opponent 

who duly missed the fairway on the left.  Charterhouse made the green in three whilst Nevill hit a three iron to 

20 feet to effectively seal their game.  Meanwhile the Martins had halved the 17
th

 in four to remain all square.  

On the 18
th

 they were short left in two, with Peter facing a very tough shot of 60 feet from the rough over a 

bunker, whilst Charterhouse after two were in Duncan’s Hollow (named after George Duncan who failed to get 

down in two from it to tie the 1922 Open with Walter Hagen – and remember Sandy Lyle in 1985).  Peter 

played a good shot to 20 feet and Charterhouse fluffed their attempt.  A half in five looked a sensible call until 

Clive rolled in an excellent putt leaving Charterhouse to hole from the fringe for a half, which to our relief they 

missed. 

 

We were now two matches apiece with Aubin and Whalley having been reduced to one up after Charterhouse 

got a birdie three on the 17
th

.  Both pairs faced testing ―up and downs‖ on the 18
th

.  Aubin chipped well to four 

feet and Charterhouse from Duncan’s Hollow to two feet.  Whalley’s putt stayed out and Charterhouse holed to 

level.  The 19
th

 was well, if not quite accurately, reported in The Daily Telegraph on Friday.  Whalley deserves 

great credit for hitting the fairway to set up Aubin’s three wood to five feet, whilst Charterhouse missed the 

fairway again, this time to the right.  An excellent chip to two feet nearly sent the match down the 20
th

 but their 

putt for a half missed and we had won a nerve-racking but memorable match.  The whole team played with real 

spirit, and the three pairs that won had all hit match winning shots under a lot of pressure to turn their games 

around. 
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Needless to say we all enjoyed the added attention of beating a celebrated team and dined well.  We remained 

cautiously optimistic of our chances against our second round opposition – Cheltenham.  Conditions on the 

Friday were ideal for golf, and Francis and Youngman exploited them well, starting with four birdies in the first 

seven holes but finding themselves only one up.  The following matches were all close and each match reached 

the turn all square.  However, by the Hut, only three holes later, Youngman and Francis, Ambrose and Gillett, 

and Aubin and Whalley were one up and the Martins were two up helped by a fine birdie at the 12
th

.  Having got 

our noses in front each pair set about the next few holes in different ways. 

 

The Martins lost the 13
th

 to a four and then both Peter Martin and John Youngman visited Prince’s at the 14
th

.  

Youngman and Francis recovered well from this to win 2 and 1, whilst the Martins struggled, losing 2 and 1.  

Ambrose and Gillett, having played very steadily, then stunned the opposition at the 15
th

 (courtesy of a seriously 

duffed chip from Ambrose) into mishitting their chip into the bunker and then thinning it twenty yards over the 

green, eventually losing the hole to our cast iron six.  A four on the 16
th

 was good enough to give us victory by 3 

and 2.  Meanwhile Aubin and Whalley’s progress was steady with only a missed putt on the 16
th

 for the match 

delaying our passage through to the next round.  Brown and Nevill, making their way to the 19
th

, therefore 

halved their match, which had been very close all the way round. 

 

The match had been won by playing sensibly and, although not great golf, the whole team had, with the 

exception of a loose hole per pair, kept their matches tight and made Cheltenham do the work.  Although not as 

exciting as the previous day any victory in the Hewitt is thrilling, and this victory meant that all pairs had won a 

match which was good for morale.  Sadly, Whalley was called away on business but this at least gave some 

reward and opportunity to the incoming Playfair. 

 

The victory meant a move to Deal and set up our first Saturday appearance since 1991.  Bradfield, our third 

round opponents, have a better ten-year record than ours, and their results in the earlier rounds showed their 

middle order winning by large margins.  Again from the outset the concentration, self-belief and the will to win 

was evident throughout the team.  Francis and Youngman played well covering the first ten holes in one under 

but this time finding themselves two down.  Brown and Nevill made an interesting half at the 1
st
; Nevill’s drive 

over extra cover forcing a long walk back to the tee.  Bradfield had meanwhile dunched their second into the 

burn short of the green.  A shrewd observation from the clairvoyant Jerrom, whose aside of ―hole halved‖, 

prompted a strong reaction from a Bradfield player.  This seemed to set the scene for the morning’s play – each 

of the matches was fiercely competitive with very little being conceded on the greens.  Francis and Youngman 

were struggling with their opposition, eventually losing 3 and 2. 

Brown and Nevill were, for the third day running, involved in a very tight match with the quality of play 

improving markedly from the first hole.  Ambrose and Gillett were one up at the turn and again played steadily 

to go three up after 14.  Par golf from here on by the Bradfield pair meant the match went down the 18
th

 with 

Sherborne one up, but Gillett’s stunning seven iron from thick rough 160 yards out to within a foot finished their 

game.  Ahead, Brown and Nevill were disappearing down the 19
th

, and behind, the Martins, who had had 

opportunities to pull ahead with putts at 14, 15 and 16, eventually holed a crucial putt at the 17
th

 for a birdie 

three following Peter’s approach to four feet.  One up on the 18
th

, both drives went right with Sherborne having 

the honour and Bradfield obviously unable to get to the green in two.  We were more than a little nervous to see 

Clive pull out a five wood and say he wanted to ―go for it‖.  Although the shot may well have come off, some 

fairly lively debate followed and eventually a seven iron was used to lay up short, then a chip and two putts left 

Bradfield needing a twenty-footer to halve the game.  They missed and we had our second point. 

 

Brown and Nevill had halved the 19
th

 and were going down the 20
th

.  Meanwhile, Aubin and Playfair were on 

the 18
th

 and all square.  They halved in four which meant they were also going down the 19
th

.  A good drive 

from Playfair led to a solid approach by Aubin, and two putts were good enough to defeat the Bradfield pair, 

who took three from the edge of the green.  This gave us our third point and the match, but with the prospect of 

our quarter final already due on the tee, and with Brown and Nevill now on the 21
st
 and not being offered a half, 

the concern was to try to prepare ourselves for another tough contest against Epsom.  We were given an all too 

short 30 minutes from the end of Aubin and Playfair’s match in which to recover, have lunch, have photographs 

taken and be on the tee.  Brown and Nevill had about 15 minutes to do the same.  This was too much to expect 

of anyone. 
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Epsom were soon up in four of the five games, the notable exception being the Martins who were four up after 

five and only stopped from increasing their lead by a fighting par by Epsom from the beach at the 6th.  They 

continued to play well covering the first ten holes in one under par and going on to win by 4 and 3.  They were 

to be our only success as our other pairs all succumbed to the sub-par golf being played against them.  The 

match was eventually lost 3½ to 1½.  It was a disappointing end but, without taking anything away from Epsom, 

who had outplayed us and went on to win the final, the close matches on previous days, and the events of the 

morning, had taken their toll. 

 

We had succeeded in producing victories from three desperately close matches and the elusive qualities of self-

belief and determination were tangible throughout the team.  Following hard on the heels of a good run in the 

Brent Knoll Bowl we should be pleased that the curve is upwards and for that the team must take great credit.  

Credit must also go to our faithful supporters who, I think this year, had more than their fair share of excitement. 

 

The results were as follows: 

 

       1
st
 round     2

nd
 round   3

rd
 round 4

th
 round 

 v Charterhouse v Cheltenham v Bradfield v Epsom 

 

Rhys Francis 

John Youngman   Lost 3 and 2   Won 2 and 1 Lost 4 and 3 Lost 3 and 2 

 

Philip Brown 

Chris Nevill   Won at 19
th

    Halved Halved Halved 

 

Hugo Ambrose 

Stuart Gillett   Lost 3 and 2   Won 3 and 2 Won 1 up Lost 6 and 5 

 

Peter Martin 

Clive Martin   Won 1 up   Lost 2 and 1 Won 1 up Won 4 and 3 

 

Nigel Whalley } 

Nick Aubin }   Won at 19
th

    Won 2 and 1 } 

Ed Playfair   } Won at 19
th
 Lost 5 and 4 

 

 

OLD SHIRBURNIAN SAILING SOCIETY 1999-2000 

 

It has been a memorable year for the Old Shirburnian Sailing Society. Not only was it our thirtieth anniversary, 

but it was also the year during which Andrew Yorke retired as master in charge of sailing at the School. 

Andrew’s contribution to sailing at Sherborne and to the OSSS has been quite remarkable; he dedicated so much 

of his personal time to the Sailing Club and introduced generations of Shirburnians to weekends spent sailing on 

Poole Harbour and camping in quite spectacular surroundings at Arne. 

 

Andrew’s particular passion was for cruising in dinghies, and he presided over a period when Sherborne became 

the pre-eminent school on the dinghy racing circuit. His devotion and commitment to both the School Club and 

the OSSS has been tireless; he has been and remains a close friend to many Old Shirburnians. The Society 

would like to wish Andrew a very happy retirement and thank him for years of support and friendship and it is 

no coincidence that the OSSS elected Andrew as Rear Commodore in 1999 — we know that he has a huge 

amount to contribute to the Society. 

 

To mark Andrew’s retirement, the OSSS organised a party in his honour at Wareham in July.  About 60 Old 

Shirburnian sailors and their guests attended and Bob Macdonald, the OSSS Commodore, presented Andrew 

with a barograph, bought with part of the proceeds of a collection in Andrew’s honour. The balance of the 

collection, a not inconsiderable sum, was presented to Andrew by Richard Anderton, the OSSS President, at the 

thirtieth anniversary dinner, itself a great success, in September. Chris Hamon has taken over from Andrew as 

master in charge of sailing; Chris is already a friend of many OSSS members and the Society wishes him every 

success. 
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On the water, it has been an active year. A strong team was fielded for the first match of the 1998-99 series for 

the Stanger-Leathes Trophy, including a number of School captains from the past seven years. The School team 

put up a good fight but in the end was well beaten in all three races. The OSSS went on to win the series 

convincingly.  

 

The Western Trophy, which was originally started as a Dorset schools old boys trophy, now is sailed informally 

by whichever schools can muster a team. Teams from Sherborne, Canford (the defending champions), and 

WinKingRug (Winchester, King’s, Taunton and Rugby) turned up to be greeted by sun and a steady breeze. 

(Unfortunately Milton Abbey pulled out at the last minute.) Some close racing followed in a breeze that turned 

fickle at times. The OSSS beat WinKingRug and Canford, and WinKingRug beat Canford in the round robins. 

Then, with the breeze dropping, Canford decided that the pub was more appealing, so a final was sailed between 

WinKingRug and the OSSS. The OSSS decided to make things very tricky for themselves with some 

extraordinary tactics — putting WinKingRug in front. However, in a dramatic last beat, involving a large 

windshift and some close-quarter tactics, the OSSS managed to redeem themselves and claw back a win and the 

Western Trophy. 

 

The Society rounded off its anniversary year in style, winning the prestigious Arrow Trophy on the weekend of 

October 16
th

-17
th

. Eleven schools raced in the Sunsail Sunfast 36s over short fleet racing courses in the Solent 

on the first day: Uppingham pulled off two wins, leading into Sunday’s match racing for the top four placed 

boats. Behind them were Sherborne and Winchester, with one win each, and Malvern. Dinner was held at the 

Royal Corinthian Yacht Club in Cowes and by the following morning the wind had increased to a steady force 

six. The first match was held between Uppingham and Sherborne but an improper start procedure from 

Sherborne, and Uppingham inexcusably colliding with the committee boat resulted in both boats being black-

flagged. Winchester meanwhile enjoyed a clean win over Malvern.  

 

Winchester beat Sherborne, and Uppingham beat Malvern in subsequent races. Winchester then narrowly beat 

Uppingham while Sherborne recorded their only win against Malvern. Winchester therefore led into the semi-

finals with Uppingham second, and Sherborne third ahead of Marlborough. Sherborne won the first of three 

races against Uppingham whilst Winchester pulled off an easy two-race victory against Malvern. Uppingham 

beat Sherborne in the second race but Sherborne won the final race to secure a place in the final against 

Winchester.  

 

The final saw Sherborne impose constant pressure over Winchester who were the only boat with comparable 

boat speed to the somewhat younger crew of Sherborne. Clever starting and some neat mark traps saw 

Sherborne win the final in just two races to take the Arrow Trophy. The victorious Sherborne team included 

Giles Bradford, Thijs Knapper, Pete Scoffham and Oliver Bradford. 

 

New members with any interest in sailing are always welcome to the OSSS and its events, whether afloat or 

ashore: the Society arranges cruising, racing and social events throughout the year. Any Old Shirburnian who is 

interested in joining should contact me, at the address given on page 6. 

Nick Ware 

 

SCHOOL CRICKET 1999 

 

―Whatever great changes cricket may have undergone during the past century, it remained exactly as it is today 

in one respect — the start was delayed by rain.‖ So wrote Ben Travers some years ago. With the increasing 

demands of examiners resulting in earlier starts to the term, Travers’ assessment is more likely to be true in the 

years ahead. Statistically April is renowned for its unpredictable weather — Sherborne cricketers were unable to 

practise outdoors before term started and the pre-season practice game, and both matches arranged for the first 

weekend of term, were cancelled. 

 

Although we were not alone in suffering from severe climactic conditions it did dramatically affect our playing 

season. There are always basic selection decisions to be made, e.g. who will be the third seamer? Should we 

play three spinners? Will a second off-spinner actually bowl in a match? Who is the better fielder of the middle-

order batsmen? Is a boy lacking technique but with a good eye and who hits the ball hard likely to score more 

runs than the boy who plays correctly but lacks power in his shots? Should we opt for an Upper Sixth boy or 

―blood‖ a Lower Sixth lad? Has a boy who has progressed from junior C and B team cricket warranted an 

opportunity to play first-team cricket? 

 

 



  31 

Only by putting boys into match situations and judging both their performances and their reaction under 

pressure can one make an informed decision. There is also the basic coaching necessary at the start of each 

season for the 11 individuals to play as a team. To bowl and bat in the middle is a totally different experience 

from net practice. Running between wickets can be practised but only in a real game can the consequences of 

slow starts and poor judgement of a run be emphasised. Concentration levels suddenly take on greater 

significance when you are involved in an eight-hour game as opposed to a two-hour net session. Bad balls 

bowled and bad shots played in the nets are never punished as severely as they are in a match. 

 

And so the first real test, against Clifton, arrived and we were much less prepared than we would have liked. 

The decision (which we support and indeed promoted) to play overs cricket in inter-school matches does not 

allow a side to play defensively and to recover from mistakes. I am confident that of the games lost this year, 

most would have been drawn had we played ―timed‖ cricket. But they would have been terribly tedious and of 

very little value to those performing. We learnt very quickly what our weaknesses were as a team and worked 

hard to improve them. I said at the beginning of the season (as I always do) that the success of what I say and 

the commitment of the boys should be judged on whether they are a better team at the end of the season than at 

the beginning. The victories over Marlborough and Haileybury and the drawn game against Cheltenham, which 

confirmed Sherborne as the outright winners of the Festival, suggested that my personal ambitions for the team 

had been fulfilled. 

 

One passes on a lot of advice to cricketers during a season and as I write this report I am reminded of the 

conversation that I had with an eminent OS who works as a journalist. He suggested that cricket coaches are in 

many ways like journalists, whom he described ―like eunuchs at a harem — they are there all the time, they see 

everything that happens but they can’t take part‖. But what he said is very true. And this particular season was 

frustrating. There were a number of injuries to important players which kept them out of the game for long 

periods; there was a lack of consistency from experienced players; and there was the loss of personnel to the 

rugby tour. Consequently we were able to give opportunities to younger boys which hopefully will pay 

dividends in the future. 

 

Those sufficiently interested to read this report will no doubt have already read pages of media coverage about 

the decline in both popularity and standards of English cricket. It is not my brief to discuss the issues here. Some 

arguments are presented in my book, Conjuring Runs*. However, in my opinion, there is very little wrong with 

the game in independent schools and in certain schools the standard of cricket, certainly at first team level, is 

rising all the time. If only the talent evident in many independent schools was nurtured and encouraged by 

universities, especially, and clubs, in the immediate years after an individual leaves school, there would 

certainly be a rapid increase in the quality of those playing cricket. 

 

Despite the doom and gloom regarding the enthusiasm for cricket with young people and the uncertain future of 

the game in schools, there was one incident during the season (at the Festival) which confirmed that the values 

which we attempt to teach boys through the playing of games are alive and well. A member of the XI touched 

the ball to the wicketkeeper and in spite of vociferous appeals from the fielding side was immediately and firmly 

given not out by the umpire. No one could have been sure whether the ball had grazed the edge of his bat. 

Knowing that he had touched the ball, the boy concerned turned and walked quietly off, pausing only to 

acknowledge to the umpire that he had in fact been legitimately caught behind. I may be old-fashioned, accused 

of being uncompetitive and even out of touch with the modern game. However, this was how I was taught to 

play cricket — and heaven forbid if I allowed my standard of behaviour to drop. 

 

The danger of mentioning individuals is that someone may be offended if their name is not included. The reader 

can become bored if each match is described in detail. Hence the statistics that follow this report will, I trust, 

give a fair reflection of the season. 

 

It would also be remiss of me if I were not to pay tribute to the captain. Doug Insole wrote, ―The player who 

stands at fine leg and occasionally refrains from admiring the female talent just long enough to castigate his 

captain for not changing the bowling is not recognisable as the same man when the onus of decisive action falls 

on him.‖ James Adams has been an outstanding cricketer throughout his years at Sherborne. He played his first 

game for the XI in the third form and soon proved to be an exceptional games player with individual flair but he 

had not been given much opportunity to accept responsibility for others. This term he quickly proved 

outstanding officer material — leading from the front and always genuinely concerned for those less talented 

than himself. He refused invitations to rest from practices during his exams; he sought and listened to advice; he  
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contributed with either bat or ball or as a fielder in every game; and he retained a genuine modesty. ―Jimbo‖, as 

he is affectionately known, will play representative cricket this season before departing for a winter’s cricket in 

Adelaide. He has a bright future and I thank him for all that he has contributed to cricket at Sherborne School. I 

suspect that, whatever he achieves, there will always be a part of the Upper indelibly marked in his memory. 

 

Jeg Francis, together with the experience of John Old, has produced some of the best wickets on which all 

school and house teams have played. Francis assures me that he has only just started his long-term ambitions for 

the Upper and that there will be a significant improvement in the wickets over the next couple of years. 

 

Tom Singleton again travelled from Sidmouth to umpire in every game. To cope with a journey is sufficiently 

tiring without the extra burden of standing in the middle of a field for hours on end; we are grateful for his 

commitment. To David Hoey and Andy Morley-Smith, the scorers, I know that I express my thanks on behalf of 

the team. Hoey insisted upon filling in all of the details long after most had left for home after Commem. To 

Sharon Shaw and those who helped with the catering, we are all most grateful. Alan Willows continued his habit 

of dragging me around the boundary with words of positive criticism, encouragement and always with humour, 

and I am grateful. Alan has recently undergone knee surgery and I trust that, if the statement ―It’s a tired athlete 

who gets injured‖ is true, I could save a considerable amount on shoe leather next year! 

 

And finally, a special word of gratitude to Mark Pryor. He is an inspiration to us all in the way he handles 

problems thrown at him from all angles. He is particularly tolerant of me, as I am reminded of the poem, ―I’m 

used to my arthritis/To my dentures I’m resigned/I can cope with my bi-focals/But oh God! I miss my mind.‖ 

 

Mike Nurton 

 

Results:     Played 13,      Won 5,      Lost 6,      Drawn 2. 

 

May 1
st
  Sherborne 101; Clifton 102-4 Lost by 6 wickets 

May 2
nd

 Sherborne 152; Free Foresters 94-8 

 (J H K Adams 4-20) Match drawn 

May 4
th

 King’s, Bruton 77 (C J P Hopkins 4-18); 

 Sherborne 78-2 Won by 8 wickets 

May 15
th

 Sherborne 124-9; King’s, Taunton 125-4 Lost by 6 wickets 

June 12
th

 Sherborne 113; Millfield 114-5 Lost by 5 wickets 

June 19
th

 Taunton 148-9 (J H K Adams 4-20);  

 Sherborne 149-2 (J H K Adams 66*) Won by 8 wickets 

June 26
th

 Sherborne 221-7 (T R Dowdall 72, J H K Adams 59); 

 Blundell’s 167  Won by 54 runs 

June 30
th

 MCC 160-9 dec; Sherborne 109 Lost by 51 runs 

July 1
st
 Sherborne 134; Hilton College, SA 135-2 Lost by 8 wickets 

July 3
rd

 Sherborne Pilgrims 180;  

 Sherborne School 177 (P.G. Gidney 56, 

 T R Dowdall 52) Lost by 3 runs 

July 4
th

 Marlborough 179; Sherborne 180-6 

 (J H K Adams 80) Won by 4 wickets 

July 5
th

 Haileybury 204-6 dec; 

 Sherborne 205-8 (J H K Adams 67) Won by 2 wickets 

July 6
th

 Cheltenham 225-7 dec; Sherborne 156-6 

 (E W Gammell 63) Match drawn 

 

*Editor’s note: Conjuring Runs, Mike Nurton’s autobiography, was published last year. For those with an 

interest in Minor Counties cricket — or, of course, Mike himself — it is a diverting read and, since it is 

privately published, deserves support. Contact Mike himself if you wish to purchase a copy. 
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SCHOOL CRICKET FIXTURES 2000 

 

Saturday April 29
th

 v  Sherborne Town (h) 

Sunday April 30
th

  v  Dorset Rangers (h) 

Tuesday May 2
nd

 v  St John’s, SA (h) 

Saturday May 6
th

 v  Canford (a) 

Sunday May 7
th

 v  Free Foresters (h) 

Tuesday May 9
th

 v King’s, Bruton (a) 

Saturday  May 13
th

 v  King’s, Taunton (h) 

Saturday  June 3
rd

  v  Clifton (h) 

Saturday  June 10
th

 v  Millfield (h) 

Saturday  June 17
th

 v  Taunton (h) 

Saturday  June 24
th

 v  Blundell’s (a) 

Tuesday June 27
th

 v  XL Club (h) 

Wednesday June 28
th

 v  MCC (h) 

Friday June 30
th

 v  Kloof HS, SA (h) 

Saturday July 1
st
 v  Pilgrims (h) 

Monday July 3
rd

 to ) Festival with Cheltenham, Haileybury and  

Wednesday July 5
th

  ) Marlborough at Haileybury 

 

SCHOOL RUGBY 1999 

 

Even though the team had many injuries throughout the season, this cannot be put forward as the main reason 

for such a disappointing term. There were too many lapses in defence, and last-ditch tackling is no substitute for 

up-front tackling that stops the opposition crossing the gain line. Opposing teams were allowed to gather 

momentum in attack and recycle the ball time and time again, until they eventually scored. The School showed 

that they had the backs to attack with some fluent movements when given the chance, but we were never able to 

find the right combination in the back row to offer support. 

 

Exeter Rugby Club invited the School to play Ivybridge as a curtain-raiser to their league match early in the 

season. It was ideal pre-season preparation after the South Pacific tour and the School won by a single point. 

Canford were finally overcome despite conceding more than 20 penalties. An extra-long exeat meant that the 

School had to travel to Blundell’s on a Tuesday afternoon. With the slope in the second half, the School could 

not finish off their handling movements and were restricted to one try. 

 

Bishop Wordsworth’s never recovered from an early blitz of scoring by the School. Tight defence and discipline 

secured a win against King’s, Taunton. The School pack was unable, though, to cope with the sheer physical 

attrition of Wellington, with their pacy back row. They recycled the ball until the School ran out of defenders. 

Millfield was probably the most disappointing game of the season. The School looked sharp and well-rehearsed 

in scoring 25 points, but the defence was woeful and Millfield were presented with some soft tries. This could 

have been a victory but instead was a 15 point defeat. King’s, Bruton gained their first victory over Sherborne 

after the School proved unable to take their opportunities in the first half with the advantage of the slope, and 

were unable to hold on in the second half. 

 

There were many changes for the trip to Radley because of injury and although the School scored a good try 

early on, further injuries during the game restricted lineout options, and we were completely out-scrummaged; 

nor did our ambitious backs have enough of the ball to show their attacking skills. A spirited performance 

against Bryanston was spoilt by giving away soft tries in the last 20 minutes.  

 

Against Clifton there seemed to be a change in the team’s attitude — which was at least more positive — as a 

result of an apparent realisation that they were a talented side who had totally underperformed. They played 

some of their best attacking rugby, but lapses, including one in the last minute of the match, cost them victory 

by a single point. In traditional manner, the Downside match was a great game marred by the behaviour of the 

Downside old boy supporters. The School should have gone a point ahead with two minutes to play, but a 

conversion in front of the posts was missed. 
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There was greater urgency about the last three games, as it dawned on this XV that their results could be among 

the worst that Sherborne has ever had. There was a lack of dedication and effort from certain members on the 

Upper, and of course that put additional pressure on team-mates who did have pride in the School and 

themselves. To be one of the chosen fifteen who have their names on the honours board in the Upper Pavilion 

should mean a lot. It has in the past. 

Mike Davis 

 

Results:      Played 12,        Won 3,         Lost 9. 

Canford Won 27 - 6 King’s, Bruton  Lost 3 - 23 

Blundell’s Lost 7 - 17 Radley Lost 10 - 23 

Bishop Wordsworth’s Won 51 - 12 Bryanston Lost 0 - 45 

King’s, Taunton Won 14 - 7 Clifton Lost 26 - 27 

Wellington Lost 0 - 38 Cheltenham Lost 8 - 19 

Millfield Lost 25 - 40 Downside Lost 18 - 26 

 

Editor’s note: to reassure Pilgrims that at least one of the 1999 XV did prove some points, Ben Davies (the 

captain and prop) was selected in the spring to represent England A at 18-group level against Wales A, while the 

sevens team won the South West tournament at Taunton — the first time this event has been captured by 

Sherborne — and went on to reach the last 16 of the Festival event at Rosslyn Park, one of the best results in 

many a year. 

SCHOOL RUGBY FIXTURES 2000 

 

Saturday September 9
th

 v  Canford (h) 

Saturday September 16
th

 v  Bishop Wordsworth’s (a) 

Saturday September 30
th

 v  King’s, Taunton (a)* 

Saturday October 7
th
 v  Wellington (a) 

Saturday October 14
th
 v  Millfield (a) 

Thursday October 19
th
 v  King’s, Bruton (h)* 

Saturday November 4
th

 v  Radley (h) 

Saturday November 11
th

 v  Bryanston (a) 

Thursday November 16
th

 v  Clifton (h) 

Saturday November 25
th

 v  Cheltenham (a) 

Saturday December 2
nd

  v  Blundell’s (h)* 

Saturday December 9
th

 v  Kloof HS, SA (h) 

Downside fixture tba 

 

* denotes provisional 

 

SCHOOL HOCKEY 2000 

 

It is a well-known fact that the best wines need the longest time to mature. If this is also true of hockey teams, 

we are in for some fine results at some stage. The results below do not make pleasant reading and are a true 

reflection of the results that the team deserved.  

 

With only three of last year’s team in the side, much would depend on the contributions from the Lower Sixth.  

It was the usual rush to put the side together for the first match against a strong King’s, Bruton side. Although 

the XI competed for much of the game, goals were leaked in the last quarter. The heavy defeats against an 

exceptional Occidentals side, Dean Close and Exeter led to a crisis of confidence from which the side never 

really recovered. 

 

In all these games, plus the more competitive Wellington game, soft goals were conceded. The decision was 

made to change the formation by removing the sweeper and playing four in midfield. This transformed the 

defence, Nick Hodgkinson becoming a rock of stability and Phil Walters producing some intricate skill in the 

middle.  
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Except for the farcical result against Millfield, the rest of the season was encouraging. The team fought well 

against Taunton, Bryanston and Canford. However, they did not perform to the best of their abilities against 

King’s, Taunton, Wells Cathedral and King Edward’s, a lack of desire and professionalism being the root of the 

problem. When they were prepared to scrap, positive results were gained, against Yeovil & Sherborne and Grey 

High School, with Rory MacFarlane being the provider of the majority of goals.  

 

Finally, and most frustratingly for the coach, everything seemed to drop into place for the last game of the 

season, against the Pilgrims, and a fine victory was gained, courtesy of a brilliant hat-trick by Will Kipling. 

Members of the Lower Sixth, such as George Bramble and Henry Mitchell, have improved considerably this 

term. Tom Bishop, from the fifth form, has been outstanding. These players, plus a good crop of Colts, mean 

that 2001 should be a good vintage. 

Jeremy Wadham 

 

Results:      Played 15,      Won 3,      Lost 9,      Drawn 3. 

 

King’s, Bruton Lost  1 - 4 Canford Lost 1 - 2 

Occidentals Lost  0 - 11 Yeovil & Sherborne Won 3 - 2 

Wellington College Lost  2 - 5 Millfield Lost 0 - 14 

Dean Close Lost  0 - 9 Wells Cathedral Drawn 2 - 2 

Exeter Lost  0 - 5 Grey High School, SA Won 1 - 0 

Taunton Drawn 2 - 2 King Edward’s, Lost 1 - 4 

Bryanston Lost 0 - 1    Southampton 

King’s, Taunton Drawn  0 - 0 Pilgrims Won 3 - 2 
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THE SHERBORNE PILGRIMS COMMITTEE 

2000 

 

PRESIDENT 

J.P. Hargrove 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

P.R.D. Gould 

 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

G.P. Gent and P.J. Lough 

 

TRUSTEES 

C.R.J. Eglington, J.A. Watney 

and J.P. Hargrove 

 

COMMITTEE 

 

Retiring2000 Retiring 2001 Retiring 2002 Co-opted 

 

M.J. Cleaver R.A. Bagnall H.C.K. Archer  R.C.A. Garrett 

A.J. Crowe J.L.B. Cheung H.W.M. Brewer E.P.J.F. Lyons 

R. Hands B.R. Maidment W.P. Hargrove J.C. Mason 

J.P. Kershaw A.I.H. Prentice J.S. Harris-Bass N.R.H. Parker 

N.G. MacIver R.A.B. Spink M.D. Nurton J.R. Tozer 

J.D. Ricketts N.J. Ware  D.I.T. Wilson 

 

HON. SECRETARY HON. TREASURER 

G.P. Gent R.H. Green 

Lower Woodbridge House, King’s Stag, 29 Hurlingham Gardens, 

Nr. Sturminster Newton, Dorset DT10 2BD London SW6 3PH 

Tel: 01963 23363 (H) Tel: 020 7736 8359 (H) 

 

EDITOR 

R. Hands 

Tel: 020 7782 7126 (O) 

 robert.hands@the-times.co.uk (office) 

 rob.hands@talk21.com (home) 

 

Telephone numbers 

 

Upper Pavilion 01935 812431 

School switchboard 01935 812249 

mailto:robert.hands@the-times.co.uk
mailto:rob.hands@talk21.com
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FOUNDER 
G.M. Carey 

 

 PRESIDENTS  VICE-PRESIDENTS 

1923-27 Nowell C. Smith 1923-27 G.M. Carey 

1927-32 W.H. Game 1927-48 L.C. Powys 

1932-52 C.F. Stanger-Leathes 1935-48 N. Partridge 

1952-55 A.H. Trelawny-Ross 1948-52 A.H. Trelawny-Ross 

1955-58 J.A. Tallent, CBE, TD 1948-55 J.A. Tallent, CBE, TD 

1958-61 D.C.D. Ryder 1954-58 D.C.D. Ryder 

1961-64 M.E.K. Westlake 1955-64 W.E. Tucker, CVO, MBE, TD, FRCS 

1964-67 R. Eglington 1958-61 M.E.K. Westlake 

1967-70 T.R. Parry 1961-64 R. Eglington 

1970-73 J.D. Watney 1964-67 T.R. Parry 

1973-76 D.F.R. Evans, TD 1964-70 R.F.W. Leonard, MBE 

1976-79 A.A.E. Morgan 1967-70 J.D. Watney 

1979-80 R.H. Whiteway 1970-73 D.F.R. Evans, TD 

1981-84 D.I.T. Wilson, MBE 1970-73 M.S. Glennie 

1984-88 M.R.G. Earls-Davis 1970-76 A.A.E. Morgan 

1988-91 C.R.J. Eglington 1973-79 R.H. Whiteway 

1991-94 J.A. Watney 1976-84 M.R.G. Earls-Davis 

1994-97 P.R.D. Gould 1979-81 D.I.T. Wilson, MBE 

1997- J.P. Hargrove 1981-87 J.C. Foot 

  1984-88 C.R.J. Eglington 

  1987-91 J.A. Watney 

 TRUSTEES 1988-94 P.R.D. Gould 

1923-27 Nowell C. Smith 1991-97 J.P. Hargrove 

1923-27 G.M. Carey 1994- G.P. Gent 

1928-48 A.H. Trelawny-Ross 1997- P.J. Lough 

1928-42 P.E.H. Parry-Jones  

1946-58 Surg. Rear Admiral 

B. Pickering-Pick, CBE 
                  HON. SECRETARIES 

           (and up to 1966, Hon. Treasurer) 

1948-58 Brig. A.H. Moberly, DSO  

1958-67 C.R. Hopwood 1923-35 N. Partridge 

1958-99 J.A. Tallent, CBE, TD 1935-50 D.C.D. Ryder 

1958-86 M.S. Glennie 1950-54 J.S.W. Lush 

1967- C.R.J. Eglington 1954-72 M.R.G. Earls-Davis 

1986- J.A. Watney 1972-88 C.R.J. Eglington 

1999- J.P. Hargrove 1988- G.P. Gent 

    

 HON TREASURERS 

 1966-86 J.C. Alan Smith 

 1986- R.H. Green 
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RULES 

(as approved in December 1997) 

 

1. The Club shall be called ―The Sherborne Pilgrims‖. 

 

2. All OS who are members of the OS Society shall be entitled to apply for membership.  Members of staff 

who are members of the OS Society may be invited to become an honorary member. 

 

3. With the exception of honorary members who shall pay no subscription, all new members shall pay a life 

subscription of £40. 

 

4. The objects of the Club are to promote and encourage all forms of OS sport, and to keep members in 

touch with one another and with the School. 

 

5. The Officers of the Club shall be the President, who shall hold office for three years, two Vice-

Presidents, the immediate Past President, three Trustees, the Honorary Secretary and the Honorary 

Treasurer. 

 

6. The Committee shall be the Officers of the Club; two representatives from the School staff, up to 24 

ordinary members, and such others as may from time to time be co-opted. 

 

7. Ordinary members of the Committee shall retire after three years’ service, but are eligible for re-election. 

 

8. The Club bank shall be the Sherborne branch of the NatWest Bank. 

 

9. All investments shall be held in the name of a regulated nominee company, or in the names of the 

Trustees. 

 

10. The financial year-end shall be March 31
st
 and an Annual General Meeting must be held by the end of 

the calendar year.  An income and expenditure account, together with a balance sheet, shall be produced 

for approval at the AGM. 

 

11. A Committee meeting shall be properly convened on three weeks’ notice in writing, and be quorate with 

eight or more members present. 

 

12. In exceptional circumstances the Committee shall have the right to refuse an application for membership. 


